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MESSAGE from
the Rabbi
Rabbi Andrea Merow
609.921.0100 ext. 203
RAM@thejewishcenter.org

Friends-  

I write this note weeks before this newsletter will come out so I 
cannot know the outcome of what will have transpired from the 
second week of October until now, the start of November. What 
I do know is that today, as I write, it is six days since Hamas, may 
their name be erased, brutally attacked our People in Israel. What 
I know today is that now and forever Jews will remember that 
October 7th, the seventh day of Sukkot, the last day of the holiday 
in Israel, was a day that became part of our sad history. This year 
Simchat Torah was not a day of joy; it became the bloodiest day in 
Jewish history since the Shoah.  

On that first day of the war every shul had to decide how they 
would balance the command to be joyous on the holiday of 
Simchat Torah with the start of a terrorist attack on the Jewish 
State. We heard stories of Jews dancing on Simchat Torah in bomb 
shelters in Israel, and other rabbis in Israel telling fellow Jews to 
go home to the shelters and to take care of loved ones.  

This year I had a meal on Sukkot in a Sukka with several 
colleagues. One of our elders was there and we were privileged to 
hear stories about his survival in the camps during the Holocaust. 
We learned that as a young child he had helped to lead the Hallel, 
Psalms of Praise, on a holiday in the camp.  He remarked how 
meaningful it was for them to have the remembrance of joy at 
such a hard time. I thought about this story when we decided 
to go forward with our Simchat Torah celebration, albeit in a 
more muted way. All shuls outside of Israel needed to adapt to 
the terrible emerging reality of the day. Some cancelled evening 
services, believing there was no way to dance at this time of war. 
Others, like ours, adapted our services to try to hold both some 

joy for Torah while honoring the horror and shock we all felt.   

Each year as I prepare for our Yom Kippur musaf service I 
consider which parts of the martyrology section we will present 
and focus on that year. We begin with a remembrance of the 
rabbinic martyrs murdered by Rome. We often speak about the 
Crusades, the pogroms, the Holocaust, and a more modern act 
of anti-Semitism. This coming year we will remember those who 
were martyred on Simhat Torah. “Eleh Ezkerah, these I recall and 
my soul melts with sorrow, for the bitter course of our history I 
recall” those who were murdered on Simchat Torah in the south 
of Israel in their homes, at a music festival, helping others, and 
in defense of their fellow citizens. Eleh Ezkera, these we will 
remember. 

We do not yet know how Israel will be changed by this horrible 
war. In the coming weeks and months, we will move into a new 
reality. Hopefully peace and security will be restored.  

In the time of the Maccabees, we were not able to celebrate 
Sukkot in the great Temple in Jerusalem. After the Temple was 
rededicated on Hanukkah, our people brought the sacrifices from 
the 8 days of Sukkot to the Temple. Our next Jewish holiday is 
Hanukkah, and we know that many Israeli and Jewish families 
will be missing loved ones this year and forever. We continue to 
wish all the bereaved condolences and we pray for healing for 
all who were injured and for The Jewish People. May our People 
know no more sorrow. 

Rabbi Andrea Merow
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MESSAGE from 
the President
Heidi Joseph
tjcpresident@thejewishcenter.org

October 18, 2023 
It is difficult to write a timely article when our world is changing 
minute by minute.  As I sit at my desk, I am certain that most, 
if not all of you have your eyes glued to the news, anxiously 
awaiting the next bit of information.  

The one thing I know for certain is that nothing stays the same.  
Everything changes.  I was taught this lesson throughout my 
life.  Every time I complained about my favorite store closing or 
a friend moving away or any number of things - my mom would 
say “Nothing stays the same.  Everything changes.”   

And while that may be true, it’s not easy to deal with sometimes. 
I didn’t really understand this as a child.  As an adult, I now 
know what my mother meant.  It’s difficult to deal with change.  
In our world we deal with it daily in so many ways.  Much of 
the change is positive - but it is still change.  And all change is 
stressful. 

The news we have been dealing with has been unimaginable and 
devastating.  It’s hard to think any of us knows how to “deal” with 
this information.  Yet, we hear it.  We see it.  We try to process it.  

We seek help in understanding.  We pray.  We come together as a 
community.  And we try to go on.  There are coping strategies.  If 
you need help, please reach out to Rabbi Merow (610) 659-7989 
or Jewish Family & Children’s Service (609) 987-8100.

The impact of September 11th, more than 20 years ago, can still 
be felt in the psyches of everyone alive at that time.  The effects 
still remain, although life has resumed becoming “normal” for 
most of us.  It’s a “new” normal.  I am sure the same will happen 
to the folks living in and supporting Israel from around the 
world.   

No doubt this is hard for us all.  Israel will recover.  Yes, it may be 
a changed Israel.  But Israel will go on.  And so must we.

Heidi

Poem by Lew Gantwerk - p
resented at board training September 7, 2023

Why do I love thee, TJC
Let me count the ways

A sacred place to pray
A safe place for our kids to play

A place to make friends
A place where caring never ends

Where learning takes place
Where you can find respite from the race

Where refugees are cared for and taken care of
Where on our nature trail you might even see a dove

Where you will, if you’re open to it, be loved

INTERFAITH 
STITCHERS

The next meeting of Central New 
Jersey Interfaith Stitchers for 

Peace, will be held on November 5 
at Nassau Presbyterian Church in 

Princeton from 2:00-4:00. (There is 
no parking available on the church 

parking lot.)

All knitters, crocheters, quilters, and 
anyone interested in participating 
with an interfaith group, are most 

welcome.
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MESSAGE from the 
Executive Director
Joel Berger
609.921.0100 ext. 205  
jberger@thejewishcenter.org

As I write this article, Israel is in at war, my wife had some 
medical issues (she is fine), we just finished four intense weeks 
of the holidays, I see that Thanksgiving and Chanukah are 14 
days apart this year, and I am finishing up my 4th year here as 
Executive Director of The Jewish Center.

