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MESSAGE from
the Rabbi
Rabbi Andrea Merow
609.921.0100 ext. 203
RAM@thejewishcenter.org

So many of us look forward to some slower 
summer days to relax, visit friends and family, 
and recharge. Our Torah reminds us that we can 
recharge every week by putting more Shabbat 
into our lives. Attendance at Shabbat at TJC is 
growing, and we would love you to be part of 
any aspect of our Shabbat community. Friday 
night services are the perfect way to end the 
week. Our service is from 6 pm to 7 pm. Join us 
for some introspection at the end of the week; 
this service is a way to put aside the work you 
have and to concentrate on your soul – and 
hopefully to create joy in all our lives. There is 
a lot of music, some moments of sharing, and 
some meditative moments. Saturday morning 
services begin at 9:30 am and conclude around 
noon. The early part of the service has moments 
of meditation and preparation for prayer. Torah 
reading is after 10:15. Come for all or some 
of it. Each week, some people “join our lobby 
minyan,” which means schmoozing with friends 
over coffee in the foyer. That is Shabbat as well. 
Of course, one of the delights of Shabbat is 
leisurely sharing meals with others. TJC hosts 
Shabbat lunch every single week and you can 
come, JFK, Just For Kiddush lunch if you wish. 
But my favorite moments of Shabbat (besides 
a Shabbat nap) are festive Friday night dinners. 
The shul now hosts one about once a month, 
while many of you have meals each week in your 
homes. But Shabbat dinners can also be a time 
for our congregation to deepen its knowledge of 
each other and to feel more connected to others.  
 
This past May, our congregation began a new 
endeavor called “Guess Who is Coming to 
Shabbas.” Don’t worry if you were not one of the 
100 people who participated, the evening was 
enjoyed by so many that we plan to do it again 
several times in the coming year. Of course, 

many in our community regularly have special 
dinners with family or friends on Shabbat, but the 
goals of this program go beyond meals with our 
friends.  Our goals are to deepen connections 
within our community and to feel a renewed 
sense of Shabbat joy communitywide. Some in 
our community have had their friend groups for 
decades, while others are new.  
 
The “Guess Who is Coming to Shabbas” 
committee, led by Judy Richman and Myra 
Weiner, matches host families with people whom 
they do not yet know well from our community. 
Host families receive challot, grape juice, 
conversation starters, and a blessing sheet from 
the committee. It is my personal goal that we 
increase the number of participants each time we 
do this project so that we all begin to know the 
members of our community more deeply.  When 
I came here almost 4 years ago, I noted that, like 
in the old sitcom Cheers, “you wanna go where 
everybody knows your name.” Spending time in 
each other’s homes and breaking bread together 
will help us grow as a community. I hope to see 
you soon, at shul, on Shabbat, or at anytime. 
 
Also, please contact me if you ever want to 
speak or get a coffee in our Java Nagila café! 
 
I hope and pray that by the time you read this, 
the hostages are home and that the war has 
concluded. 
 
My best wishes for a restful summer. 

 
Rabbi Merow

Guess Who Came To Shabbas?
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MESSAGE from 
the President
Lew Gantwerk
tjcpresident@thejewishcenter.org

2025-2026 Executive Committee
President: Lew Gantwerk

VP of Membership and Administration: Jennifer Black
VP of Programming: Ed Simon
VP of Education: Judy Kutin

VP of Religious Affairs: Jerry Neumann
VP of Finance & Development: Warren Mitlak

Recording Secretary: Rachelle Simon
Immediate Past President: Heidi Joseph

 
Trustees:

Abigail Rose, Polly Strauss
Len Grossman, Dina Shaw

 

Dear friends,

I am very grateful for the opportunity to serve our congregation as Board president for the next two 
years.  I am also sorry I could not be with you today as I’m recovering from recent surgery.  
When I was chosen to be President Elect for this past year, friends would often ask “should I offer 
my congratulations or my condolences”?   
I can say - without a doubt - that the answer was congratulations for sure!  
I am so excited about continuing the work done by Rabbi Merow, and supported by Avi Paradise, 
and by our dedicated staff led by Joel Berger, the work of Heidi Joseph and our recent past 
presidents, our Board and its officers and by you, our congregants and volunteers.  
 
