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609.921.0100 x 200

Fax 
609.921.7531 

School telephone
609.921.7207

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER  2022 ZOOM LINKS
(Please make sure to have the latest version of Zoom.)

Erev Shabbat Services – 6:30 PM
Nov 4, 11, 18, 25
Dec 2, Dec 9, Dec 16, Dec 23
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82042670462
Meeting ID: 820 4267 0462
Dial by your location +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Shabbat morning services – 9:30 AM
Nov 5, Nov 12, Nov 19, Nov 26
Dec 3, Dec 10, Dec 17, Dec 24, Dec 31   
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81786954332
Meeting ID: 817 8695 4332 
Dial by your location +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Sunday Morning Minyan – 9:00 AM
Nov 6, Nov 13, Nov 20, Nov 27       
Dec 4, Dec 11, Dec 18, Dec 25
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83356694692
Meeting ID: 833 5669 4692
Dial by your location +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Wednesday Morning Minyan – 7:00 AM
Nov 2, Nov 9, Nov 16, Nov 23, Nov 30
Dec 7,  Dec 14,  Dec 21,  Dec 28
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85394468477
Meeting ID: 853 9446 8477
Dial by your location  +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

Live Stream our services: 
www.thejewishcenter.org.  
Click on the button (shown right).
If we are live, just click the play button.  
Cameras go live 10-15 minutes before 
services begin. 
www.livestream.com/tjc

@thejewishcenterprinceton

@thejewishcenterofprinceton

@TheJewishCenter

The Jewish Center Princeton
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Shabbat Under the StarsNovember 18
 

Cocktails in the Corridor - 5:15 PM
Services - 6:30 PM
Dinner - 7:30 PM

POTLUCK DINNER
Fish entree and beverages provided by 

The Jewish Center
Bring a dish!  Bring a friend! Bring Kosher wine! 

Please RSVP via ShulCloud & let us know what
dish you are sharing 

Stay after dinner for Chess! All levels welcome
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MESSAGE from
the Rabbi
Rabbi Andrea Merow
609.921.0100 ext. 203
RAM@thejewishcenter.org

Dear Friends, 
 
Wow. Wow. I am writing this just a day after the 
Simchat Torah Holidays, a month of holidays; I am 
invigorated and exhausted, but more so invigorated 
by each of you and our holiday season together. I am 
grateful to have been able to lead our adult services 
with Avi Paradise, and our family services with Avi, 
Sharon Diamondstein and teens. On Yom Kippur how 
wonderful it is to have a full house here at TJC.  I thank 
each member of our community for coming back 
to campus on the High Holidays, on Sukkot and on 
Simchat Torah. Our holidays were filled with beautiful 
singing, prayer, and gatherings. I look forward to 
creating more memories together with you.   
 
There is a rabbinic joke of sorts that goes like this: 
“What is the rabbis favorite holiday?” Answer: “Rosh 
Hodesh Mar Heshvan (the new month) of Heshvan.”  
This is not, however, my sentiment. I love the fall 
Jewish holidays.  I love the sense of being able to begin 
again. I love the melodies of the High Holidays and 
being outdoors with others in a Sukkah – in holy time 
and in holy space, and I love the joy of Simchat Torah. 
Also, the end of the holiday season is tinged with a bit 
of sadness for me because I will miss seeing many of 
you in our sanctuary. Now that I have experienced the 
joy of having our sanctuary filled with song and prayer, 
I want to invite us to create this same kind of joyful 
prayer community each week at TJC!

The month of Heshvan has five important holidays; we 
have five Shabbatot in this new month and we would 
love for you to join us here at TJC for contemplative 
and joy-filled Shabbat services on Friday night and 
Saturday mornings. Every Shabbat morning our Play 
Pray Space is open for those who want to watch the 
service and have a place for their small children to 
play. We have kids’ services and children are always 
welcome in our main service as well. There is Bible 

study each Saturday morning before the service and 
every Shabbat morning there is coffee and tea in the 
lobby if you want a break during the service – and we 
have lunch each week. More important, however, we 
need you, we need your ruach, your spirit and your joy, 
to fill TJC!
 
Have you heard the phrase, “Our behavior from Rosh 
Hashanah to Yom Kippur is important; however, our 
behavior from Yom Kippur to Rosh Hashanah is even 
more important”?  I would add to this and say, your 
presence during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur is 
important; but your presence at shul from Yom Kippur 
to Rosh Hashanah is what will make our community 
continue to grow in joy. Happy Heshvan and see you in 
shul!

Rabbi Andrea Merow

Find Joy on Shabbat

Save The Date

Join Rabbi Merow and the TJC Community 
for an amazing 
Trip to Israel 

June 18-29, 2023!

For more information email
adventureinisrael@thejewishcenter.org
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MESSAGE from the 
Director of Congregational Learning
Sharon Diamondstein  
609.921.0100 ext. 220  
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

Friends,

Over the past few months, we’ve been listening to a new rock band 
in our home called Volbeat.  The Denmark-based band craze started 
in my house with a song called Lola Montez.  In true Jason fashion, 
he inquired about the song’s namesake.  We researched her and 
learned her story - she led quite a fascinating life. The song drove 
home an important point for me: everybody has a story that needs 
to be told, and one that can live on through history.

As Jewish people, we often tell and retell (and retell) the story of our 
people.  In fact, we just finished reading the Torah and are beginning 
it again!  Each time we hear the Torah, we learn something new.  As 
Rabbi Feldman z’tl used to say, “the Torah doesn’t change; we do.”  
Our peoplehood, however, goes beyond the Torah, the Prophets, the 
Talmudic era, and so forth.  We learn about the people of our past, 
we study the great rabbis in our exploration of Talmud, we gain an 
understanding of the Prophets as we read Haftarah.  We analyze 
and discuss our biblical ancestors as we read through the Torah.  
Oftentimes, we act as storytellers.

We are not storytellers.  We are the story BEARERS.  
The story of the Jewish people is OUR story.  Or, as I 
prefer to say, ourstory.  

Each one of us has a story.  Each person we encounter is the bearer 
of their own story.  How often do we take the time to really listen 
and learn from the stories others bear?  Our stories do not need to 
be big, grandiose tales of some remarkable experience, rather, our 
stories happen in the everyday moments of life.

Israeli author Etgar Keret shares these everyday moments in his 
book, “Seven Good Years,” in which he recounts, among other 
moments, an interchange with a persistent telemarketer named 
Devora.  Or in another story, he shares a story about the smallest 
house in the world.  If you have not read any of his books, I highly 
recommend seeing the impact a seemingly irrelevant moment in 
one’s life can become a story from which you relate, internalize, 
ponder, and ultimately learn.

The stories don’t have to be on the written page, though.  We 
are often so caught up in our modern technology - the world is 
accessible to us and we, to the world, as long as our phones are 
nearby.  I would like to encourage you to put the phone down - 
disconnect for a while, and listen to your surroundings.  You might 
hear a fascinating conversation as I did in 2019 on a bus in Portland, 
Oregon.  You might see a flock of birds flying overhead and allow 
your mind to drift to someplace you’ve been and remember that 
story.  You might have a quiet moment where you reflect upon the 
simplicity of the day and the beauty in that simplicity.  All of these 
moments are woven into the story you bear.  As time goes by, you 
will evolve, and your story will take on new meanings for you.  
I encourage you to share your stories.  Please come to TJC, or if you 

Shabbat 
Katan

This spirited service is 
designed for preschool-aged 
children and their families. 
Led by  music teacher Susan 
Sacks and parents, this in-
teractive Shabbat experience 
includes stories, prayers, 
songs, and a brief Torah 
reading. Ages: K and below.

Open to the community!

November 19
11:00 am

Youth Lounge

For Kids K and below!  
Bring your friends!  All are welcome!

IN PERSON!

can’t, call and share them with me - I love learning from each of you!  
Share your stories with each other.  Share them with your children and 
your parents.  Listen to the stories of others.  

We are the story bearers.  We are active participants in not just the story 
of the Jewish people but the stories of our communities and our families.  
As we share the stories of others, we become the bearers of their stories 
as well.  That is how we maintain our peoplehood.
I can’t wait to hear your stories.

L’Shalom,

Sharon

Questions?  Call Sharon Diamondstein at 
(609) 921-7207 
or email her at

SDiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org
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MESSAGE from 
the President
Alexandra Bar-Cohen
president@thejewishcenter.org

I am a person who loves words. Especially “untranslatable 
words,” foreign words that don’t have a direct English equivalent 
but are the essence of what you mean. 
 
Hebrew speakers will know the words ‘STAM’ and ‘DAVKA’- 
these are words Israelis often use even in the middle of an 
English sentence because they are exactly what is meant but 
there is no precise way to say it in our language. 
 
“DAVKA now when I want to get on with services, the President 
has to go off on a literary tangent!” Right?
 
This summer my daughter Luna and I were wandering the city. 
We found a box of untranslatable words in a store on the Upper 
West Side and she urged me to bring it home. 
Not wanting to seem ANTI-SEMANTIC, I agreed.
 
Many of the words resonated so ask me later and I’ll share 
what Waldeinsamkeit means and why the word Litosk sums up 
practically everything I learned about the psyche of the Czech 
people while living in Prague. But one word applied to US.
 
‘Querencia’ is Spanish for a place where we feel safe, a “home” 
that is the source of our strength and inspiration. That is what 
The Jewish Center is. Not a synagogue. Not a building. The 
Jewish Center is us, our community, a source of strength and 
inspiration and most of all, CONNECTION. 
 
It is our Querencia. 

Speaking of words, my father-in-law (zichrono levracha) had a 
penchant for puns, a talent for telling really bad jokes. I recently 
heard the worst one I’ve encountered in years and share it now 
with you in his honor. Apologies in advance. 
 
A Priest, an Imam, and a RABBIT walk into a bar. 
The bartender says to the RABBIT: “what are you doing here?” 
The RABBIT replies: “I believe I am the victim of a horrible 
AUTO-CORRECT accident!”
 
Every time I start to text the word ‘COMMUNITY’, as in “TJC 
community,” autocorrect tries to persuade me that what I really 
mean is the word ‘COMMERCIAL.’
 