So, I don’t know where to begin. I am grateful we are safe here in 
America when our friends, families, and others are not in Israel. 
I am grateful for every piece of good news we can hear, knowing 
that bad news can be just around the corner. I am grateful for 
the soldiers of the IDF who are putting Israel back in order. I am 
grateful for our community, who has come together to support 
Israel. I hope the war has ended by the time you read this, and 
we are back on the path to peace. My prayers are for everyone 
affected by the chaos, and it ends up on a good note.

I am grateful that Gloria is feeling good. She had a minor heart 
scare when visiting recently, but the doctors who found the 
blockage and urged us to go immediately to the hospital were 
tremendous. I am grateful for the nurses and doctors at Penn 
Presbyterian Hospital who put in a stent and gave her heart the 
fix it needed. I am grateful to those who reached out even though 
we keep these things private. She has a great path to recovery, and 
we are all very happy…and grateful.

I am grateful for my children. Stephanie is living back here in 
Plainsboro and working part-time at TJC. She was a hero during 
the weeks leading up to the holidays and was a great help to 
Roni in the office. We cross our fingers every day that her next 
acting gig is right around the corner. And to Lauren, who keeps 
excelling in college in her sophomore year: Cast in a November 
play, singing in an A Capella group, and making the Dean’s list. I 
am grateful for all she does to stay sane in this crazy world.

I am grateful the “holidays” are over, but that new ones are right 
around the corner. We began planning for the High Holidays 
back in May. What you see is close to the final product. I am 
grateful to all of our members who joined us over the four weeks 
of holidays, bringing smiles to our faces, feeling good to be back, 
and of course, eating plenty of meals. I hope you continue to 
be the strength of our community and continue to participate 
throughout the rest of the year.

I am grateful for the staff of The Jewish Center. They are a hard-
working group, put up with a lot of issues, but continue to make 
The Jewish Center a great place to be.  

I am grateful to The Jewish Center. You took an unknown 
individual four years ago (from Miami) with the blessing of Rabbi 
Feldman. We have been through a lot, but the outlook looks 
amazing. I have met so many amazing people over the years, but 
there are others who I have not met yet. Come by and say hello. 
Come to a program or service. Introduce yourself like we have 
never met before.

As we approach Thanksgiving and Chanukah, consider what you 
are grateful for. What are the things in your life that make you 
smile, give you a warm feeling inside, and help you get through 
these crazy days?

On behalf of Gloria, Stephanie, and Lauren, we wish everyone 
a healthy, happy, and safe holidays and all the best for the New 
Year.

Joel

Grateful…Walking Through Emotions
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MESSAGE from the 
Director of Congregational Learning
Sharon Diamondstein  
609.921.0100 ext. 220  
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

Friends,

Sometimes I look forward to writing to you for our bulletin; other 
times, not so much.  I could never have imagined when I wrote 
last time how the world would change.  And now, as I sit here in 
early October, writing for the November /December bulletin that 
will serve us for Thanksgiving and Chanukah, I struggle to find 
words that I would want to read in the future.  

Today, I think about gratitude since that seems fitting as we head 
into my favorite secular holiday.  Gratitude is ingrained in our 
tradition.  The idea of gratitude in Judaism is called Hakarat 
Hatov, which translates into seeing the good.  I see the good every 
day, right before my eyes, even if I don’t think about it.  I open my 
eyes each morning - surely this is something for which I can be 
grateful.  I hug my children - perhaps a little too much for their 
liking these days, but still a gift to cherish.  Marc, the kids, and I 
have a home - a roof over our heads and two dogs that manage to 
fill our home with laughter and drive us crazy simultaneously.  

I am grateful for the opportunity to do sacred work - to come in 
and greet children and parents early on Sunday mornings and 
late on Wednesday afternoons.  I greet congregants on Shabbat 
morning and am blessed by the gifts each of you has given me.  
I work with some of the strongest, most loving educators who 
love getting to know the children of our congregation.  I have a 
cadre of teens who show up on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
afternoons to help in the classrooms so they can guide our 
younger children on their Jewish journeys.

I am blessed with friends.  The kinds of friends who call you to 
come for dinner because they’ve made chocolate chip sticks (and 
who always serve gefilte fish because it’s your kid’s favorite food).  
I have the kind of friends that randomly ship drinking glasses 
because they overhear me asking, “What happened to all our 
glasses- are they all broken?”  I have the kind of friends who allow 
me to help them through difficult times, whether with an ear, a 
gift, or a hardline reality check.  

I have my family.  They are spread out around the world.  And as 
of this writing, they are all, thank G-d safe.  Many of them I hadn’t 
seen in close to 30 years until we went to Israel last April. At that 
time, I had the opportunity to reconnect with them and meet 
their children.  My children came home with “new” cousins, and I 
came home with the heartache of leaving behind my people.

As we continue through this season of gratitude, I encourage all of 
you to actively think about all the things for which you can show 

gratitude.  In fact, I encourage you to find something each HOUR 
to be grateful for - even if it’s something as simple as catching a 
light before it turns yellow when you’re running late.  And email 
me - sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org - and let me know about 
what you are grateful for. 

It’s easy to get caught up in the doom-scrolling in the world today, 
but it is just as easy to notice the good and the beautiful things 
around us.  

With gratitude to each of you for reading this,

Sharon 
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Perfect for birthdays, anniversaries, b’nai 
mitzvah, and special occasions—A special 
way to forever commemorate a loved one.