We will continue to build on our sense of spirituality, and to focus on Shalom Bait and the joy of 
being part of this wonderful community.  

I am (almost) ready to jump in feet first – I invite you to join me and our leadership to continue to do 
this important and loving work.
 
Can’t wait to get started!   

Lew

A Message from Lew Gantwerk, read at the Annual Meeting
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MESSAGE from  
the Executive Director
Joel Berger
609.921.0100 ext. 205  
jberger@thejewishcenter.org

It’s been five years.

I write this with sadness in my heart as this June 
19 will be the 5th yahrzeit of my mom passing 
away. June 12, 2020. It also falls this year on 
Father’s Day. My dad passed away in 2009.  

There are a lot of mixed emotions.  It was a 
difficult number of years for my mom after she 
was hit by a car going to a wedding 30 years 
before her passing. Surgeries, rods in her legs, 
more surgeries, and she fought it all the way until 
the end. While we always had plenty of mom/son 
issues, she was an amazing woman, and I miss 
her every day.

My dad was also an amazing person, and I 
always considered him my childhood hero.  He 
died way too early at 72 years old but also 
struggled with heart issues and plenty of medical 
problems. However, he was a wonderful role 
model, and I miss him every day as well.

An interesting side parallel is that I was out of 
town when both of my parents passed away, 
making a long drive the perfect time to write a 
eulogy.  My father passed away while we were 
on vacation in Gatlinburg, TN, and my mother 
passed away while I was here in New Jersey.  
The 16- and 18-hour rides gave me plenty of 
time to write my eulogies for each funeral.  Not 
that I recommend it, but it gives you plenty of 
time as long as you dictate your thoughts to 
another person on the phone, which I did.

I also don’t have my mother-in-law, Evelyn 
(Gloria’s mom), who passed away 10 years ago, 
and my father-in-law, Bernie (Gloria’s dad), who 
passed away before that.

So why am I bringing this up now?  We just 
watched Stephanie perform in Fiddler on the 
Roof in Lancaster and just picked up Lauren 
from her Jr. Year abroad in England. I sat there, 
watching both of them recently, knowing that 
their four grandparents are smiling so brightly, 
looking down upon them. Seeing Stephanie and 
Lauren perform brought immense happiness to 
everyone. I recall many times when we would tell 
them about the next play they were in, and we 
would get a text within 30 minutes saying, “We 
got our tickets!”

As part of my responsibilities here at TJC, I also 
send out bereavement notices when someone 
passes away. It could be a mother, father, or 
relative. But each time, it brings back memories 
of my own parents. Did I reach out enough? Did 
I hold a grudge too long at some point in my life?  
There is always a constant reminder of them 
each and every day of our lives. Don’t miss out 
on a phone call or a visit, as they are not here 
forever.

So I want to wish a late Mother’s Day to Judie 
(Mamoo) and Evelyn (Bubbe) and an upcoming 
Happy Father’s Day to Bernie (Zayde) and 
Arnie (Gramps). May all the great work you did 
raising us, and us raising our children, bring you 
happiness and peace in the world beyond.  We 
know you are all smiling down upon us!

Joel
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MESSAGE   from the 
Director of Congregational Learning
Sharon Diamondstein  
609.921.0100 ext. 220  
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

Shalom!

This summer marks the completion of my seventh year 
at The Jewish Center.  Seven is a fascinating number in 
Judaism - seven days in a week, and seven blessings 
are recited over the bride and groom under the chuppah 
at a Jewish wedding.  Rosh Hashanah is said to begin 
on the first day of the seventh month,  and midrash (our 
teachings) tell us there are seven generations between 
Abraham and Moses.  Seven is also the square root of 
49, the days of the Omer, or the days we count between 
Passover and Shavuot. 
In honor of completing my seventh year at TJC, I will share 
seven things I love about my time here:

1. I really love bringing the whole school together for 
holiday programming.  The learners and teachers explored 
the seven species of Israel, learned about the seder plate, 
and came together for many other school-wide holiday 
experiences. Those days are always my favorite.  Watching 
a program come from paper into existence, and then 
seeing the students enjoy their learning with friends in 
other grades, builds a great sense of community in each 
grade and within the school.