The words ‘Community’ and ‘Commercial’ might be similar 
according to Apple’s A1, but in reality no two terms should be 
more dissimilar when it comes to our Jewish lives. 
 
And it is about that difference that I want to talk to you tonight.
The old school, last century model of synagogue life is 
transactional. It is based mostly on a COMMERCIAL 
relationship:
 
“I pay dues. 
I get access to programming.
I’ve got a rabbi for life events, good and bad.
I get tickets for high holidays.
I get bar-mitzvah training and Jewish education for my kids.

But as soon as I don’t need all that, I’m done. I can quit 
my synagogue like I can quit my gym.” Services rendered, 
relationships not required.
 
But the reality is, a transactional model will not serve us 
now that Jewish content can be streamed from anywhere in 
the world. The key to the success of our community is being 
COVENANTAL, not transactional. 
 
Covenantal is about what we get to do as part of our Jewish 
Center community rather than what we get in exchange for our 
dues. It is about being better because we know each other better.
 
Our Dorot or Generations Initiative is the part of this year’s 
Strategic Plan Infrastructure that is taking a deep dive into 
membership models to better understand how we can embrace 
the covenantal over the transactional. 
 
These name tags are part of how we prioritize covenantal 
engagement, as is the coffee bar in the lobby on Shabbat, the 
monthly Friday night dinners, affinity groups like TJC Hikes, 
the Facebook Group Kehilat Community Connection, and so 
much more - all mindfully designed to encourage interaction not 
transaction. 
 
Emilie Kovit, our new Director of Programming and 
Engagement, is excited to work with each one of us so we can do 
just that - enhance what we do TOGETHER. 

According to our COVENANTAL paradigm, the Jewish Center 
is not our BUILDING. 
The Jewish Center is US, and what we do together.  
 
The Jewish Center is our Querencia

It is easy to feel part of a community in the best of times, like 
when we packed this sanctuary celebrating Rabbi Merow’s 
installation or dressed to the nines at the gala with friends, some 
of whom we hadn’t seen since pre-Covid.
 
But perhaps it is in the worst of times that community is 
strongest. I felt this personally, when my mom’s health declined 
rapidly and she passed away this spring, a deeply sad and 
difficult journey. But it was precisely then that I truly learned 
what it means to be part of a kehilah. A COMMUNITY. 
 
The Jewish Center continues to be a critical support for me and 
my family during this year of living kaddish, as I know it is for so 
many of you. 
We truly are a wonderful, covenantal, Querencia. I am beyond 
grateful. 
 
I am wearing my mother’s synagogue hat tonight in her memory. 
Her absence is in some way made bearable by the presence of 
our community. 
I know that I am not alone.
 
Community has been an imperative since the very beginning, 
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November Committee Meetings:

EC November 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Board November 17 at 7:00 p.m.

literally, in Bereshit, when God said  “It is not good for Human 
to be alone.” Likewise we must enable vibrant Jewish life not just 
for us, but for the future. The things we envision now will ripple 
into the lives of our children and our childrens’ children. 
 
In 1995 after a 70-year absence a small number of wolves were 
reintroduced to Yellowstone National Park, setting off a trophic 
cascade that was so impactful that it changed the rivers. 
 
Trophic cascades are powerful indirect interactions that occur 
when predators limit the density and/or behavior of their prey 
and thereby enhance survival of the next lower level on the food 
chain. In the absence of a predator, elk had completely deforested 
entire swaths of the park. 
The presence of the wolves changed the elk’s behavior, causing 
them to avoid the valleys and gorges, allowing plants and trees to 
regenerate in those areas. 
The growing forests attracted birds and also beavers, which 
created dams, allowing ducks, fish, reptiles,and amphibians to 
thrive in and impact the health of the rivers. 
Wolves kept coyotes in check, which in turn increased the 
RABBIT population (and possibly the RABBI population!), and 
so attracted more predators like eagles and bears, who could eat 
from the now verdant berry bushes. 
 
In time these interconnected cascading changes decreased 
erosion and stabilized the banks, causing the rivers to actually 
change their course. 
This one little thing, the reintroduction of wolves, transformed 
an entire ecosystem.
 
We at TJC, like the flora and fauna of Yellowstone, are all 
interconnected. 
 
Think of the trophic cascade, the ripple effect that might occur 
in your own life when you truly engage with your Jewish Center 
community. What amazing things could happen when you 
indulge in whatever point of connection brings you here: social, 
religious, spiritual, educational? 
 
When you say YES to starting that Torah study group? Or learn 
to daven with our clergy team? 
Or lace up your sneakers to play pickleball, check out Mahjongg 
or chess? What if you post in Kehilat Community Connection 
to see who wants to join you in a walk after Religious School 
drop-off?
 
Think of the trophic cascade that will occur in the life of our 
COMMUNITY when you truly engage? 
Whose life is touched because you decided to gauge interest in 
a TJC running group? Because you had coffee in our lobby and 
struck up a convo with someone you’ve never spoken to? What 
skills, talents, interests can you enjoy with your community here 
at The Jewish Center? And listen, I am not even talking about 
chairing a committee or serving on the board (though we are 
very grateful to those who do). 
 

JUST...ENGAGE.
 
Every time you show up.
Every time you greet a new person.
Every thing you do as part of The Jewish Center creates 
community.  
 
Our clergy and staff are to be commended for all the good work 
they do, every day, for The Jewish Center. But they alone do not 
create our community. They plan for it, they enable it, they can 
spark it, but only we, by choosing to engage, can truly make it 
happen. 
 
One example: for years we discussed switching from plastic to 
real dinnerware. But it took an affinity group of people interested 
in brainstorming ways we could be more sustainable to support 
that change. Our investment in reusables will pay off financially, 
for the earth, and for our kehilah. It enhanced community on 
the front end -when like minded TJCers got to know each other 
and shared ideas, and it continues to create community on the 
back end - because each time we break bread the experience is 
elevated - our kiddush lunch, created by all you in Kiddish Krew, 
is special enough to be served on real plates. So the food tastes 
better, the mood is more celebratory, people linger, connections 
are formed. 
 
Last year we lived our Jewish values, among them Ba’al Tashhit 
(do not destroy), by skipping the glossy Annual Fund brochure 
that inevitably ends up as landfill fodder. It felt like a gamble, 
but YOU did not disappoint. Not only did you send in your 
contribution without the aid of a fancy brochure, but many of 
you did so before we could even reach out to talk with you about 
why your support is so crucial. 
 
There will be no glossy brochure this year, 
but we will once again call to speak with you about why your 
support makes a difference. 
The Annual Fund helps enable every aspect of our Jewish 
Querencia. 
 
I look forward to personally connecting with many of you - 
AND thanking you for your continuing commitment to our 
community.
 
Remember, this doesn’t happen on its own. We need YOU to 
make our incredible covenantal community a reality. 
 
So, tell me, how do you plan to engage in our community in the 
year 5783? Send me an email (after the chag) with your pledge to 
engage. We will share it with our community!

Alexandra Bar-Cohen
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8:15 p.m. Via Zoom - OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY
PROGRAM WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM. PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE THOUGH SHULCLOUD AT 

WWW.THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG   A Zoom link will be sent to all registrants prior to the event.

Leah Boustan is a Professor of Economics 
at Princeton University, where she also 
serves as the Director of the Industrial 
Relations Section. Professor Boustan is 
also the co-director of the Development 
of the American Economy Program 
at the National Bureau of Economic 
Research. Her new book Streets of Gold: 

America’s Untold Story of Immigrant 

Success (PublicAffairs 2022) compares 
immigration in the United States during 
the Ellis Island era a century ago with 
immigration today. 

Tuesday, 
November 15

 8:15 p.m.

Professor of Economics, 
Princeton University
Leah Boustan

Streets of Gold: America’s 
Untold Story of Immigrant 

Success
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Nov
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Nov

3

JCUSY chill with TJC 

RSVPs are required to Youth Director Ethan Weg at eweg@thejewishcenter.org

8th through 12th graders are invited to come hangout with your TJC friends
tonight! Join us for movies, board games, and a great time.
In addition to snacks we will have a chicken nugget and veggie nugget bar,
with homemade sauces and homemade french fries.

E
ve

n
ts

TJC Youth Programming

Nov

8
Nov

20

Wednesday, 6-8 PM

Nitzanim chill with TJC 
3rd and 4th graders are invited to come hangout with your TJC friends tonight!
Join us for movies, board games, and a great time.
In addition to snacks we will have a chicken nugget and veggie nugget bar,
with homemade sauces and homemade french fries.

Thursday, 6-8 PM

Kadima chill with TJC 
5th through 7th graders are invited to come hangout with your TJC friends
tonight! Join us for movies, board games, and a great time.
In addition to snacks we will have a chicken nugget and veggie nugget bar,
with homemade sauces and homemade french fries.

Tuesday, 6-8 PM

Day of  Chesed!
Everyone in grades 3rd through 12th is invited to join us for our Day of Chesed!
"Chesed" means lovingkindness, and after some pizza for lunch, we will be
participating in a handful of different social action & tikun olam projects that
will embody what it means to do chesed.

Sunday, 12:00-2:30 PM

Mah Jongg Workshop
Thursday, November 17

7:00 p.m.
at The Jewish Center

 
Workshop for new players 

led by Judi Fleitman 
& live game for all. 

 
All levels welcome!

 
DATES: November 19, December 17 

after Shabbat Services

Mah Jongg

Questions? Email judykutin@gmail.com for more info

Thanksgiving Day 
Interfaith Service

11:00 a.m.
Princeton University Chapel

The community service is on Thanksgiving Day at 
11:00-12:00 at the beautiful Princeton University 

Chapel.  It’s an opportunity to share the day with our 
TJC congregants along with the greater Princeton 

community.  Each year the community is treated to 
readings of a variety of faith based traditions and 

music to ring in the day.
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Mazal Tov...On Your Great News!
To Lew Gantwerk on his special birthday.
 
To Ginger Schnitzer on her special birthday.
 
To Alan Medvin on his special birthday.
 
To Sally Steinberg-Brent and Dan Brent on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Jodie Danielle Brent.
 