• Small brick (7.5 x 15) -$250
   four lines of text, up to 20 characters/line
• Medium brick (15 x 15) -$500
   six lines of text, up to 20 characters/line
• Large brick (15 x 22) - $750
   six lines of text, up to 30 characters/line

Contact the office for more information:
 info@thejewishcenter.org
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Jonah Bloch 
December 16, 2023 - Bio

Jonah is a 7th grader at The Hun School of Princeton and is the third Bloch child to have 
their bar/bat mitzvah at TJC. He is an avid squash player and competes in tournaments, as 
well as a novice drummer and an excellent skier. Jonah is a very positive person and more 
often than not you will see him with a smile on his face. For his Chesed project he worked 
at the Jewish Community Services Kosher Food Bank of North Miami Beach and really 
enjoyed helping out with the smart and kind women who run it. Jonah would like to thank 
Rabbi Merrow and all of the great teachers and tutors he has had to prepare him for this 

day: Gila, Avi, the other Avi, Doug, Ellen, Carol and everyone who has helped along the way.

YOUTH BAND
TJC

ALL LEVELS
WELCOME

ALL INSTRUMENTS
WELCOME

INTERESTED? PLEASE EMAIL :

AVI PARADISE
APARADISE@THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG

Bible BaBoker is a diverse community and carries on 
the Jewish tradition of Torah study in an open and 

respectful atmosphere. We strive for discussions based 
on reading Torah, other Jewish texts, and additional 
relevant resources from ancient to modern sources. 

Participants with a variety of backgrounds and beliefs 
deepen our understanding of Judaism, share insights 

and opinions, extract and develop wisdom, and 
consider our purpose in life, ethical principles to live 
by, and ways to be better human beings. Prior Torah 
knowledge or background is not necessary and new 
participants are always welcome. Study with us each 

week or whenever you can make it! We look forward to 
learning together. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87570201257pwd=SncvMT
MvNkJOQklGWWJrdDBFMlp2dz09 

To be added to the BBB mailing list or for questions, 
contact Michael Goldin at mmgold18@yahoo.com.

Bible BaBoker  
Saturdays | 8:45 a.m. 
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November 16
8:15 PM
via Zoom

Ari Meisel
Business Coach/ 

Productivity Expert 
 The Art of Less Doing, 

How to Be More Productive

8:15 p.m. Via Zoom - OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY
PROGRAM WILL BE HELD VIA ZOOM. PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE THOUGH SHULCLOUD AT 

WWW.THEJEWISHCENTER.ORG   A Zoom link will be sent to all registrants prior to the event.

Ari Meisel is a world-renowned productivity 
expert and accomplished author, 
dedicated to redefining how people 
approach their work and life. Residing in 
Princeton, New Jersey, Ari not only has a 
passion for optimizing tasks but also harbors 
a love for woodworking. In addition to 
his professional endeavors, he proudly 
serves his community as a volunteer EMT 
and lieutenant at the local rescue squad. 
and has an unwavering commitment to 
his town. Through his multifaceted talents 
and services, he showcases the epitome of 
community engagement and productivity 
mastery.
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Kochavim   Luminaries $18,000 and above
Manhigim  Leaders  $10,000 and above
Giborim   Heroes  $5,400 and above
Amudim   Pillars  $3,600 and above
Shomrim   Guardians $1,800 and above
Bonim   Builders  $900 and above
Tormim   Supporters $500 and above                           
Haverim   Friends  $180 and above

THE ANNUAL FUND 5784
GIVING LEVELS

Thank you in advance for your philanthropy.
Questions? Please contact Executive Director Joel Berger at jberger@thejewishcenter.org

or at  609.921.0100 ext. 205.
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I/We want to contribute to The Jewish Center’s 5784 Annual Fund. 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
Street Address ____________________________________________________
City ______________________________________ State_____ Zip __________
Telephone: (cell) ______________________ (home) ______________________ 
Email ___________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my/ our gift:
	 0 $18,000		 0 $10,000		 0 $5,400 
 0 $3,600		 0 $1,800		 0 $900 
 0 $500			 0 $360			 0 $180   
 Other: ___________

0 I wish my gift to be anonymous

	 0 Check  0 Visa  0 Mastercard  0 Amex    
 0 Securities

Please make checks payable to: 

The Jewish Center 
Account Number __________________________________________________
Exp. Date __ / ___ CVV___________ 
Signature ________________________________________________________

0	I/We want to make a gift of stock or mutual funds. Please have someone 
contact us.

0	I/we want to make a gift with an IRA Charitable Roller (the donor must be at 
least age 70 ½ at the time of transfer and the funds must pass directly from the 
donor’s IRA custodian to TJC) Please have someone contact us with specific 
instructions.

0	I/We are interested in including The Jewish Center in my/our estate planning.

0	Please have someone contact us about setting up a Life and Legacy gift.

Thank you in advance for your philanthropy.
Questions? Please contact Executive Director Joel Berger at jberger@thejewishcenter.org

or at  609.921.0100 ext. 205.
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Havurah Minyan  
Resumes 

in September

Contact Neil Litt (neillitt@outlook.com) 
closer to the date to inquire whether these 
will be hybrid services or Zoom only. 

The Zoom link remains the same: 
Meeting ID = 861 4274 5562; 
Passcode: = 311195.