2. I may be biased, but I have the best team of teachers 
out there. They are always willing to learn, grow, and 
challenge themselves. They are dedicated to the 
community and our learners and strive to find ways to 
ensure that each child is learning. They work hard to build 
a classroom community and help our students foster 
friendships.  We are all so lucky to have such a dedicated 
staff.

3. Watching our children grow is the greatest gift this 
congregation has given me. In my first year here, I had the 
honor of seeing them move from the younger grades into 
their B’nai Mitzvah year and each milestone in between. 
I vividly remember the children who had just finished 
seventh grade coming in as first graders.  It was also my 
first year, and it’s safe to say that none of us knew what to 
expect, but we are still going strong!

4. I love the family learning programs we’ve started here 
over the past seven years.  Whether our students were 
making mezuzot as part of their Sacred Spaces program 
or making a yad to use as a pointer when they read Torah, 

bringing children and their families together to learn is 
always a pleasure.  

5. One of my favorite additions is celebrating Shabbat 
together. This year’s Shabbat dinners each had a theme 
and were very well attended. We enjoyed the services, 
a meal, and an opportunity to get to know each other. 
There were always activities for the kids while the parents 
schmoozed. This year, we had four Shabbat L’Kulanu 
programs! The same topics were explored in the sanctuary 
with Rabbi Merow and in the classrooms with the teachers. 
These days were always followed by a festive Shabbat 
lunch!  If you haven’t been able to join us in the past, 
PLEASE join us next year!

6. The teens of TJC hold a very special place in my heart.  
Each year, I watch them learn and develop their leadership 
skills.  They come to work as madrichim on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday afternoons, and then continue 
their learning while attending Sulam classes.  They have 
learned to use their voices to advocate for themselves and 
what they believe in, and they have become comfortable 
with me and never hesitate to share their opinions.  I am 
so proud of them and their achievements, and I’ve loved 
witnessing their growth and being a part of their Jewish 
journeys.  I am fulfilled seeing them graduate and can’t 
wait to see the impact they will have on the world!

7. And last but not least, my family has always felt 
welcome here, and I was so honored and nearly moved to 
tears when Eric celebrated becoming a Bar Mitzvah here 
in 2021.  In addition to being surrounded by our “blood” 
family, we felt like everyone in the sanctuary that day was 
family. 

Thank you for indulging me in this trip down memory lane - 
I can’t wait to see what 14 things will be listed seven years 
from now!

Have a wonderful summer!

L’Shalom,

Sharon
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Adam Nayden
June 7, 2025
 
Adam is a seventh grader at Princeton Middle School and has been an enthusiastic TJC 
Religious School member since moving from Brooklyn in 2018. Adam started his athletic 
career playing the sport of competitive chess, but currently focuses on running for 
Princeton Middle School’s Cross Country and Track and Field teams, as well as blocking 
as many shots as he can as a goalkeeper for Princeton FC. If he is not playing or watching 
sports, he enjoys playing video games, spending time with friends, family, and his dog, 

Luna, as well as trying to solve his sister’s math homework. Adam’s Chesed project allowed him to give back to the 
Littlebrook community he enjoyed being a part of by organizing The Joe Throw, a basketball fundraiser to benefit 
Littlebrook students’ access to extracurricular activities. Adam would like to thank Sharon Diamondstein and all 
of his TJC religious school teachers, especially Ronit Johnson, for helping him learn his prayers, his history, and 
how to read and pray in Hebrew. He is deeply appreciative of Gila, Avi, and Rabbi Merow for all their guidance, 
knowledge, kindness, effort, and patience in helping him prepare for this special day.

Chloe Margolis
June 21, 2025

Chloe is a seventh grader at Grover Middle School in West Windsor where she learns 
German and plays cello. As a fifth year Girl Scout Cadette, she helps lead her younger 
sister’s Girl Scout troop taking them hiking and teaching camping skills. Chloe volunteers 
and has donated hundreds of Girl Scout cookies to Jewish Family and Children’s Service. 
At home, she enjoys playing board games with her brother and sister. Chloe has a knack 
for design- she has created her own unique jewelry pieces, artwork, clothing, and has 
crocheted dozens of adorable animals and purses. She loves camping with her family, 

especially the recent trip to the Olympic Peninsula with her cousins.
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Rogie and Martin Rome 
You must do the best you can to ensure the future 
of the synagogue and what it stands for.  