To Ginny Mason and Bobby Willig on the birth of their 
grandson, Jordan Benjamin Willig.
 
To Sara and Steven Just on the birth of their grandson.
 
To Ziona Silverman on the birth of her great-granddaughter, 
Sophia Prager.
 
To Karen and Don Polakoff, who are delighted to announce the 
birth of their fourth grandchild, Demi Rose Polakoff.
 
To Helaine and Hanan Isaacs on the engagement of their son 
Stuart to Sarah Bowler.
 
To Ruth and Rob Goldston on the engagement of their son 
Jacob to Dara Goodman.
 
To Joyce and Clive Usiskin on the marriage of their 
granddaughter, Dr. Ilana Meryl Usiskin to Dr. Aaron Joseph 
Ezra Hakim on Sunday, August 21, 2022.
 
To Joel and Gloria Berger on Lauren’s Graduation.
 
To Josh Zinder receiving the Hakarat Ha Tov award.
 
To Shoshana Silberman, who was recently informed that she 
has won the PJ Library Author Incentive Award for her board 
book for young children, My Family Seder.
 
To Rabbi Andrea Merow, how lucky we are to have a warm, 
caring Rabbi.
 
To Rabbi Andrea Merow for the beautiful eulogy for our 
mother; your compassion and caring is greatly appreciated.
 

Email your news to us: mazaltov@thejewishcenter.org

To Rabbi Andrea Merow on your installation.
 
To Rabbi Andrea Merow for the wonderful graveside service she 
conducted for my mother, Sheila Nitzberg-Kartoz.
 
To  Gabrielle Kamenir, who made her stage debut earlier this 
month as “Frog” in the musical production of “A Year with Frog 
and Toad” sponsored by “Let’s Make a Musical” summer camp in 
Montgomery.
 
To Camille Rosenthale, granddaughter of Ellen and George 
Pristach, on being cast in the role of Anne Frank in Hopewell 
Valley Central High School’s production of “The Diary of Anne 
Frank.”
 
To Dr. Joan Goldstein, whose upcoming TV show will be with 
guest Deanie Yasner, author of “Essie Rose’s Revelation Summer”. 
A current show is with Sara Blau the leader of “Game Changers 
NY”.  
 
To Everyone who worked on our Gala. Weekend Co-chairs: Marc 
Citron and Dina Shaw. Installation Co-Chairs: Nancy Lewis and 
Abbye Cornfield with an assist from Debbi Gitterman. Gala Co-
chairs: Neil Wise and Shari Allen. A great time was had by all. Kol 
Hakavod!
 
To Jaimi Gaffe, winner of our Big Apple Bake-Off at our Welcome 
Back Event. Runner-up was Judy Leopold. Thank you to all 17 
entrants!
 

The Jewish Center is the place to be in 
Princeton and Mercer County! Tell your friends 
and let’s grow our synagogue together.  Contact 
the office for more information or email us at 

info@thejewishcenter.org
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FRED APPEL & MARILYN BESNER*
 

RONNI BAER & STEVEN ELMETS
 

GARY BASS & 
KATHERINE (KATY) GLENN BASS &

CHILD MIRIAM
 

LORIN & KIM DECKER
 

SETH FISHMAN & ANNA KITCES
 

ROBERT & RANDI GELBARD*
& THEIR CHILDREN JOSHUA & SIMON

 

BRUCE GOLDSTEIN
 

RUTH & PHILIP HOLMES
 

SHEPPARD & ALLEGRA KAUFMAN &
THEIR CHILDREN 

LILA & SERENA
 

REBECCA & JAN MEURER & THEIR
KIDS NOAH, EMMA & CATHERINE

 

LEE O'NEILL & 
ALISSA BROTMAN-O'NEILL* & THEIR

CHILDREN GABBY & JULIA
 

SHERRY PITKOFSKY & SETH COHEN &
THEIR CHILDREN PARKER & ELLIE

 

ALLAN & DIANE RICHMAN
 

ERIC ROBERTS
 

SHIRA & RICK SCHAKTMAN & THEIR
KIDS LILA, ISABELLA & ZACHARY

 

DANIEL & LEORA SCHEINERMAN &
THEIR CHILDREN CARMELLA & RAYA

 

GABY SCHREIBER
 

JILL & ANDREW SCHWARTZ & THEIR
CHILDREN EMILY, DREW & WILL

 

JARED & KAYLA SORIN & THEIR
CHILDREN BLAKE, OLIVIA & ASHER

 

GIL STEINLAUF
 

*REJOINED!
 

NEW MEMBERS
SPOTLIGHT
AN INTERVIEW WITH
THE MEURER FAMILY

Background: The family of five: Parents, Becca and Jan
Meurer, and children, Noah (sophomore at Northwestern),
Emma (freshman at Tufts), and Catherine (junior at the
George School). They are moving here from Singapore (via
Germany, Russia, France, Venezuela, Cincinnati,
Switzerland, and Germany again). We are lucky that due to
Jan's work at J&J that they have chosen to become part of
our community! 
We interviewed them to find out more about them:

TJC: How did you decide to join TJC?
Becca: We were looking for a dynamic community with a lot
going on. TJC has a lot going on! This summer Catherine
went on Gesher (the Young Judea summer tour of Israel) and
one of the girls she met said "You should go to TJC!"

TJC: What is your favorite Jewish Holiday?
Becca: Passover, although my children complain that we
have to keep passover. I love the seder! 

TJC: Through your travels what Jewish connections have you
had?
Becca: We have been in some pretty amazing Jewish
communities around the world. When we lived in Russia we
would alternate between Chabad's warm international
community and the Moscow Choral Synagogue. Their
cantorial choir of 12 cantors was absolutely magical for the
High Holidays. 

No matter where we are living, every Friday we would light
candles and have wine and challah. If we hadn't moved
around as much, the weekly tradition might not have been
as special. Jewish friends we have met in different countries
have turned into family away from home. When we
celebrated Emma and Noah's Bnai Mitzvot in Israel, friends
came from all over the world to celebrate with us, including
our rabbi from Moscow, friends from Geneva, Germany and
Russia, and family and friends from the States.

TJC: What has your favorite TJC event been so far?
Becca: Our decision to join was definitely cemented in after
attending two Friday night services including a Cocktails in
the Courtyard. Everyone was so friendly, and it was lovely.
Being in a welcoming community is really important to us.

TJC: Is there something you are looking forward to?
Becca: Being back in the US is different after so many years
away. We are looking forward to getting involved in TJC and
wider Princeton and to meeting lots of people. This is our
new adventure, and we are looking forward to seeing what it
will bring. 

DO YOU WANT TO
HELP INTEGRATE

ONE OF THESE NEW
FAMILIES INTO OUR

COMMUNITY?
 

YOU CAN BECOME A NEW
MEMBER SPONSOR

TODAY!
 

CONTACT EMILIE KOVIT AT
EKOVIT@THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
BECOMING A NEW MEMBER

SPONSOR.

 TJC
WELCOMES
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James Rabinowitz
November 5
James Erez Rabinowitz is a 7th grade student at Princeton Middle School. James likes almost 
all sports, especially basketball, surfing, and skiing. He is a full-fledged sneakerhead (ask him 
about any Nike and he’ll tell you about it). James loves animals and the environment. For his 
Chesed project, James collected electronics to be reused and donated to people in need. He plays 
saxophone in the Princeton Middle School band, and loves to do art and customize shoes. He’d 
especially like to give a shout out to his parents, grandparents, and friends.

Sadie Gallagher
November 19
Sadie Leah Gallagher loves to help people - especially younger children. For her Chesed Project, 
Sadie chose to spend time each week in a Kindergarten classroom at Littlebrook Elementary 
School, working with students that struggled in learning to read.  She recognizes the importance 
of literacy in all aspects of life and found this project incredibly rewarding. Sadie might want to 
be an early childhood teacher someday.
Sadie was born in New York City and moved to Princeton when she was eight years old. She 
is an eighth grader at Princeton Middle School, plays for her school’s field hockey team, and 
spends her summers at Rambling Pines and sleepaway at Camp Lindenmere. Sadie makes great 

friends everywhere she goes, and she loves spending time with them, her dog, and her family. Sadie has worked so hard to 
prepare for her special day. She thanks her family and friends for their love and support, and also extends a special “thank 
you” to Rabbi Merow, Avi, Ronit and Sharon for their help.

The Hachutzah
Exploratory Trail needs

volunteers!
 

Interested? 
Email Judy Kutin at
judykutin@gmail.com
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TJC Honors Longtime Employee 
Jay Craig
On September 9, 2022, the courtyard overflowed with 
congregants, along with friends and family members 
of Jay Craig, to honor him posthumously. 

Jay was a long-time beloved employee of The Jewish Center, 
serving as the Superintendent of Facilities and Grounds for more 
than two decades. He cared 
deeply for our congregants, particularly the children with whom 
he came in contact every day. 
 
Julian Craig, Jay’s son, noted that the event was a meaningful 
way to bring the Princeton Jewish and Black communities 
together. Jay’s widow, Frances Broadway Craig, remarked that 
she and her family always knew they had a home at The Jewish 
Center. She expressed her delight at seeing so many Jewish 
Center friends gathered together to celebrate Jay.
 
A large brick paver was installed in the courtyard in Jay’s 
memory.

Sunday, November 6th 12:30—1:30 pm 
Thinking About Thanks 

Sunday, December 11th 12:30—1:30 pm 
Hanukah Suganyot Decorating 

Saturday, January 28th 6:00—7:00 pm 
Pajama Havdalah 

Sunday, February 5th 12:30—1:30 pm 
Birthday Party for the Trees 

Sunday, March 5th 11:00 am 
Purim Carnival 

Sunday, April 2nd 12:30—1:30 pm 
Super Seder Story 

Sunday, May 7th 2:00—5:00 pm 
TJC Trike-A-Thon 

LOOKING FORWARD  TO 
SEEING YOU ! 
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As I was preparing for 
my interview with Phyllis 
Caras, I happened to 
mention to my husband 
that she would be the 
subject of my next 
Synagogue Spotlight. 
He reminded me of the 
time, during the start 
of the pandemic, that 
he helped her order her 
own prayerbook, because 
she wanted to be able to 
continue to participate 
in services fully, even if 
people weren’t able to 

gather at the sanctuary.