In Memoriam:
We extend our deepest sympathy in remembering:

Samuel Goldfarb, 
husband of Irene Goldfarb and father of David 

Goldfarb and Sally (Jospeh Straus) Goldfarb-Straus
David Caldwell, 

brother of Carrie (Michael) Swallow
Harold Loew

Daniel Rosenberg, 
brother of Linda (Barry Ableman) Rosenberg

Joseph J. Kohn, 
husband of Anna Rosa Kohn

David Heymsfeld, 
brother of Joel Heymsfeld

Suzanne B. Strauss, 
mother of Deborah (Cantor Jeff Warschauer) Strauss

Vera (Herman) Goodkin, wife of Jerry Goodkin
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Fall Convention 
Regional Weekend Long Event

Keep scrolling for more info  -Toms River, NJ

17-19
November

Register for the Ribbon
Cutting Event Here

USY EVENTSUSY EVENTS

15Youth Lounge Ribbon Cutting and
Movie Night

Join us to celebrate our new Youth Lounge

USY
Grades 8-12

6-8pm

November

October

5
1-3pm

Inter-Synogogue Friends-Giving
Joint event with area synagogues at B’nai Tikvah  in

North Brunswick more information on the next pages

Social Action/Tikun Olam
Program Regional event in Highland Park

More information to come
17

December

Register for the Ribbon
Cutting Event Here

USY EVENTSUSY EVENTS

1Zayin-Sulam Shabbat Dinner
TJCEvent 

USY
Grades 8-12

5:30pm

December

December

9 TJC 7th Anniversary Games
Night Fun for all ages. More information to come

DEC

12
6TH - 8TH
GRADE
LOCK IN

S E E  Y O U  T H E R E !

REGIONAL EVENT IN CLARK, NJ

MORE INFORMATION TO COME

MENORAH LIGHTING
IN PALMER’S
SQUARE FOLLOWD
BY ICE CREAM @
HALO PUB

3:00-4:30PM

PRE-KADIMA
AND KADIMA

EVENTS

REGIONAL

EVENT @

HIGHLAND PARK 

MORE

INFORMATION

TO COME

DEC

17

DEC

9-10

RELIGIOUS
SCHOOL
DINNER
3RD - 6TH
GRADE 

NOV

17
5:30PM @TJC

YOUTH EVENTSYOUTH EVENTS

THE JEWISHTHE JEWISH
CENTERCENTER

Link to RSVP to TJC Hosted events
Please use other links to RSVP to events at other synagogues
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Cash or Venmo Sydney-Sookerman
Join us for USY Friendsgiving! Enjoy

pizza, hang with friends, and help
with a SA/TO Project making snack

bags for Eli jah’s Promise

RSVP HERE  by Monday 10/30

CBT Youth Lounge
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

$10 

Questions? Email
nsbrunswickusy@gmail.com 

North/South Brunswick, 
East Brunswick, Highland Park, & Princeton

USY PRESENT

FRIENDS
G i v i n g

Sunday
November 5th

Exclusive Event

This is an invitation-only opportunity for 9th -
12th graders 

Please apply here

If you are interested please let
sspielholz@thejewishcenter.org know
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Would you like 
to read Torah?

Would you like to LEARN 
to read Torah?

When was your 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah?

How about a Haftarah?

Please help expand our Torah 
& Haftarah reading lineup and 
let us know how you can help.

 
Come back on your Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah anniversary, a 
birthday or anniversary or any 

occasion to help us out.

If you can help, please contact 
Nancy Lewis at 

Nancy.nehama@gmail.com

1

Welcome To Our Table

The Jewish Center, Princeton, NJ

Preorder your copy of
Welcome To Our Table

a cookbook of TJC 
congregant recipes 

compiled by
Dr. Judith Margolin, 

Ellen Gordon, 
and Deborah Marinksy.

All preorders can be  
picked up September 10 at 
the Welcome Back event. 

$36 - Preorder at 
thejewishcenter.org/table
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November 16

December 21 - in Honor of Rabbi Feldman

January 18

February 15

March 21

April 18

May 16

June 20
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Kiddush Community is a way to build more connection 
between congregants and eat good food.  It involves 
re-imagining how we organize Kiddush luncheons.
 
This re-imagining of the Kiddush Luncheon BUILDS our 
community by:
- Adding a source of alternative revenue
- Increasing participate in Shabbat: services or social
- Allowing us to celebrate more simchot together 

   Macher $1000

   Supporter $540

   Contributor $360

   Friend $180

• Each week multiple congregants can mark simchot at TJC by donating towards the kiddush 
luncheon.  The spread stays the same (with some options for upper levels or additional 
donations.)
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Tuesdays, November 21  & December 19
7:30 p.m. 

via Zoom.*

All are welcome to join our Book Club Discussions.  
Please contact Louise Sandburg for more information:  louise@sandsmith.com

Best wishes to all for wonderful Thanksgiving gatherings—such a great American holiday!

We have the following Book Club meetings planned:  
       
On Tuesday, November 21, at 7:30 p.m. we’ll meet by zoom to 
discuss:  
Kantika by Elizabeth Graver

“The story of an Ottoman Jewish family’s emigration from early 20th-century 
Constantinople to Barcelona, Havana and eventually New York. The novel 
raises the literary profile of the Sephardim, which remains less conspicuous in 
America than that of the Ashkenazi… Largely inspired by her maternal grandmother, Rebecca, 
Graver has reworked family interviews, photographs and stories recorded on microcassettes into 
stylized historical fiction spanning nearly half a century. (New York Times)

On Tuesday, December 19, at 7:30 p.m. we’ll meet by zoom to 
discuss:
The Art Forger by Barbara A. Shapiro 

“In March 1990, two men dressed as police officers looted 13 works… including 
Rembrandt’s only recorded seascape, Vermeer’s “Concert” and several lesser 
sketches by Degas. B. A. Shapiro’s nimble mystery “The Art Forger” revisits this 
unsolved theft when, more than two decades on, one of Gardner’s paintings 
seems to resurface… In the end, with plots uncovered and deceptions laid bare, 
Shapiro’s abiding mystery lies not in the act of forgery itself but in its elusive morality… people see 
“what they want to see.”   
(New York Times)
    
For future planning, save these dates and read this book:  
January 16, 2024 - The Wind Knows My Name by Isabel Allende
February 20, 2024 -  Title TBD
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Israel-ish 