“That’s very important to me,” Martin Rome

“You want to make sure the Jewish Community 
stays strong,” Rogie Rome

Martin and Rogie Rome, longtime members of 
the synagogue, were early supporters of Life & 
Legacy.  Their words beautifully express the values 
behind leaving a legacy gift for The Jewish Center. 
We are deeply grateful for their Promise and 
commitment, and we are honored to share their 
story.

Rogie came to Princeton in the early 1960s with 
her husband when he opened a dental practice 
in town.  Martin came at about the same time, 
with his wife and two young children when he was 
hired by Schlumberger to work at a local facility 
that was recently established. 

Decades later, after Rogie’s marriage ended in 
divorce and years after Martin’s wife died in an 
automobile accident, the two were married
Rogie’s earliest Jewish memories came from 
Passover Seders at her grandparents’ home. 
She later deepened her connection to Judaism 
as a camp counselor where she learned Shabbat 
prayers and songs. These traditions were passed 
on to her four children, all of whom celebrated 
their B’nai Mitzvah in Princeton. Today, a daughter 
and son live nearby, while another son lives in 
Richmond and a daughter in San Francisco.
Rogie’s earned her bachelor’s degree from Alfred 
University and during the late 1960s and 1970s, 
she worked with the National Organization for 
Women (NOW) to publish, “Dick and Jane as 
Victims,” a book that highlighted sex stereotyping 
in children’s readers. This publication spurred 
changes in reading textbooks throughout the 
country.

Rogie went on to earn an MBA from Rutgers 
University and held positions at AT&T and ETS.
 Martin, who has a PhD in Physical Chemistry, 
spent most of his career at Schlumberger, a 
large multinational oilfield services company.   
Martin was in charge of the local operation 
that developed and manufactures special 
photoelectric detectors used in advanced tools 
for measuring oil concentration in oil well logging 
miles underground. The same kind of high-quality 
detectors were used in space telescopes.

Soon after moving into town, Martin, his wife 
and their two children, joined The Jewish Center. 
Martin served as President of UJA and as a 
trustee of the synagogue. Their daughter and son 
celebrated their B’nai Mitzvah at the synagogue. 
Today, The Jewish Center remains a cornerstone

LEGACYLIFE & \
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in their lives. They participate in programs for the 
85+ group and regularly attend Shabbat Services 
via livestream. They hold great admiration for 
our clergy and lay leaders, particularly noting the 
warmth and kindness of Board President Heidi 
Joseph, who personally delivered hamantaschen 
to their front door during Pesach.

Martin and Rogie Rome have built a life steeped 
in tradition, resilience and dedication to Jewish 
values.  Their legacy gift ensures these values 
endure for generations to come.

We invite you to join Rogie and Martin in making a 
Promise for the future of The Jewish Center.

Make your legacy gift by downloading a form,   
https://www.foundationjewish.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/09/LL-Promise-Form-9.22.pdf,
or by completing an online Promise at, https://
form.jotform.com/223188539347163
 

LEGACYLIFE & \
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At The Jewish Center we are thrilled to see our synagogue family expand with the arrival of new members. Each 
new face strengthens our congregational community and deepens our collective spirit.
 
The path to TJC is different for every person and every family. However you arrived, we are glad you are here! 
Henini and we welcome you.
 
If you know of anyone who is looking for a Jewish community, please contact us at the emails below and we are 
happy to reach out!
 
Please welcome our newest members:
• Joan Portman
• Shari Brindisi
• Michele & Andrew Jacobson
• Olga & Daniel Barsky
• Glen Marderstein & Janine Padow
• Michael & Alyssa Stern
 
Jen Black, VP Membership, jentblack@hotmail.com
Diane Guvenis, Membership Co-Chair, dlgirer@gmail.com
Suzanne Esterman, Membership Co-Chair, suzanne.esterman@gmail.com

COMMITTEE NEWS 

WELCOME
BACK 
Weekend

Save the Date for our

September 5-7, 2025
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Come back on your Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
anniversary, a birthday or anniversary 

or any special occasion to have an 
Aliyah or read Torah or Haftarah.