Once you get to know her, you’ll understand how truly fitting 
it seems that one of the most important things for Phyllis at 
the start of isolation was to have her own siddur. After all, she 
grew up at a time when women didn’t attend religious school 
– but she did. After insisting on going, Phyllis was the only 
girl in her class at a rather traditional conservative temple. She 
learned Hebrew and watched her father ultimately turned from 
resistant to proud. Growing up in Long Beach (Long Island, 
NY) in a kosher, observant home, it makes sense that Phyllis 
wanted to be a part of it. 

It’s also no surprise that, having visited approximately 75 
countries around the world, Phyllis recalls Israel as the most 
special. “Did you ever go someplace and feel at home?” she 
asked me. “That’s how Israel was with us.”

By us, Phyllis is referring to her 
marriage of 66 years to her beloved 
Bernie. The two met during college 
and married two weeks after her 
graduation, when she was 19. When 
you listen to Phyllis talk about their life 
together – in fact when you listen to 
Phyllis talk about nearly every aspect 
of her life - you can hear the joy. 

Bernie and Phyllis moved back to 
Long Beach at the beginning of their 

marriage, where she went nights to Adelphi University and 
earned her Masters in Teaching. Soon after, Bernie was one of 
three people invited under Eisenhower to be part of the Atoms 
for Peace Program, which brought them to North Carolina. As 
their family started to form, this role and future opportunities 
led them to move around a lot.

“We moved 11 times in 16 months, with one child and one 
dog. It was fun, though, because we were young! We ended up 
in Chicago for about 3 months, that was our longest,” Phyllis 
recalls.
Ultimately, it was a job opportunity in Princeton that brought 
them to settle in this area from Yonkers, where they were last 
located. Upon arriving in Princeton, the couple immediately 
joined The Jewish Center, which became the center of their 
world. From Friday night or Saturday morning services, to 
New Year’s Eve celebrations, it was where they met all of their 
friends and became a part of the community. 

Once her two young sons were starting out in school, Phyllis 
began helping out a boy with hearing loss learn science at 
Community Park Elementary School. The district became 
smitten with her and for the next 26+ years Phyllis taught at 
the middle school (at both Valley Road and on Walnut Ave), 
first in home economics and then in science.

“I was teaching science to 7th-graders, and I had a most 
wonderful class,” Phyllis reminisces. “Once we measured the 
distance of the planets. We had Mercury, Venus, Earth and 
Mars hanging between two classrooms. When they got as far 
as Pluto, they had to put it out by Thomas Sweet on Nassau St., 
so they were able to realize distance. It was all fun stuff. To me, 
that wasn’t teaching, it was fun!”

Being around children was the highlight of Phyllis’ days. She 
and Bernie had added a baby girl to the family, and when I 
asked her what the best moment was that she can recall from 
over the years – it was raising her children. Jay, Edward and 
Jana.

It’s wonderful to hear the positivity, the fun and joy she sees in 
life, because it hasn’t always been fair to her. She and Bernie 
lost Edward after a 2.5-year fight with Leukemia during his 
college years in 1980. She’s since lost Bernie, her life partner, 
who died in 2013, the day they were intending to move 
together from a Windrows villa into an apartment. And, in 
2020, Jay passed away.

Synagogue Spotlight 
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It’s more hardship than one woman and mother should 
endure. Yet, as I spoke to Phyllis, she consistently focused 
on the positives, recalling with pleasure so many moments 
from her life. She was excited to buy the Greenblatt’s 
house (a former TJC family) in 1959 which became their 
Princeton home. She laughed about having to set up space 
heaters for Jay’s Bar Mitzvah because the temple heating 
went out. And she recalled encouraging her adult kids to 
regularly go away alone so she could spend more time with 
her grandkids. 

When I stopped by to get photos from Phyllis, she was 
meeting a friend for brunch – one she’d made in her early 
days at TJC. She’s continued to maintain the important 
friendships she made more than a half-century ago, 
finding joy in their companionship. But what makes her 
still feel full and happy today? Phyllis gloats about the 
accomplishments of her grandchildren, one still a teenager, 
the others grown up and successful. And she is so looking 
forward to becoming a great grandma for the first time!

Synagogue Spotlight is a joint project by TJC members and 
journalists Lisa Jacknow and Michele Alperin. Each month 
they take turns writing about fellow congregants to help us 
learn more about one another. This article was written by 
Lisa, who lives in Princeton with her husband Bret and their 
two sons, Gabriel and Cooper. She is Founding Editor/Writer 
of the monthly online magazine PrincetonPerspectives.com.

ChessChess
At The Jewish Center

Friday 
November 18

Once a month after Shabbat Under the Stars dinners!

Start from the basics!
Complete beginners are

welcome to those just
looking to brush up on

their skills.

With Avi Paradise
Learn Torah Trope

One hour sessions covering the different trope musical
phrases, review, & application.

Hebrew reading skill is NOT
a pre-requisite, but

participants should come
prepared to write and sing!

For questions or to RSVP, email Avi Paradise at
aparadise@thejewishcenter.org

November 1 & 8
7:00 PM
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GREAT DEBATES OF JEWISH HISTORY 
SESSION II 

 ALTERNATIVE JUDAISMS?  
RABBANITES AND KARAITES IN THE MEDIEVAL PANORAMA  

Dr. Dana Fishkin, Touro College 
 

Thursday, December 1, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
At The Jewish Center 

It is interesting to ask whether the existence of many denominations and streams of Judaism 
in the world today results from modernity, or is there some historical precedent for alternative 
forms of Judaism? In this talk, we will explore two groups that co-existed in the medieval 
Mediterranean region, Karaites and Rabbanites. Traditionally, Rabbanites were considered 
the mainstream Jews and Karaites a mere splinter group, but this narrative has been problematized 
and reconceived in recent scholarship. This talk examines the contours of each group and 
the points of connection and breakage between the two Jewish movements.  

Dana Fishkin is an Associate Professor of Humanities at Touro University’s Lander College 
for Women and Graduate School of Jewish Studies. A graduate of 
Barnard College, Dana received her Ph.D. in Jewish Studies and His-
tory from New York University. Dana is a frequent lecturer in adult 
education programs in the US and Israel and serves as a faculty 
member for the Wexner Heritage Fellowship program. Her book 
Bridging Worlds: The Poetry & Philosophy of Immanuel of Rome 
will be published in 2023 by Wayne State University Press.  

 

REGISTER ON SHULCLOUD 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER FOR THE  
REMAINING 4 IN-PERSON SESSIONS! 
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WERE EZRA AND NEHEMIAH REAL PEOPLE? 
 

Dr. Mark Leuchter 
 

Director, Jewish Studies 
Temple University 

 

Monday, November 14th  7:30 to 9:00 pm 

Dr. Mark Leuchter is Professor of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Judaism in the Department of  
Religion at Temple University. He earned his PhD from the University of Toronto in 2003. He 
has  previously served as coordinator of  Biblical Studies at University of Sydney (Australia) and   
Visiting Professor of  Hebrew Bible at University of Pennsylvania. He has served as the Mid-
Atlantic Regional President of the Society of Biblical Literature, and currently serves as the      
Executive Secretary for the Canadian Society for Biblical Studies.  He is the author of several 
books and articles on the origins of the Israelite priesthood, the development of prophetic      
literature, and the formation of ancient Jewish identity in the Persian Period.  His current book 
project is on the encounter with Persian imperial mythology in biblical literature and beyond.  

Jewish tradition has always regarded Ezra and Nehemiah as pivotal in the formation of   
Jewish identity, so much so that the Maccabees and even the Rabbis wrote heroic literature 
about them and made them central to their respective religious projects.  There was a time 
when biblical scholars took for granted the historical accuracy of the biblical texts about 
these luminaries.  But in recent decades, scholars have debated the veracity of those texts, 
with some going on to ask the question: were Ezra or Nehemiah even real people?  In this 
session, we will answer this question by exploring the relationship between text, memory 
and myth in ancient Judaism, the way that this dynamic affects the language and       
presentation of history in the biblical sources, and whether or not this helps us determine 
whether these two important, even legendary figures were rooted in the accomplishments of 
historical individuals bearing their names.  

TO REGISTER GO TO 
SHULCLOUD 
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Kochavim   Luminaries $18,000 and above
Manhigim  Leaders  $10,000 and above
Giborim   Heroes  $5,400 and above
Amudim   Pillars  $3,600 and above
Shomrim   Guardians $1,800 and above
Bonim   Builders  $900 and above
Tormim   Supporters $500 and above                           
Haverim   Friends  $180 and above

THE ANNUAL FUND 5783
GIVING LEVELS

Thank you in advance for your philanthropy.
Questions? Please contact Executive Director Joel Berger at jberger@thejewishcenter.org

or at  609.921.0100 ext. 205.
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I/We want to contribute to The Jewish Center’s 5783 Annual Fund. 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
Street Address ____________________________________________________
City ______________________________________ State_____ Zip __________
Telephone: (cell) ______________________ (home) ______________________ 
Email ___________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my/ our gift:
	 0 $18,000		 0 $10,000		 0 $5,400 
 0 $3,600		 0 $1,800		 0 $900 
 0 $500			 0 $360			 0 $180   
 Other: ___________

0 I wish my gift to be anonymous

	 0 Check  0 Visa  0 Mastercard  0 Amex    
 0 Securities

Please make checks payable to: 

The Jewish Center 
Account Number __________________________________________________
Exp. Date __ / ___ CVV___________ 
Signature ________________________________________________________

0	I/We want to make a gift of stock or mutual funds. Please have someone 
contact us.

0	I/we want to make a gift with an IRA Charitable Roller (the donor must be at 
least age 70 ½ at the time of transfer and the funds must pass directly from the 
donor’s IRA custodian to TJC) Please have someone contact us with specific 
instructions.