A new feature from the Israel Committee, bringing a “taste” of Israeli recipes and the “sounds” of Israeli 
music. The committee aims to enhance Israeli cultural education at TJC. To share your favorite Israeli song 
or recipe, please contact a member of The Israel Committee (Riva Levy and Moshe Margolin [chairs], 
Alexandra Bar-Cohen, Anne Dechter, Gadi Dechter, Jess Deutsch, Gal Lavid, Jacqui Schreiber). 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

This month’s song comes from Riva Levy, who grew up on Kibbutz-Ein-Dor. Having 
taught at TJC for many years, Riva, Howie, and their adult children travel often to Israel. 
She tells us: “I chose this song (https://bit.ly/video-wheat-still-grows) to honor the 50th 
anniversary of the Yom Kippur War. My brother fought in Sinai. Our kibbutz lost four 
soldiers including, Amotz, my brother's best friend, and Hanan, my friend's brother. 
The song brings hope that life must continue despite devastating losses.” 

 

TThhee  WWhheeaatt  SSttiillll  GGrroowwss  AAggaaiinn  

(Lyrics: Dorit Tzameret; Music: Haim Barkani, Translation: Elli Sacks) 
The fields spill out below, as far as the earth meets sky, Beneath the olive trees and Mount Gilboa. At eve, 
the valley's splendor hits your eye, The likes of which you've never seen before. It's not the same old house 
now, it's not the same old valley, You're gone and never can return again. The path, the boulevard, a 
skyward eagle tarries…And yet the wheat still grows again. And everything that was, perhaps will ever be, 
The rising and the setting of the sun…And songs are always sung, but can they speak. The vastness of the 
loss and all the love. It is the same old house now, yes it's the same old valley, But you — they never can 
return again. And can it be, how can it be, how through Time’s endless tally…Somehow the wheat still 
grows again. And from the bitter earth, new neighborhoods will bloom, A boy upon the grass, next to his 
puppy lies. The nights descend upon a well-lit room, on those within, and thoughts locked up inside. It's not 
the same old house now, it's not the same old valley, You're gone and never can return again; the path, the 
boulevard, a skyward eagle tarries…And yet the wheat still grows… 

This month’s recipe comes from Anne Dechter, who shares: 
“This is our family's favorite hummus recipe, (slightly) adapted from Michael 
Solomonov’s. It’s the closest we've gotten to Israeli hummus, best eaten right away, 
preferably while still warm from the food processor.” Anne and Gadi (born in Israel), 
moved to Princeton in 2022. With their children, Teddy and Hannah, they go to Israel 
yearly, and often visit Shlomo ve Doron, a hummuseria in Tel Aviv. 

 

HHuummmmuuss  TTeehhiinnaa  

IInnggrreeddiieennttss: 4 garlic cloves, unpeeled; 1/2c. (or more) fresh lemon juice; 1 3/4 tsp kosher salt; 1c. tahini 
(Soom is a great brand)1/2 tsp ground cumin; 3c. canned chickpeas, rinsed w/warm water and drained; 
Olive oil and za'atar for serving. 
DDiirreeccttiioonnss: Blend garlic, lemon juice, and 1 tsp salt in a food processor. Let the mixture sit for 10 minutes, 
and then strain the liquid out into a bowl. Throw away the solids. Pour liquid back into the food processor. 
Add tahini, cumin, and the remaining 3/4 tsp salt, and pulse to combine. While the processor is still running, 
add up to 1/2 cup ice water, a tablespoon at a time, blending until mixture is super smooth and silky. Add 
chickpeas, and blend and blend and blend (2+ minutes, more than you think you should!) until smooth, 
thick, and fluffy. Add more salt, lemon juice, and cumin to taste. To serve, spread the hummus in a bowl, 
drizzle with good olive oil, and sprinkle with lots of za'atar. 
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We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support The Jewish Center by remembering and honoring friends 
and loved ones through their generous contributions:

HIGH HOLIDAY FLOWERS
In memory of
Gloria Shavel, Matthew Shavel, Merrye 
Shavel-Hudis and Rabbi Adam Feldman
     from The Shavel Family

GENERAL FUND                  
     from Larry and Madlen Mayer
     from Joan and Joshua Rabinowitz
     from Beth Shaw
     from Gordon Community Fund
     from Anonymous

In honor of
Irene Goldfarb

 from your Adult Bat Mitzvah Group 
(Eve Coulson, Martha Friedman, Nancy 
Lewis, Summer Pramer, Faina Sechzer 
and Barbara Abramson), Summer 
Pramer

David Saltzman 
 from Sally Steinberg Brent and Daniel 
Brent

Heidi Joseph
 from Sally Steinberg Brent and Daniel 
Brent, Lew and Lynn Coopersmith

Lisa and Andrew Smukler on the birth of 
their granddaughter
     from Ginny Mason
Heidi Joseph being named President of 
TJC
     from Norma Saks
Spencer and Louise Forman on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Arielle. 
Congratulations to Jonathan, Jenna and 
Casey too!
     from Marcie and Marc Citron  
Linda and Michael Grenis on the 
engagement of William Grenis to Mauri 
Honickman
     from Marcie and Marc Citron 
The marriage of Bobby Stein to Will 
Shuler
     from Carol and Mark Pollard  
The community support of Rabbi Bob 
Freedman
     from Bill and Ruth Besser
71 years of happy marriage
     from Bill and Ruth Besser 

Marsha and Eliot Freeman on the 
engagement of their grandson, Jake Stein 
to Ella Cornu
     from Carol and Mark Pollard  