Join our Shabbat lineup!

Contact Nancy Lewis at 
nancy.nehama@gmail.com

Would you like to read Torah?
Would you like to LEARN to read Torah? 

How about a Haftarah?

How do I register for a program?
Go to our website at
thejewishcenter.org

Click on Calendar to see the upcoming 
events. Then click the box on top and 

register.
It’s that easy!

See You In The Fall
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Did you know TJC has a 
hearing-impaired system in our 

Sanctuary?

The next time you visit, look for the card 
below and connect via your Bluetooth!

 
 

Do you have a 
Simcha or happy 

occasion to celebrate?  
Email us at mazaltov@thejewishcenter.org 

so we can celebrate with you!
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Tuesdays,  June 17 and July 20 
7:30 p.m. via Zoom.

All are welcome to join our Book Club Discussions.  
Please contact Louise Sandburg for more information:  louise@sandsmith.com

Jews Don’t Count by David Baddiel 
“…there apparently comes a time in the lives of those who write about Jewish identity when 
they have to decide whether to write about . . . it.  “Antisemitism” is too clinical a term for 
what I mean…it doesn’t address the confusion and anxiety that Jews around the world 
have experienced in recent years—which is less about security guards at synagogues than 
about a much more subtle baseline reality of dismissing, shaming, and belittling by parts 
of the non-Jewish world.  Baddiel’s book expresses the most difficult-to-articulate aspect of 
contemporary antisemitism: not the physical or even virtual attacks but the gaslighting that 
accompanies them, the…pervasive premise that such attacks are actually a form of righteous, 
if perhaps misguided, “punching up”—and that antisemitism… therefore does not exist. ”  
(Dara Horn for Jewish Review of Books)

On Tuesday, July 15 we’ll meet at a member’s home at 6:00 p.m. for our annual Potluck Dinner and Book Swap. 

To RSVP, and for more details, email louise@sandsmith.com

For future planning, save these dates and read these books:  

August  19---Eternal by Lisa Scottoline
September 16—A Death in Cornwall by Daniel Silva
October 21—By Any Other Name by Jodi Picoult
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We hope that you’ve had a chance to stop by the updated and improved TJC library.

Genealogy Program

On April 27 the Library hosted Elana Brock, retired Princeton University research librarian and genealogy 
addict. She presented an informative program on “Jewish Genealogy: Researching Your Family History”. 
Interested congregants have set up follow-up meetings with Elana to pursue specific searches. 

Collection Update

We’re continuing to add new books to the collection. Recent purchases have included the following fiction and 
non-fiction selections. 
• The Hebrew Teacher by Maya Arad.
• Shylock is My Name: William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice Retold: A Novel by Howard Jacobson
• Songs for the Brokenhearted by Ayelet Tsabar 
• The Safekeep by Yael van der Wouden, 
• The Only Daughter by A.B. Yehoshua
• Shylock’s Venice: The Remarkable History of Venice’s Jews and the Ghetto by Harry Freedman
• We Would Never by Tova Mervis

Earlier in the year, TJC at the Movies featured a documentary on the photographer, Roman Vishniac. The 
Library’s collection includes three books of Vishniac’s photographs along with interesting background 
information.  Take a look.

You can see the entire library catalog from anywhere:  Go to the TJC webpage, click on “Learning,” then 
“Library,” and then “Visit the Library Now.” You will be able to view the collection as well as “Online Resources,” 
which offers many sites and resources on all things Judaism and Israel.

Books can be checked out whenever the building is open.  Instructions are at the circulation desk. There is also a 
suggestion box which we check regularly. 

Looking forward to seeing you in the Library.