0	I/We are interested in including The Jewish Center in my/our estate planning.

0	Please have someone contact us about setting up a Life and Legacy gift.

Thank you in advance for your philanthropy.
Questions? Please contact Executive Director Joel Berger at jberger@thejewishcenter.org

or at  609.921.0100 ext. 205.
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All communications are via 
email. If you are NOT on our 
email list, please email us at 
info@thejewishcenter.org

 
7:00 PM Trope Class
7:00 PM       Israel Trip Information Session
8:00 PM Atidaynu Meeting

12:00 PM Talmud Study Group
6:00 PM JCUSY
7:00 PM Torah on Tap

10:00 AM 55 Plus
6:00 PM Nitzanim
7:00 PM   EC Meeting
7:30 PM LaShir

5:34 PM Candle Lighting
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30 PM Zamru

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
9:30 AM Bar Mitzvah for James Rabinowitz
6:41 PM Havdalah

9:00 AM Religious School
6:00 PM       Sulam

US Election Day

12:00 PM Bridge Club
6:00 PM Kadima
7:00 PM Trope Class
8:00 PM Dorot Meeting

12:00 PM Talmud Study Group
7:00 PM Black + Jewish John Withers Lecture

7:30 PM LaShir
Veterans Day

11:00 AM Kiddush Krew Prep.
4:27 PM Candle Lighting
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Vayera
 
8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
10:00 AM Havurah Minyan
10:00 AM Kiddush Krew
5:34 PM Havdalah

7:30 PM Lifelong Learning
                    Were Ezra and Nehemiah Real 
 People?

12:00 PM Bridge Club
7:30 PM Book Club
8:15 PM Great Minds Salon

12:00 PM Talmud Study Group 9:30 AM Nosh and Drosh
10:00 AM 55 Plus
7:00 PM Mah Jongg Workshop
7:00 PM Board Meeting
7:30 PM LaShir

4:21 PM Candle Lighting
5:15 PM Cocktails in the Corridor
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Service
7:30 PM      Shabbat Under The Stars

Shabbat Mevarchim

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
9:30 AM Bat Mitzvah for Sadie Gallagher
11:00 AM Shabbat Katan
4:00 PM Shabbat Meditation
5:29 PM Havdalah

9:00 AM Religious School
11:15 AM NYC Jewish Deli Exhibit
12:00 PM TJC Youth Day of Chesed

8:00 PM Atidaynu Meeting 12:00 PM Talmud Study Group
Rosh Chodesh Kislev
Thanksgiving Day

11:00 AM   Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

Rosh Chodesh Kislev
Thanksgiving Friday

11:00 AM Kiddush Krew
4:17 PM Candle Lighting
6:30 PM Kabbalat Shabbat Serive

Toldot

8:45 AM Bible BaBoker
10:00 AM Havurah Minyan
10:00 AM Kiddush Krew
5:25 PM Havdalah

12:00 PM Bridge Club
8:00 PM Atidaynu Meeting

9:00 AM Torah RAM-ifications
12:00 PM Talmud Study Group
8:00 PM Dorot Meeting

          November 2022                                                          Heshvan/Kislev5783
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30
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We want to thank everyone for helping out with 
ushering during the recent High Holidays. We really 
appreciate everyone’s time and support.
 
In addition, thank you very much to all who helped 
out with building the TJC Sukkahs (even in the rain!).  

Upcoming events:
• Wednesday, November 2
Torah on Tap at 7:30 pm 
(location tbd)

•Wednesday, December 7
Torah on Tap at 7:30 pm 
(location tbd)

MENS CLUB

Cocktails in the Corridor
J O I N  U S !

November 18th
5:15 pm

Before Shabbat Services
 

Artwork presentation 
by TJC member Claude Winn

 
Drinks, Snacks and Schmoozing!

In conjunction with the Kennesaw Museum of
History and Holocaust Education exhibit
“Black+Jewish: Connection, Courage, Community,”
The Jewish Center of Princeton hosts former
ambassador to Albania, John L. Withers II, who will
tell his father’s story of hope in the aftermath of 
 World War II. As the author of Balm in Gilead: A
Story from the War, Ambassador Withers relates
how, in 1945, his father and the other members of
an all-Black U.S. Army company risked sheltering
two young Dachau concentration camp survivors in
contravention of military policy. 

 W E D N E S D A Y ,  N O V .  9 ,  7  P M
V I A  Z O O M

To register for this program and to receive
the Zoom link, contact Linda Oppenheim,
linda.oppenheim@gmail.com

Lt. John L. Withers            

Ambassador John L. Withers II    

BALM IN GILEAD:
HOW BLACK SOLDIERS

RESCUED YOUNG
HOLOCAUST
SURVIVORS

For more information on this presentation and/or if you are interested
in obtaining a copy of the book, Balm in Gilead: A Story from the War,
please contact Wilma Solomon, wsolomon84@gmail.com.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday, December 6

 8:15 p.m.

Matt Wasserman
and Sean Jackson

Talking Trenton - The Good 
News, The Challenges and 

The Process of Change

8:15 p.m. Via Zoom - OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY
PROGRAM WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM. PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE THOUGH SHULCLOUD AT 

WWW.THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG   A Zoom link will be sent to all registrants prior to the event.

Successful, viable urban centers are core to our larger 
community’s success.  As our Capital City, Trenton has a range 
of assets that are often overlooked in the face of its challenges. 
For the past forty years Isles, a local community development 
nonprofit, has been working with City residents  and families to 
pursue positive change  that draws on what local people have 
to contribute. From supporting disengaged youth to  qualify for 
work in the green economy, to interrupting the cycle of violent 
crime  and making homes lead-safe and energy-efficient, Isles  
works to find innovative solutions to complex local issues.

Matt Wasserman (right, top) is an Innovation & Sustainability 
Executive with thirty years of corporate, non-profit, and 
entrepreneurial experience.  He is a strong social and 
environmental advocate, sits on numerous non-profit Boards, 
including Isles, and cofounded Sustainable Princeton, 
developing one of the first sustainability-focused action plans in 
NJ. Matt is a certified Climate Change Professional and recently 
cofounded Community FoodCycle, a company working to 
provide mobile, no-fuss food waste solutions for municipalities.

Sean Jackson (right, bottom) became Isles CEO in October 2020 
after having served as a board member and consultant to the 
organization.  Sean has extensive experience in public policy, 
law, and real estate development. He previously served as State 
Director for U.S. Senator Bob Torricelli before transitioning to the 
private sector as Sr. Vice President of Rosemont Associates, a 
public policy consulting and real estate development firm. 
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PLEASE, NO TRIAL SIZE ITEMS OR AEROSOL CANS

Additional wish items can be found & purchased here & sent to TJC with
note Veteran's Drive:

https://www.amazon.com/registries/custom/1698SQ6IJXUHZ/guest-
view

Wish List Items Requested:

PLEASE JOIN THE JEWISH CENTER TO SUPPORT

THE NEW JERSEY
VETERANS MEMORIAL

HOME

Nail polish
Nail polish remover wipes
Alcohol free mouthwash

Toothbrush/Electric toothbrush
Toothpaste

Deodorant (men and women, non-aerosol)
Toilet water pump spray like Jean Nate both for men and

women
Shampoo and Conditioner

Hair styling products
Electric razors

Sweatshirts, Sweatpants, medium/large/X-Large for both
men and women

November 1 - 30
Items can be dropped off in the collection bin in

the main lobby at TJC.
Tues - Thurs: 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

This drive is in honor of the talk Balm in Gilead: How Black Soldiers Rescued
Young Holocaust Survivors with John L. Withers II, former ambassador to

Albania, on November 9 at 7 p.m. via zoom. See flyer in newsletter for more
information.



25

LLaaSShhiirr,, 
tthhee  JJeewwiisshh  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CChhooiirr  ooff  PPrriinncceettoonn,,  

iiss  sseeeekkiinngg  eexxppeerriieenncceedd  ssiinnggeerrss  

ttoo  bbee  ppaarrtt  ooff  iittss  22002222--22002233  sseeaassoonn  
 
 

 
	

Rehearsals on Thursday evenings from 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
at The Jewish Center 

  

AAdddd  YYoouurr  VVooiiccee  ttoo  oouurr  CChhoorruuss  ––  

WWee  CCaann  MMaakkee  BBeeaauuttiiffuull  MMuussiicc  TTooggeetthheerr!!  
  

For more information, please write to  
LaShirDirector@gmail.com 

Next Nosh & Drosh Meeting
November 17 - 9:30 a.m.

Via Zoom

Torah RAM-ifications
Wednesday

November 30
9:00 AM     Via Zoom

Join Rabbi Merow & other TJC staff members for
morning coffee as Rabbi shares Torah tidbits!

Open Zoom Conversation - Link will be sent before event

✡ Shabbat Meditation
November 19, 4:00 p.m. in person
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We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support The Jewish Center by remembering and honoring friends 
and loved ones through their generous contributions:

HIGH HOLIDAY FLOWERS
In memory of 
Gloria Shavel, Matthew Shavel, Merrye 
Shavel-Hudis and Rabbi Adam Feldman
     from The Shavel Family 

GENERAL FUND                  
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

In honor of 
Lew Gantwerk on his special birthday
     from Heidi Joseph and David Saltzman 

Sally Steinberg-Brent and Dan Brent on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Jodie 
Danielle Brent
     from Jon and Ruth Shavel

Helaine and Hanan Isaacs on the 
engagement of their son Stuart to Sarah 
Bowler
     from Heidi Joseph and David Saltzman

In memory of 
Jay Craig
     from Ellen and George Pristach 

Rena Klein
     from Donna and David Gabai, Anita
    and Sam Cohen, Edith Neimark, Joe and
   Barbara Schwartz, Chavurah Aviv

Marci Lieberman
     from Allen and Rhona Porter

Bob Altman
     from Robin and Alan Wallack

Jacob Feinstein
     from Naomi Richman Neumann and 
     Jerry Neumann, Peter and Seva Kramer,
    Barbara Litt, David and Joan Rosenfeld, 
    Marjorie Simon

Harold Sambol
     from Stacey Bialow, Neal and 
    Carli Masia

Sonia “Sunny” Merow
     from Arnold Lurie

Stuart Singer
     from Lana and Elliot Sambol

Gil Gordon
     from Gordon Community Fund

Sheila Nitzberg-Kartoz
     from Heidi Joseph and David Saltzman

Pearl Fiegler and Elias Shylit
     from Sharon Shylit

Michael Jules Mattes
     from Tobe and Nat Fisch

Samuel Cohen
     from Community Without Walls, 
    House 4, Martha and Marty Rossman