In memory of
Gil Gordon
     from The Gordon Family  
Samuel Goldfarb

 from Irene Goldfarb’s Adult  Bat Mitzvah 
Group (Eve Coulson, Martha Friedman, 
Nancy Lewis, Summer Pramer, Faina 
Sechzer and Barbara Abramson), Marcie 
and Marc Citron, Donna Laurie, Esther 
Schor, Betty and Donald Fatzie, Judy and 
Mike Leopold, Summer Pramer, Donna 
and David Gabai

Stacy Cheifetz Marino
     from Ira Cheifetz 
Leslie Cheifetz
     from Ira Cheifetz  
Edward (Ted) Freedman
     from Arthur Lehrhaupt, Bill and Ruth 
Besser 
Irwin Litt
     from Barbara Litt and Family  
Margaret Komar
     from Donna Laurie 
Herman Komar
     from Donna Laurie  
Robert S. Kravitz, Esq.
     from Barbara Litt 
Rabbi David Wolf Silverman
     from Robert Seidenstein
Gil Gordon
     from Robert Seidenstein
Holley Eveland Zeigler
     from Ginny Mason, Alison and David 
Politziner, Randy and Debbie Brett
Ruth Fath
     from Ginny Mason
Maxine Gurk
     from Ginny Mason, Mark and 
Bernadette Langdon, Bill and Ruth Besser
Pearl Fiegler and Elias Shylit
     from Sharon Shylit
Sylvia Zagorin
     from Howard Zagorin  

Daniel Rosenberg
     from David and Nadivah Greenberg, 
     Naomi Richman Neumann and Jerry 
     Neumann, Barbara and Joe Schwartz  
Harold Loew
     from Judy and Mike Leopold  
David Heymsfeld
     from Naomi Richman Neumann 
     and Jerry Neumann  
Vera Goodkin
    from Edward Flax and Deidra Silver 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In honor of
Larry Weiner’s 50th birthday Haftorah 
reading 
     from Ruth Schulman and Family  
Fran Zeitler’s special birthday 
     from Deborah Freedman and Avi 
     Paradise  

In memory of
Harry Jacob Leiman
     from Sher Leiman  
Sam Goldfarb
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs  
Vivian B. Shapiro
     from Ginny Mason

ADULT LIBRARY FUND
In memory of
Holley Eveland Zeigler
     from Deborah Marinsky, Roslyn 
     Vanderbilt and Nina Wacholder

ANNUAL FUND
     from Eliot and Marsha Freeman
     from Donna Gabai and David Gabai
     from Lynne Joy Sapoff

In honor of
Rabbi Merow, Avi Paradise, Sharon 
Diamondstein, Heidi Joseph, Joel Berger 
and other professional and lay leaders
     from Shoshana Silberman

In memory of
Matty Shavel
     from Hedy Shavel
Joseph. J. Kohn
     from Judy and Bob Levine
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Marc Surrey, Frieda Weiss and Rabbi 
Adam Feldman
     from Samanntha Surrey

APARTMENT CONSTRUCTION 
FUND
In memory of
Ardith and Tobias Namenson
     from Leah Namenson-Neufeld and 
     Shawn Neufeld
Joseph Kohn
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
     and Fred Edelman

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
In honor of
Avi Paradise and Debbie Freedman on the 
wedding of Daniella Paradise and Ross 
Chapman
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs  

In memory of
Julius Safir (my grandfather who took the 
Safir family from Nazi germany to the 
US over a period of 16 years and through 
five countries)
     from Francine Safir  
Edward Freedman
     from Ginny Mason

HACHUTZAH EXPLORATORY 
TRAIL FUND 
In honor of
Judy and Sandy Kutin for their boundless 
commitment to the sustenance of TJC
     from Nancy Weinstein

IRVING N. RABINOWITZ 
CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW 
FUND
In memory of
Irving Rabinowitz
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
     and Fred Edelman  

ISRAELI AFFAIRS FUND
In memory of
Prof. Joe Kohn
     from Paul Di Capua  

THE JEWISH CENTER REFUGEE 
FUND
     from Michael Nolan and 
     Anna Marie Nolan  

     from Princeton United Methodist 
    Church  

In honor of
Charlie Heller
     from Paula and Steven Heller  
Ava Heller
     from Paula and Steven Heller 
Audrey Steinberg’s special birthday
     from Sheila Marrero  
Louise Sandburg and Peter Smith, in 
appreciation of all their hard work on 
behalf of the Afghan refugees
     from Phyllis Teitelbaum and 
     Anthony Lunn  
Heidi Joseph 
     from Deborah Freedman and 
     Avi Paradise 

In memory of
Samuel Goldfarb

from Fran Zeitler Edelman and Fred 
Edelman, Debbie Freedman and Avi 
Paradise, Ruth Schulman, Sue and 
Morty Levine

Edward Freedman
     from Ruth Schulman, Sue and 
     Morty Levine
Joe Kohn
     from Ruth Schulman, Judy and 
     Mike Leopold
Merle Rose
     from Ruth Schulman
Holley Eveland Zeigler
     from Sandie Rabinowitz, Sue 
     and Morty Levine 
Stanley Rand
     from Donna Rosenberg
David Heymsfeld
     from Richard Levine and Kathy Ales
Harold Loew
     from Sandie Rabinowitz 

KIDDUSH COMMUNITY
     from Paula and Steven Heller  
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs  

In honor of
August 18 Shabbat Under the Stars
     from Lew and Barbara Gantwerk  

LIFE AND LEGACY ENDOWMENT 
FUND
In honor of
Sandie Rabinowitz on the her special 
birthday 
     from Eliot and Marsha Freeman 
Ziona Silverman on her special birthday 
     from Eliot and Marsha Freeman
Alexandra Bar-Cohen for her 
contributions as president to TJC
     from Eliot and Marsha Freeman
Heidi Joseph and your newly-elected 
board of directors
     from Eliot and Marsha Freeman
Avi Paradise and Debbie Freedman on the 
wedding of Daniella Paradise and Ross 
Chapman
     from Linda and Art Meisel  
Marsha and Eliot Freeman on the 
marriage of Will and Bobby
     from Linda and Art Meisel  
Phyllis Caras on the birth of her great 
granddaughters
     from Linda and Art Meisel  
Larry Weiner’s bar mitzvah anniversary 
and birthday
     from Evy Grossman