Deborah Marinsky and Roslyn Vanderbilt, 
Library Committee Co-chairs
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We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support The Jewish Center by remembering and honoring friends 
and loved ones through their generous contributions:

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE 
PROGRAM
     from Donna and David Gabai

GENERAL FUND                  
     from Judy and Steve Richman
     from Michael and Beth Belzer

In honor of
Harriet Joseph on her 96th birthday
     from Ellen Teitelbaum
Marcie and Marc Citron on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Cassie 
Koplan
     from Marilyn and Howard Zagorin
Heidi Joseph, congratulations on your 
successful reign. Now you can enjoy a 
well-deserved rest!!
     from S & R Wehmann

In memory of
Allen Porter
 from Dina Shaw, Judith Lehr, 
 Shoshana Silberman, Marlene and 
	 Perry	Molinoff,	Naomi	Pasachoff,	
 Burton Baum, Judy and Mike 
 Leopold, Karen and Kert Sabbath, 
 Howard and Marilyn Zagorin, 
 Alexandra and Barak Bar-Cohen, 
 Susan and Farel Jouard, Francesca
  Benson, Beverly Rubman and Mark
 Goldfus, Alison and David Politziner,
 Joe and Barbara Schwartz, Seva 
 and Peter Kramer, Ashley Miller, 
 Paul and Jennifer and Stuart 
 and Olena, Susan Marti, Sheila 
 Berkelhammer, Robert and Barbara
	 Landau,	the	estate	of	Nora	
 Greenblatt, Conrad and Amy 
 Druker, Ellen and Tom Petrone, 
 Elyse Feldman, Ruth Miller and 
 Friends of Rhona Porter, Elizabeth
 and William Wolfe, Ellen and 
 Michael Brown, Gene and Helene 
 Granof, Gerald Porter, Carol and 
 Mark Pollard, Jane Jacobson, 
 Perrisue and Victor Silverstein, 
 Betty and Jay Reba

Cynthia Sage
     from Judy and Mike Leopold,
  Jane LeGrange and Doron 
 Zeilberger
Martha Mohr
     from Marilyn Zagorin
Barbara Rosenberg
     from Heidi Joseph
Gloria Schwartz
     from Debbie Freedman 
 and Avi Paradise
Solomon Wexler
     from Suellen Wexler
Michael Herman Ramer
     from Joe and Barbara Schwartz,
 Jose Matiella, Donna and David 
 Gabai
Jeremiah Paul Ostriker
     from Charlene and Scott Borsack,
 Donna and David Gabai
Bruce Feigeles
     from Sharon Shylit
Benjamin Robert Mohr
     from Marilyn Zagorin
Rose Lackowitz
					from	Vickie	and	Jeff	Solomon
Miryam (Maxine) Elkins
     from Debra Morgenstern, Linda 
 and Art Meisel, Donna and David 
 Gabai, David Goldfarb
Gerald Finerman
     from Dr. and Mrs. Julius Richter

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Sher and Jeanne Leiman
Samuel and Rose Siris
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross
Jeremiah Paul Ostriker
     from Melissa Lane 
 and Andrew Lovett
Miryam (Maxine) Elkins
     from Judy and Mike Leopold

ANNUAL FUND
In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Helene and Howard 
 Buckwald, Santa Mastropaolo, 
 Ferris Olin, Jonathan Marvel, Sherry
 Rosen, Shari and David Jacobson,
 Tehan Slocum
Daniel Milstein
     from Andrew and Carol Milstein 
Richard Fishbane
     from Dr. Joanne Fishbane 
Jeffrey Baumann
     from Joanne Diez 
Anny Meyer
     from Mary Kuist

APARTMENT 
CONSTRUCTION FUND
In memory of
Michael Herman Ramer
     from Brad and Cathy Bailey

ARTS & CULTURAL AFFAIRS
In memory of
Sylvia Leiman
     from Sher Leiman

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
In honor of
Avi Paradise and Debbie Freedman 
on the birth of their grandson, Nadav 
Evahn Moshe Paradise
    	from	Abbye	and	Joshua	Cornfield,	
 Lew and Barbara Gantwerk, Myra 
 Weiner
Avi Paradise for all of your support 
with Jacob preparing for his Bar 
Mitzvah
					from	Abbye	and	Joshua	Cornfield

In memory of
Cynthia Sage
     from Dee Silver and Ed Flax
Hyman and Gertrude Coopersmith
     from Lew and Lynn Coopersmith
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IRVING N. RABINOWITZ 
CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW 
FUND
In honor of
Sandie Rabinowitz on her special 
birthday
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
 and Fred Edelman