Stanley Siegle
     from Rita Swirsky

Rosa Elvia D’avila
     from Jose Matiella

Roman and Anna Elsner
     from Norbert Elsner

Judy and Sheldon Friedman
     from Lisa Knuckey

Michael Curtis
     from Marcie and Marc Citron

Paulette Soffin
     from Heidi Joseph and David Saltzman,
    Alison and David Politziner

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In honor of 
Harold Heft with heartfelt thanks for your 
wise and meaningful efforts
     from Ziona Silverman

The wedding of Eli and Sonia Heft
     from Moshe and Judy Margolin

In memory of 
Jacob Feinstein
     from Beverly Rubman, Sher 
    and Jeanne Leiman

Harry Jacob Leiman
     from Sher Leiman

Edith Duberstein
     from David and Roslyn Vanderbilt

ANNUAL FUND
In memory of 
Jacob Feinstein
     from Bob and Judy Levine 

Rabbi Adam Feldman, Marc Surrey and 
Frieda Weiss
     from Samantha Surrey 

ARTS & CULTURAL AFFAIRS
In memory of 
Michael Curtis
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
    and Fred Edelman

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
In honor of 
Lew Gantwerk on his 80th birthday
     from Alexandra and Barak Bar-Cohen 

HACHUTZAH EXPLORATORY 
TRAIL FUND 
In honor of 
Josh Zinder receiving the Hakarat Ha Tov 
award
     from Alexandra and Barak Bar-Cohen

In memory of 
Samuel Cohen
     from Judy and Sandy Kutin

THE JEWISH CENTER REFUGEE 
FUND
     from Denise Boisde 
     from Nora Ceja Lobylarz
     from Lucille and Michael Joye 
     from Mary Furlong
     from Angela and Bruce McGlynn
     from Princeton United Methodist 
    Church
     from Antoine and Gaud Anne Renee 
    Marie Yver
     from Pauline Seitz
     from Paul and Anne Disdier
     from Alyssa Sharkey
     from Catherine Schaeder
     from Rosemarie and Robert Moser

In honor of 
Lew Gantwerk on his special birthday
     from Alison and David Politziner* 

Ruth and Rob Goldston on the 
engagement of their son Jacob to Dara 
Goodman
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
    and Fred Edelman

Alan Medvin on his special birthday
     from Alison and David Politziner* 

Ginny Mason and Bobby Willig on the 
birth of their grandson, Jordan Benjamin 
Willig
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs

Mary Jacobson
     from James Laskey
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In memory of 
Jacob Feinstein
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
    and Fred Edelman

Herbert Albin
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
    and Fred Edelman
Sam Cohen
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
    and Fred Edelman

Stan Rand
     from Donna and Rick Rosenberg

JEWISH CENTER WOMEN FUND
In memory of 
Anne Rutman
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs 

Sheila Nitzberg-Kartoz
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross 

KIDDUSH FUND
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

LIFE AND LEGACY ENDOWMENT 
FUND
In honor of 
Joel and Gloria Berger on Lauren’s 
Graduation
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Sara and Steven Just on the birth of their 
grandson
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Sally Steinberg-Brent and Dan Brent on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Jodie Danielle 
Brent
     from Linda and Art Meisel, Evy 
    and Lenny Grossman

Ginny Mason and Bobby Willig on the 
birth of their grandson, Jordan Benjamin 
Willig
     from Linda and Art Meisel

Our Aliyot on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Shoshana Silberman on her PJ Library 
Author Incentive Award
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Evy and Lenny Grossman on their 50th 
anniversary
     from Dan Brent and 
    Sally Steinberg-Brent

In memory of 
Meyer Sapoff
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Rena Klein
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Jacob Feinstein
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Sam Cohen
     from Linda and Art Meisel, 
    Marsha and Eliot Freeman

Paulette Soffin
     from Amy and Eran Zacks

MARCHAND ESPIR FAMILY 
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND
In memory of 
Paulette Soffin
     from Alexandra and Barak Bar-Cohen, 
    Linda and Art Meisel

Michael Curtis
     from Marsha Levin-Rojer

NEIMARK SENIOR MITZVAH FUND
In memory of 
Irene Fraum
     from Allan Silverman

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In honor of 
The 60th Wedding Anniversary of Eliot and 
Marsha Freeman
     from Robin and Alan Wallack

RABBI ADAM FELDMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of 
Robert F. Swallow, beloved father and 
grandfather
     from Michael and Carrie Swallow

RABBI MEROW’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
     from Shruthi Sridhar 
    and Brandon Shapiro

In honor of 
Rabbi Andrea Merow, how lucky we are to 
have a warm, caring Rabbi
     from Judy and Howard Wiener

Rabbi Andrea Merow for the beautiful 
eulogy for our mother; your compassion 
and caring is greatly appreciated
     from The Friedrich Family

The Hebrew naming of Shruthi Sridhar
     from Lucy and Neil Shapiro

Rabbi Andrea Merow on your installation
     from Michelle Napell

Rabbi Andrea Merow for the wonderful 
graveside service she conducted for my 
mother, Sheila Nitzberg-Kartoz
     from Brad and Barbara Lawrence

In memory of 
Sonia “Sunny” Merow
     from Alison and David Politziner, 
    The Ferman Family, Neal and 
    Carli Masia

Rabbi Raymond Leiman
     from Sher Leiman

Dr. Irwin Litt
     from Barbara Litt

Rabbi David Yomtov
     from Beverly Levy Beer

Rabbi David Wolf Silverman
     from Hazel Stix 

Rabbi David Wolf Silverman
     from Harold Borkan 

Betty Ribner Borok
     from Shoshana Silberman 

Dr. Bernie Beer
     from Beverly Levy Beer

RABBI TUCKER LIFE CYCLE FUND
In honor of 
Joel Berger
     from Sara Gordon

In memory of 
Harold Sambol
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs

Sam Cohen
     from Sara Gordon

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS FUND
In honor of 
Linda Milstein being named “Congregant 
of the Year”
     from Robin and Alan Wallack

Ziona Silverman on the birth of her great-
granddaughter, Sophia Prager
     from Susan and Jonathan Gross
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SAPOFF ART PURCHASE & 
RESTORATION FUND
In honor of 
Sally Steinberg-Brent and Dan Brent on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Jodie 
Danielle Brent
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff

Ginny Mason and Bobby Willig on the 
birth of their grandson, Jordan Benjamin 
Willig
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff

Ziona Silverman on the birth of her great-
granddaughter, Sophia
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff

In memory of 
Meyer Sapoff
     from Anita and Sam Cohen, Robin 
    and Alan Wallack, Norma Papier, 
    Chavurah Aviv

Sam Cohen
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff

Rena Klein
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff

SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND
In honor of 
Suzanne Esterman
     from Jerry and Ray Kaufman 

Sally Steinberg-Brent and Dan Brent on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Jodie 
Danielle Brent
     from Susan and Jonathan Gross

In memory of 
Reuben Klaben
     from Norma Papier 

Samuel Cohen
     from Norma Papier 

SILVER CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
In memory of 
Rena Klein
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs

Samuel Cohen
     from Irene and Sam Goldfarb 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In honor of 
The Black + Jewish Exhibit
     from Mindy and Corey Langer, 
    Michele Alperin and Steven Sheriff, 
    Wilma Solomon and David Goldberg, 
    Debbi Dunn Solomon and Stephen 
    Solomon

Linda Oppenheim for making The Black + 
Jewish Exhibit possible
     from Miki Mendelsohn

Ginny Mason and Bobby Willig on the 
birth of their grandson, Jordan Benjamin 
Willig
     from Sara and Steven Just

In memory of 
Herbert Albin
     from Linda and Art Meisel, Sandra 
    Sussman and Ronald Schnur

Helene Y. Rand
     from Donna and Rick Rosenberg

SOCIAL ACTION – HOUSING FUND
In memory of 
Jacob Feinstein
     from Avi Paradise and Debbie 
Freedman 

YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMS 
FUND
     from Educational Initiative Fund*

In honor of 
Bobbi and Barry Freedman on the baby 
naming of their granddaughter Taylor 
Elana Gorden
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs

*This gift is from a Donor Advised Fund 
at the Jewish Community Foundation of 
Greater Mercer.

In Memoriam:
We extend our deepest sympathy in remembering:

Edith Duberstein, mother of Paul (Nancy Talbot) Duberstein

Herbert Albin, brother of Joyce (Michael) Rappeport

Samuel Cohen, husband of Anita

Sheila Nitzberg-Kartoz, mother of Barbara (Brad) Lawrence

Michael Curtis, husband of Judith Brodsky

Paulette Soffin, mother of Nicole (Adam Kaufman) Soffin

Harold Borkan, partner of Hazel Stix and brother of Mildred Kranzler
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Annual Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur Food Drive
The High Holy Days 
were a little “late” this 
year, and by late, I 
mean that they were 
exactly when they 
were supposed to be, 
but it gave me a little 
bit of extra time to get 
organized.  
 
My thanks to Joel 
Berger, our Executive 
Director for being on 
the ready to send out 
extra email blasts to 
all of us.  Emily Kafas, 
once again your artistry 
in putting together the 
flyer, shone through.  I 
thank you for that and 
your patience in dealing 
with me throughout the 
design process.  Roni 
Garrison, for always 
being there as the 
voice of reason and to 
get any job that needs 
doing, done, Sharon 
Diamondstein, for 
mobilizing your Hebrew 
School troops to get the 
bags with the lists ready 
for distribution on Erev 
Rosh Hashanah.  And 
thanks to our custodial 
staff, Mark Sene Charles 

and James Itomo for all your help.  There was a lot of heavy lifting 
with all of those bags and moving tables around to accommodate 
it all.
 