In memory of
Samuel Goldfarb

from Linda and Art Meisel, Judy and 
Marty Schwartz, Eliot and Marsha 
Freeman, Steven and Florence Kahn, Evy 
Grossman

Wilma Rubinstein
     from Nancy Weinstein
Holley Eveland Zeigler
     from Linda and Art Meisel, Amy 
    and Eran Zacks, Joan Levin
  
MARCHAND ESPIR FAMILY 
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND
In memory of
Vera Goodkin

 from Barak and Alexandra Bar-Cohen, 
Lew and Barbara Gantwerk, Stephen 
and Marsha Richman, Frances and 
Barbara Zeitler 

Neimark Senior Mitzvah Fund
In memory of
Samuel Goldfarb
     from Carol Herman
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Judy and Shelly Friedman
     from Lisa Knuckey

RABBI ADAM FELDMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND
In honor of
Rabbi Feldman’s birthday
     from Amy Vogt  
Helaine and Hanan Isaacs on the Aufruf of 
Stuart Isaacs and Sarah Bowler
     from Charlene and Scott Borsack  

In memory of
Sam Goldfarb
     from Sheila Marrero  

RABBI MEROW’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
     from Adath Jeshurun Congregation 
     from Irv Rose 

In honor of
Larry Weiner’s 50th birthday
     from Shoshana Silberman
Rabbi Merow’s friendship
     from Lynne and Fred Poritsky  
The incredible session with Dr. Rachel 
Kovazim and for the hospitality extended 
by your community
     from Chana (Ann Ellen) Dickler
Rabbi Merow for your help in celebrating 
Larry’s Bar Mitzvah Anniversary Shabbat
     from Myra Weiner  
Avi Paradise for your help in preparing 
Larry for his Haftorah reading on his 
birthday
     from Myra Weiner  
Nancy Lewis for your help in preparing 
Larry for reading his Haftorah reading on 
his big birthday
     from Myra Weiner  
Rabbi Andi
     from Norma Saks  
Rabbi Merow and TJC
     from Jody Sysler  
Rabbi Merow on her birthday
     from Joel Heymsfeld 
Rabbi Merow for creating a warm and 
joyous aufruf for our son Stuart, his 
fiancée Sarah, and both our families
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs  
 
In memory of
Samuel Goldfarb, our great uncle
     from Lisa Schrier  
Daniel Rosenberg
     from Tirza Wahrman and 
    Warren Mitlak
Dr. Bernie Beer
     from Beverly Levy Beer  

Edwin Merow’s 3rd Yahrzeit
     from Max and Joel Orland  
 Joseph Kohn
     from Lew and Barbara Gantwerk 
Harold Loew
     from Eve Coulson and Nelson Obus, 
Fran Zeitler Edelman and Fred Edelman
SAPOFF ART PURCHASE & 
RESTORATION FUND
In memory of
Samuel Goldfarb
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff
Meyer Sapoff
     From Ginny Mason
David Heymsfeld
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff  
Holley Eveland Zeigler
     from Lynn Joy Sapoff  

THE SCHNITZER FAMILY SHEKEL 
FUND FOR ADVENTURES IN 
ISRAEL
In memory of
Barbara Richman and Stanley Leventhal
     from Arthur Lehrhaupt  

SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND
In honor of
Myra Weiner on Larry’s Bar Mitzvah 
Anniversary
     from Norma Saks  
Suzanne Esterman’s birthday
     from Nancy Esterman  
Audrey Steinberg’s 100th birthday
     from Ruth Schulman  
Mike Leopold’s awesome apple rugelach 
recipe
     from Ruth Schulman 
Larry Weiner on his 50th birthday and bar 
mitzvah anniversary
     from Sheila Marrero  
 
In memory of
Samuel Goldfarb
     from Sandie Rabinowitz, Barbara and 
Joe Schwartz, Philip and Norma Papier
Holley Eveland Zeigler
     from Sheila Marrero
Esther Glickstein
     from Linda and Michael Grenis  
Philip Greenberg
     from Linda and Michael Grenis
Joseph Kohn
     from Eva Siroka  

  

SILVER CIRCLE SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND
In memory of
Samuel Goldfarb
     from Barry Weisfeld  

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
In honor of
Helaine and Hanan Isaacs on the 
engagement of Stuart Isaacs to Sarah 
Bowler
     from Sandie Rabinowitz  
Helaine and Hanan Isaacs on the Aufruf of 
Stuart Isaacs and Sarah Bowler
     from Linda and Michael Grenis
Fran Zeitler on a healthy recovery 
     from Sandra Rabinowitz 
 
In memory of
David Fishman
     from Stuart Lehman  
Daniel Rosenberg
     from Marilyn Marks Tal and Reli Tal
Holley Eveland Zeigler
     from Robin and Jeffrey Persky, 
     Judy and Mike Leopold
Helene Yagoda Rand
     from Donna Rosenberg

TORAH REPAIR FUND
     from Anonymous

YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMS 
FUND
In honor of
Avi Paradise and Debbie Freedman on the 
wedding of Daniella Paradise and Ross 
Chapman
     from Myra Weiner  

In memory of
Kate Serge
     from Cindy Ricker
Samuel Goldfarb
     from Deirdra Silver
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Thank you for bringing your McCaffrey’s receipts to TJC! We appreciate you thinking of us whenever you 
shop.