ISRAELI AFFAIRS FUND
In honor of
Steve Hudis and Suzanne Tepper on 
their marriage
     from	Edna	and	Shai	Noiman

In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Gilbert Jimenez
Cynthia Sage
     from Liron, Adi, Shai 
	 and	Edna	Noiman
Joseph Goldman
     from Laura and Ron Sucher 
Mollie Schneider
     from Laura and Ron Sucher 
Phyllis Schneider
     from Laura and Ron Sucher 
Miryam (Maxine) Elkins
     from Seva and Peter Kramer, 
	 Karen	Polakoff,	Fran	and	
 Assaf Amir

JESS AND MARION EPSTEIN 
LUNCH-AND-LEARN FUND
In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman 
 and Fred Edelman
Anne L. Freedman and Gerald H. 
Freedman
     from Debbie Freedman 
 and Avi Paradise
   
THE JEWISH CENTER 
REFUGEE FUND
     from Stephen Biniyam
     from Anne and Paul Disdier
     from Donna and David Gabai
     from Temple Beth-El
     from Anonymous

In honor of
Peter Smith
     from Ruth Schulman
Alison Politziner on her 75th birthday
     from Sarah Cheslock, Ellen Smith 
 Haveson, Sammy Politziner, Linda 
 and Art Meisel
Beth Chaim Congregations generosity 
to help the refugees
     from Betsy Ie
Betsy Ie on her 65th birthday
     from Juhan Kim, Julie@
 GenerateMomentum, Susanti Ie
Betsy Ie and the wonderful work she 
does on behalf of so many families. 
Happy, happy birthday!
     from Gregory Stankiewicz

In memory of
Cynthia Sage
     from Sara and Steven Just, Sally 
Goldfarb and Joseph Straus
Shirley and Fred Sheinberg
     from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs
Margaret Krause Becker
     from Amy Becker-Mattes and 
Jeffrey	Mattes
Michael Herman Ramer
     from Sally Steinberg-Brent
Ann and Sidney Blair
     from Lewis and Lynn Coopersmith
Anne “Anka” Sivak
     from Susanne Csapo 

JEWISH CENTER WOMEN 
FUND
In honor of
Pamela Zaifman and Roberta 
Sternthal for their dedication to JCW 
and for a lovely and meaningful 
Shabbat service and dinner
     from Jerry and Helen Ray Kaufman
JCW and the dinner and services on 
April 4
     from Jacob Schwartz

In memory of
Allen Porter
     from PSP July Moms Group
My precious mother-in-love, Sylvia 
Rosa Portman, for your nurturing of a 
new Jewish woman, and for being an 
amazing Savtah
     from Joan Portman

KIDDUSH COMMUNITY
     from Gerald Seid
In honor of
Joyce and Clive Usiskin on their 70th 
Anniversary
     from The Usiskin children, 
 grandchildren and great-
 grandchildren

LIBRARY FUND
     from Jonathan Connor

In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Martha and Marty Rossman
Gerald Finerman
     from Martha and Marty Rossman

LIFE AND LEGACY 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In honor of
Norma Saks on the Bat Mitzvah of her 
granddaughter, Willa Saks
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Perrisue Silverstein on her special 
birthday
     from Florence and Steven Kahn
Heidi Joseph on her successful term 
as President of TJC 
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman
Evy Grossman on the printing of her 
memoir in German
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman
The marriage of Stephen Hudis and 
Suzanne Tepper
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

In memory of
Cynthia Fox Sage
     from Linda and Art Meisel
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Allen Porter
     from his friends and colleagues 
 on the JCFGM Board of Trustees, 
 Judy and Marty Schwartz, Florence
 and Steven Kahn. Marsha 
 and Eliot Freeman
Jeremiah Paul Ostriker
     from Linda and Art Meisel
Jacinto (Jack) Marrero
     from Sheila Marrero
Michael Herman Ramer
     from Sheila Marrero
Jeffrey Baumann
     from Judy and Marty Schwartz, 
 Amy and Eran Zacks, Linda and 
 Art Meisel, Judy and Mike Leopold
Brenda Cohen
     from Dee Silver and Ed Flax
Miryam (Maxine) Elkins
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman
Gerald Finerman
     from Marsha and Eliot Freeman