Once again, we split the food collected between Arm-In-Arm 
and The Kosher Pantry @ Jewish Family & Children’s Services.  
Arm-In-Arm weighs the food when they receive it and Margaret 
Cowell was thrilled to tell me that they received 1,163 pounds 
of food.  We always try to divide it somewhat evenly between 
the two organizations, and JFCS got an equivalent amount.  In 
addition, $660 in ShopRite gift cards were donated, also to be 
divided between the two organizations.
 
To all of the volunteers, a very big thank you to Fran Amir, Jason 
Diamondstein, Sharon Diamondstein, Eileen Goldman, Heidi 
Joseph, Joan Levin, Sherry Meyer, Marcia Neverson, Henry 
Opatut, Mark Pollard, Ellen Pristach, Cynthia Sage, David 
Saltzman, Carol Schwartz, Diane Schwartz, Jerry Seid, Trudy 
Borenstein Sugiura, Yasuo Sugiura, Marissa Treu and Lesley 
Wishnick.  It was a real team effort and I both appreciate and 
enjoy working with all of you.

 I know this year’s method was a little more tedious than years 
gone by, but both Margaret Cowell of Arm-In-Arm and Beth 
Englezos of the Kosher Pantry @ Jewish Family & Children’s 
Services were very grateful, not just for the enormous amount 
of food and the gift cards, but for how we organized it for them, 
saving them many hours of work.  These two organizations have 
food available for a very diverse population, even more so now 
with an influx of refugees coming to the area from Afghanistan 
and Ukraine.
 
Every year I’m humbled by the generosity of our congregation 
here at The Jewish Center.  We all realize that food insecurity is 
an on-going problem.  Although the pandemic has lifted a little 
bit, it still remains a very big issue.  My biggest thank you goes to 
all of you for once again opening your hearts and contributing to 
another very successful food drive. 
 
Stay safe, stay healthy,
Shana Tova & Chag Sameach,
 
Arlene Opatut

Jewish Themed Civil Rights Trip  – Fall 2023
Let us know if you're interested!

The Jewish Center is in the early stages of
planning a 3-day Civil Rights trip in the fall

of 2023 to important sites of the Civil Rights
Movement in Georgia and Alabama. 

We're gauging preliminary interest. 
Please  email tjctrip@thejewishcenter.org 

to let us know.

Save The Date!
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“I always believed that 
synagogues were the last 
refuge we had. It was up 
to us, this generation, to 
support them, to make 
sure they will always 
be there for future 
generations.”   Randy 
Brett

Randy and Debbie 
Brett have been active 
members of the 
synagogue ever since 
they joined The Jewish 
Center thirty years ago.  
Most recently, Randy 
served as President 

of the congregation from 2019 to 2021, perhaps the most 
demanding two years of our synagogue’s history with the 
tragic death of Rabbi Adam Feldman (z’l) in December 
2019  followed a few months later by the Covid epidemic.

Long before Randy assumed the duties of President, he 
strongly believed in the need for a strong synagogue, not 
just for existing members, but for the next generation. With 
these values fundamental to both Randy and Debbie, they 
made a Promise, a promise of a legacy gift in their estate 
plans.

LIFE and LEGACY is proud to honor and share their 
background story.

Randy and Debbie both grew up in Chicago, but miles 
apart and with very different family histories. Debbie’s 
parents immigrated to the U.S. from Galicia in southeast 
Poland, with her mother arriving in 1937 to join relatives 
already settled in Chicago.  Debbie’s father was from the 
same small town (Lesko). During the 1930s, he worked for 
a religious Zionist group in Krakow, helping to smuggle 
Jews to Palestine. During WWII, his town was taken by the 
Russians, who deported him to Siberia. Chopping wood and 

digging coal, he survived the harsh winters. He returned to 
Poland after the war. There he recognized Debbie’s mother, 
who had been sent by the Chicago family to search for 
missing relatives. They returned to Chicago after marrying, 
settled on the north side and started a family. They enrolled 
their two girls at religious school and  Debbie celebrated 
her Bat Mitzvah on Friday night.  As a teenager, Debbie 
was active in B’nai B’rith Girls.  It was at college, at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where she met 
Randy.
Randy grew up on Chicago’s far south side, in a family 
firmly rooted in the U.S; only one grandparent was born 
outside of America (his paternal grandmother emigrated 
from Hungary as a nine-year old girl).  Randy‘s early Jewish 
education came from a conservative synagogue where he 
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah. Just as BBG was part of Debbie’s 
life, the Jewish fraternity AZA, Aleph Zadik Aleph, played a 
central role during Randy’s high school years. 
Debbie earned a master’s degree in urban planning and 
Randy a bachelor’s degree in political science.  They were 
married in 1973 in Chicago. Randy had planned to pursue 
a law degree, but finances proved to be an insurmountable 
obstacle.  Instead, he postponed law school and worked 
in Human Resources for multi-national corporations and 
earned an MBA from Northwestern University’s Kellogg  
School.
In 1992, a job relocation for Randy brought him, Debbie 
and their two children, Joshua, 10, and Sharon, 8 to New 
Jersey. Having established herself in the area of land use and 
real estate market analysis  for many government agencies 
as well as private clients during her 18-year career in 
Chicago, Debbie started start her own consulting company, 
which allowed her time to juggle career and  family.
When the Bretts moved to Plainsboro 30 year ago, they 
knew no one. However that quickly changed.  Selecting 
their home in Plainsboro must have been bashert, as their 
backyard neighbors were Nancy and Neil Lewis. 
The Bretts soon became members of TJC.  The children 
started Hebrew School, and the family joined a TJC 
Havurah.  
Debbie became involved with the school committee, then 
took on leadership positions as VP of Education and as a 
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Bible BaBoker is a diverse community and carries on the 
Jewish tradition of Torah study in an open and respectful 
atmosphere. We strive for discussions based on reading 

Torah, other Jewish texts, and additional relevant resources 
from ancient to modern sources. Participants with a variety 

of backgrounds and beliefs deepen our understanding of 
Judaism, share insights and opinions, extract and develop 

wisdom, and consider our purpose in life, ethical principles 
to live by, and ways to be better human beings. Prior Torah 
knowledge or background is not necessary and new partici-
pants are always welcome. Study with us each week or when-
ever you can make it! We look forward to learning together. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87570201257pwd=SncvMTM-
vNkJOQklGWWJrdDBFMlp2dz09 

To be added to the BBB mailing list or for questions, 
contact Michael Goldin at mmgold18@yahoo.com.

Bible BaBoker  
Saturdays | 8:45 a.m. 

Trustee on the Board. Randy’s connection to the synagogue 
began with selling tickets to the Purim carnival. He moved 
on to the House committee, later serving as VP of Finance, 
and VP of Administration and Membership.
More than thirty years after Randy earned his 
undergraduate degree, after Joshua finished college and 
Sharon was in her third year, Debbie said to her husband, 
“You’ve been paying tuition all these years, you might 
as well pay it for yourself.”  Randy’s dream, deferred for 
decades, became a reality when he enrolled in Rutgers 
University School of Law – Newark  in 2004 and graduated 
in 2007.
Since then Randy has practiced law in Princeton, 
specializing in business and commercial law and 
employment law. He has litigated complex commercial 
matters and represented employees who suffered 
discrimination or were wrongfully terminated. He was 
recognized in 2020 as the Attorney of the Year by NJ State 
Bar Association’s Solo/Small Firms Section. 
And he has continued his involvement with TJC. He took 
on the responsibilities of President of the TJC in June 2019, 
a year that proved to be more challenging than anyone 
could have imagined.  Randy worked tirelessly to hold 
the congregation together after Rabbi Feldman’s sudden 
and tragic passing and during the many months of Covid 
restrictions. Under his leadership, TJC initiated options 
for congregants to attend services via live streaming and 
adult education programs through Zoom. Understanding 
the stress of B’nai Mitzvah families, Randy worked with 
TJC staff and volunteers who arranged for families to bring 
Torahs into their homes so that their important ceremonies 
could be streamed from their living rooms and shared with 
the TJC congregation and relatives.
Even inclement weather was not a barrier to keeping the 
community connected. During the month of February 
2021, Debbie accompanied  Nancy and Neil Lewis through 
the snowy streets of Plainsboro, West Windsor and 
Princeton to deliver Mishloach Manot bags for Purim.
A hallmark achievement during Randy’s presidency was 
the One Bimah for All project.  Wanting access to the 
bimah easily available to anyone who needs a wheelchair or 
walker, or has difficulty climbing steps, TJC embarked on 
a mission to raise the necessary construction funds. With 
strong congregational support, the  project was completed 
just before the High Holidays in 2021.  To Randy, creating 
the new bimah was “a true mark of inclusion” and an 
example of “putting our values towards realistic terms and 
operations. We have a history of doing that, and we need to 
maintain that history and perpetuate it.”
Debbie and Randy Brett have a long history of involvement 
at TJC that continues to this day.  Debbie is currently part 
of the LIFE and LEGACY team, and we hope you will join 

the Bretts and make a legacy gift to the synagogue or a 
direct donation to the LIFE and LEGACY Endowment 
Fund. A Promise can be completed by downloading a 
form,   https://www.foundationjewish.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/09/LL-Promise-Form-9.22.pdf, by 
completing an online Promise with the Jewish Community 
Foundation, https://bit.ly/LifeandLegacyPromise, or by 
contacting us.

Thank you.

LIFE and LEGACY Team

Evy Grossman  evgrossman@gmail.com  
Eliot Freeman   bandzfreem@aol.com  
Debbie Brett    brettassoc@gmail.com  



32

Do you have a Simcha or happy 
occasion to celebrate?  

Email us at mazaltov@thejewishcenter.org so 
we can celebrate with you!

Luckily for me, my mother loved to sing. Even luckier, was that 
she sang to her children. In addition to the usual “children’s 
songs,”  we learned rhyming songs, holiday songs, and folk songs 
in English, French, Yiddish and Hebrew. We heard Pete Seeger, 
Ruth Rubin, Theodore Bikel, and nonsense songs, but best of all 
were the Chalutz songs of her Zionist upbringing in Hashomer 
HaZair. My family is connected to one of the first kibbutzim 
established in Israel, Kfar Menachem, founded by 7 families from 
the United States and Canada, among them my mom’s youth 
group leader from Brooklyn. Our son, Jeremiah, is named for two 
of their sons, who sadly fell on the same day during the Six Day 
War. My sister, Dana, went with our mom to work at the kibbutz, 
living in the children’s house.  My brother and I did, as well; he, 
working “milking” olives, and I, lucky enough to be the assistant 
to a kibbutz artist. Alan, my husband, and I visited these youth 
group leaders many times, over many decades. They are like 
family. Once, they came home from their work to find our son 
Jeremiah sitting on their porch, playing guitar.