Thank you to Sheila Marrero for helping sort our receipts each month.

Now collecting for October/November/December 2023. Please do not bring in older receipts. Thank you!

Would you like to sort and help Sheila? We are looking for volunteers to help sort receipts. Contact Roni at 
vgarrison@thejewishcenter.org

Receipts
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 —Avot De Rebbe Natan

Heidi Joseph
Sales Associate, REALTOR®

Office: 609.924.1600
Mobile: 609.613.1663
heidi.joseph@foxroach.com

PRINCETON OFFICE | 253 Nassau Street | Princeton, NJ 08540
609.924.1600 | www.foxroach.com

©2013 An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.© Equal Housing Opportunity. lnformation not verified or guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Insist on … Heidi Joseph.

Each and every person is the king 
or queen of their own home. 

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Please support our advertisers. 

If you’d like to advertise
 in our bulletin, printed 

11 times a year, 
please contact our TJC office at (609) 921-0100 or 

info@thejewishcenter.org.

I will donate $180 in honor of each of my TJC clients who 
buy or sell a home this year.   

The donation will be made to the fund of their choice.   
 

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED AND GROW! 

Contact me to schedule a FREE confidential consultation 
Office: 609-921-1900|Cell: 609-577-2989|info@BeatriceBloom.com|BeatriceBloom.com 
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BILL'S BRIDGE CLUB
Tuesday Duplicate Bridge Games 

at The Jewish Center 

435 Nassau St
Princeton, NJ

Refreshments
Provided 

Need help finding a partner?
Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help.

Thank you for supporting our bridge club.

Bill & Stephanie Miller

billsbridge@gmail.com         (908) 872-7927

Interested in
learning Bridge?

Beginner classes will
be offered in the
fall. Watch your
email for details.

 
Beginner/Intermediate

Separate Section
Attendance Permitting

at TJC!

$20 
per pair

collected at
the door

Bible BaBoker is a diverse community and carries on 
the Jewish tradition of Torah study in an open and 

respectful atmosphere. We strive for discussions based 
on reading Torah, other Jewish texts, and additional 
relevant resources from ancient to modern sources. 

Participants with a variety of backgrounds and beliefs 
deepen our understanding of Judaism, share insights 

and opinions, extract and develop wisdom, and 
consider our purpose in life, ethical principles to live 
by, and ways to be better human beings. Prior Torah 
knowledge or background is not necessary and new 
participants are always welcome. Study with us each 

week or whenever you can make it! We look forward to 
learning together. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87570201257pwd=SncvMT
MvNkJOQklGWWJrdDBFMlp2dz09 

To be added to the BBB mailing list or for questions, 
contact Michael Goldin at mmgold18@yahoo.com.

Bible BaBoker  
Saturdays | 8:45 a.m. 

Real estate is a process and I am with you every
step of the way. For me, real estate is deeply
rooted in relationships. Even after you close on
your house, you can always call me for advice,
for help, for information. 

EXPERIENCE GETS RESULTS

C: 609.462.2340   O: 609.924.1600

robinwallack.com

Broker Associate

robin.wallack@foxroach.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

 

Princeton Office  |  253 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ  08540
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Princeton, NJ

Contributions
The Jewish Center is grateful for the many donations that you give both in honor of joyous occasions and in memory of 
beloved family and friends. To make the logistics easier and the gifting choices clearer, a donor form is printed on the 
back of each monthly newsletter. Donor forms are also available in the Main Office. We thank you for the generosity that 
goes into each of these donations!

Your name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter:  _____________________________________________________________
Donor’s Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Occasion:    In memory of:     In honor of:   Name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Send donation acknowledgement to:  ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(A beautiful new tribute card will be sent for contributions of $18 or more. A listing will be posted as you would like it to appear in the 
newsletter for any donated amount.)
Amount Enclosed: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice below and mail this form and a check to The Jewish Center, 435 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08540. 
If you are interested in planned giving opportunities, please call The Jewish Center office, 609-921-0100 ext. 200.
Funds

  General Fund
  Bimah Accessibility Project
  Adult Education Fund
  Adult Library
  Annual Fund
  Apartment Construction Fund
  Arts & Cultural Affairs
  Fran Amir Community Service Trip Fund
  Hachutzah Exploratory Trail Fund 
  Hazzan’s Music Fund
   Irving N. Rabinowitz Conversational 

Hebrew Fund
  Israeli Affairs Fund
  Jess & Marion Epstein Lunch & Learn Fund 
  The Jewish Center Refugee Fund
  Jewish Center Women
  Life and Legacy Endowment Fund
   Marchand Espir Family Holocaust 

Education Fund

  Men’s Club
  Neimark Senior Mitzvah Fund
   New Siddur ($36) New Chumash ($75)
New Machzor ($36)

  Rabbi Merow’s Discretionary Fund
  Rabbi Feldman Memorial Fund
  Rabbi Tucker Life Cycle Fund
  Religious Affairs Fund
  Religious School Fund 
  Sapoff Art Purchase & Restoration Fund
  The Schnitzer Family Shekel Fund 

     for Adventures in Israel 
  Shabbat Luncheon Fund  
  Silver Circle Scholarship Fund
  Social Action
  Social Action - Housing Fund
  Steven Levine Special Education Fund
  Tchelet Tzitzit Fund

  Torah Repair Fund
  Youth and Family Programs

Plaques and Remembrances
  Memorial Plaque $350 
   Tree of Life Leaf $216 
(to commemorate a simcha)

Kiddush Community
  Friend $180 
   Contributor $360
   Supporter $540
   Macher $1000 

Brick Pavers 
  Small - $250 
  Medium - $500
  Large - $750

* Now you can donate through our website.  
Go to www.thejewishcenter.org and follow the instructions!

Scan code to donate
 via phone or tablet.