 Choosing one song that is meaningful to me is as impossible as 
choosing a favorite child, but I have chosen “Techezaknah”, a song 
you most likely have never heard. At one point, it was considered 
for the national anthem of Israel along with Hatikvah, but ulti-
mately rejected because it was too militant. It was the Labor Zi-
onist anthem, coming from a poem written by Chaim Nachman 
Bialik, in 1894, and beginning with “Let your hands be strong.” 
Moving, emotional, and militant, it brings a flood of memories 
every time I hear it.

 I recommend two renditions. There is one by a small group, 
filmed in black and white, from long ago. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=We07DKoDMZU
 
The other is sung by Theodore Bikel at the North American 
Jewish Choral festival, when he was already losing his voice, but 
not his fire. I was there and heard this performance, feeling the 
power and remembering that, with the establishment of the State 
of Israel, anything was possible.
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7bUtrUJ4oc
 
Alan and I have been members of TJC since the 1970s. I created 
SHEKET, the children’s choir, and I was the first woman to blow 
the shofar at High Holy Day services.

Do you know someone 
who is ill or in the hospital?  

Email Rabbi Merow at 
RAM@thejewishcenter.org to let us know.
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Havurah Minyan 
November 12 

The Havurah Minyan will meet every second 
and fourth Shabbat of the month.

Contact Neil Litt (neillitt@outlook.com) closer 
to the date to inquire whether these will be 
hybrid services or Zoom only. 
The Zoom link remains the same: 
Meeting ID = 861 4274 5562; 
Passcode: = 311195. After September, the 
Havurah Minyan will meet every second an 
fourth Shabbat of the month.

Talmud Study Group

Wednesdays at 12:00 p.m.
Available via Zoom

The Talmud Study Group continues via Zoom 
every Wednesday at 12:00. The Zoom link remains 
the same: Meeting ID = 839 3103 7869; Passcode = 
643177.

Tuesday, November 15
7:30 p.m. via Zoom.*

All are welcome to join our Book Club Discussions.  
Please contact Louise Sandburg for more information:  louise@sandsmith.com

The Last Kings of Shanghai by Jonathan Kaufman

Two families — both emerging from the Jewish quarters of Baghdad — built a financial 
empire that shaped Shanghai, protected the Jews who fled the charnel house of World 
War II Europe for China, suffered in the upheaval of the Japanese occupation and the 
Communist revolution, and eventually rebuilt their reputations and their fortunes in the 
modern China.

They were the Sassoons and the Kadoories, and their World War II efforts saved, among 
thousands of others, former Treasury secretary Michael Blumenthal, the artist Peter Max, 
and Harvard law professor Laurence Tribe...Jonathan Kaufman, the director of the 
journalism school at Northeastern who reported from China for the Globe and Wall 
Street Journal, has written their sweeping, captivating history. (Boston Globe)

For future planning, save these dates and read these books:  
December 20 – The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem by Sarit Yishai-Levi 
January 17 –The Netanyahus by Joshua Cohen
February 21 – An Observant Wife by Naomi Regan
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"I'LL HAVE WHAT
SHE'S HAVING": 

THE JEWISH DELI
Presented by the New York Historical Society 

Drive, carpool,
or take the

train to meet
us!

 
Spots are

limited to 25

Meet TJC in NYC for a guided tour &
kosher deli lunch together after!

MUSEUM ADMISSION:
$27 PER PERSON

Guided tour of exhibit
Full day admission 
Reduced admission on a future visit
 10% discount at museum store

Ticket includes: 

Parking info: www.nyhistory.org/visit

Sunday, November 20

TOUR: 11:15AM-12:15 PM

170 Central Park W &  77th St

Questions? Email Polly Strauss at
pollystrauss18@gmail.com

RSVP on ShulCloud
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Holidays Shabbat Alef-Bet
Rituals Art Song

For more information, contact Cynthia Richman,
609-921-7207 or crichman@thejewishcenter.org

Fun & Exciting Drop-Off
Sunday Programs

Ages 3-5

One Sunday per month:
September - April, 9am - 11am
The Jewish Center Members: FREE
Community Members: $350
8 Classes

Your children will make new friends and
learn through play & hands-on activities.

Open to the Community!

Bible Stories Music
Games Snack

Ganon: 3-4 year old 
Drop Off Program

Gan Katan: 4-5 year old
Drop Off Program
Sundays Weekly:
September - May, 9am - Noon
The Jewish Center Members: $852
Please call for community rates
27 Classes

Register below!
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TJC SOCIAL ACTIONTJC SOCIAL ACTION

NOVEMBER 1 - NOVEMBER 30
VETERAN'S COLLECTIONS DRIVE 

In connection to our Veteran's talk as part of the Black + Jewish
exhibit and speaker series. See flyer for full details.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
TJC VOLUNTEERS AT CORNERSTONE COMMUNITY KITCHEN

15 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. PLEASE EMAIL DANA@TOPAZ.NET BY DECEMBER 5
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SIGN UP!

DECEMBER 23, 25, 26 
MUNCHIES FOR MENSCHES 

will be preparing trays of treats and distributing them to first
responders and health care workers in our area. For more

information and sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4aaeac2aabfe3-munchies

EVERY MONTH FOURTH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 
TJC VOLUNTEERS AT TRENTON AREA SOUP KITCHEN. 

Email sarajust@gmail.com if you want to join the TJC crew.

TJC INTERFAITH REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT COMMITTEE 
invites you to find out more about how to help with the refugee

families we are supporting in our community. Help is needed finding
jobs, driving families to appointments, and more. For more

information please contact Louise Sandburg, louise@sandsmith.com
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 —Avot De Rebbe Natan

Heidi Joseph
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

Office: 609.924.1600
Mobile: 609.613.1663
heidi.joseph@foxroach.com

PRINCETON OFFICE | 253 Nassau Street | Princeton, NJ 08540
609.924.1600 | www.foxroach.com

©2013 An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.© Equal Housing Opportunity. lnformation not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Insist on … Heidi Joseph.

Each and every person is the king 
or queen of their own home. 
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Nadine Cohen
Sales Associate, Realtor

Speaks French and Hebrew
Selling Real Estate is both 

an Art and a Science

Licensed in NJ & PA
ncohen@callawayhenderson.com

nadinecohen.callawayhenderson.com
Cell: 908.405.0091

4 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08542
Office: 609 921.1050

Each office is independently owned and operated.

I will donate $180 in honor of each of my TJC clients who 
buy or sell a home this year.   

The donation will be made to the fund of their choice.   
 

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED AND GROW! 

Contact me to schedule a FREE confidential consultation 
Office: 609-921-1900|Cell: 609-577-2989|info@BeatriceBloom.com|BeatriceBloom.com 

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Please support our advertisers. 

If you’d like to advertise
 in our bulletin, printed 

11 times a year, 
please contact our TJC office at (609) 921-0100 or 

info@thejewishcenter.org.

www.erinforrey.com
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435 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ 08540

OR CURRENT RESIDENT TIME VALUE

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 172
Princeton, NJ

Contributions
The Jewish Center is grateful for the many donations that you give both in honor of joyous occasions and in memory of 
beloved family and friends. To make the logistics easier and the gifting choices clearer, a donor form is printed on the 
back of each monthly newsletter. Donor forms are also available in the Main Office. We thank you for the generosity that 
goes into each of these donations!

Your name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter:  _____________________________________________________________
Donor’s Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Occasion:    In memory of:     In honor of:   Name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Send donation acknowledgement to:  ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(A beautiful new tribute card will be sent for contributions of $18 or more. A listing will be posted as you would like it to appear in the 
newsletter for any donated amount.)

Amount Enclosed: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice below and mail this form and a check to The Jewish Center, 435 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08540. 
If you are interested in planned giving opportunities, please call The Jewish Center office, 609-921-0100 ext. 200.
Funds

  General Fund
  Bimah Accessibility Project
  Adult Education Fund
  Adult Library
  Arts & Cultural Affairs
  Fran Amir Community Service Trip Fund
  Hachutzah Exploratory Trail Fund 
  Hazzan’s Music Fund
   Irving N. Rabinowitz Conversational 

Hebrew Fund
  Israeli Affairs Fund
  Jess & Marion Epstein Lunch & Learn Fund 
  The Jewish Center Refugee Fund
  Jewish Center Women
  LASHIR
  Life and Legacy Endowment Fund
   Marchand Espir Family Holocaust 

Education Fund

  Men’s Club
  Neimark Senior Mitzvah Fund
   New Siddur ($36) New Chumash ($75)
New Machzor ($36)

  Rabbi Merow’s Discretionary Fund
  Rabbi Feldman Memorial Fund
  Rabbi Tucker Life Cycle Fund
  Religious Affairs Fund
  Religious School Fund 
  Sapoff Art Purchase & Restoration Fund
  The Schnitzer Family Shekel Fund 

     for Adventures in Israel 
  Shabbat Luncheon Fund  
  Silver Circle Scholarship Fund
  Social Action
  Social Action - Housing Fund
  Steven Levine Special Education Fund
  Tchelet Tzitzit Fund

 

  Torah Repair Fund
  Youth and Family Programs

Plaques and Remembrances
  Memorial Plaque $350 
   Tree of Life Leaf $216 
(to commemorate a simcha)

Giving Opportunities
  Adult Ed Lecture or Series $300-$600 
   Sponsor a Shabbat Congregational 
Luncheon $2,500 or Shabbat  
Kiddush $600 

Brick Pavers 
  Small - $250 
  Medium - $500
  Large - $750

* Now you can donate through our website.  
Go to www.thejewishcenter.org and follow the instructions!

Scan code to donate
 via phone or tablet.