MARCHAND ESPIR FAMILY 
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION 
FUND
In memory of
Anny Meyer
     from Fran Zeitler Edelman and Fred
 Edelman, Brenda and Avraham 
 Zlatin, Carol Kaufmann, Linda and 
 Bob Gunther and Carole and Mark 
 Borkan, Barry Ableman and 
 Linda Rosenberg
My precious father-in-love, Harry 
Portman, for his wonderful guidance 
and abiding love
     from Joan Portman

PRAYERBOOK FUND
In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Lloyd and Dianne Mandel
Albert and Sarah Light
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross
Anny Meyer
     from Myra Weiner

RABBI ADAM FELDMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND
In honor of
Len Feldman on his 90th birthday
     from Harvey and Joan Bucholtz

In memory of
Monroe Milstein
     from Linda and Michael Grenis

RABBI MEROW’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
     from Donna and David Gabai
     from Sher and Jeanne Leiman

In honor of
Rabbi Merow for all of your support 
with Jacob preparing for his Bar 
Mitzvah
					from	Abbye	and	Joshua	Cornfield
Avi Paradise and Debbie Freedman 
on the birth of their grandson, Nadav 
Evahn Moshe Paradise
     from Bobbi and Barry Freedman
Judy and Steve Richman on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their grandson, Yonatan 
Richman-Dreyfus
     from Myra Weiner

In memory of
Larry Berger on the anniversary of his 
2nd yahrzeit
     from Paget Berger
Allen Porter
     from Richard Levine and Kathy 
Ales,	Cynthia	and	Fred	Neufeld,	
Barbara Curran, Bobbi and Barry 
Freedman, Lew and Barbara 
Gantwerk, Tanna and Richard 
Williams, Robin and Alan Wallack
Cynthia Sage
     from Bobbi and Barry Freedman
Estelle Bach
     from Bobbi and Barry Freedman
Felice Gordon
     from Adele Agin
Cynthia Sage
     from The Sage Family
Barbara Rosenberg
     from Marilyn Marks Tal and Reli Tal

Samuel and Lena Kodner
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross
Henrietta Light Gross
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross
Barbara Wood
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross
Freda Belle Friedlander
     from Sandy Bishins
Edward David Friedlander
     from Sandy Bishins
Patsy Dunn Shanberg
      from Alison and David Politziner, 

Martha Friedman and Harold Heft, 
Charlene and Scott Borsack

Jeffrey Baumann
     from Robin and Alan Wallack
My beloved husband, Dr. Ronald 
Portman, and with deep gratitude for 
all he did too enhance the lives of our 
family and whose lives he touched 
with care
     from Joan Portman
Gerald Finerman
     from Kathy Ales and Richard 
Levine
Miryam (Maxine) Elkins
     from Kathy Ales and Richard 
Levine, Irene Goldfarb
Monroe Milstein
					from	David	and	Nadivah	Greenberg

RABBI TUCKER LIFE CYCLE 
FUND
     from Carol and Mark Pollard
     from Reba Orszag

In honor of
Avi Paradise and Debbie Freedman 
on the birth of their grandson, Nadav 
Evahn Moshe Paradise
     from Martha Friedman and Harold 
Heft
Gail Gendler and Mitchell Gladstein on 
the marriage of Talia Gendler to Geoff 
Arno and Eliana Gladstein’s marriage 
to Viktor Pandza
     from Myra Weiner
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In memory of
Cynthia Sage
      from Katie Venn, Martha Finch, 

Katie Sparks, Debbie Freedman 
and	Avi	Paradise,	Nancy	Kuntz,	
Debby and Alan Tipermas, April 
Horwitz, Kelly Thomas, Susie Daly, 
Jennifer Miller, Bridget McGowan, 
Jennifer Rubin, Harriet Kass, Ginny 
Mason,	Joan	Levin,	Joanne	Reiff	
Fishbane, Linda and Art Meisel, 
Fran and Assaf Amir, Donna and 
David Gabai, Rachel Galant, Patti 
and Harvey Gould

Kathleen Shanahan
      from Martha Friedman and Harold 

Heft

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS FUND
In honor of
Ronit Johnson for all of your support 
with Jacob preparing for his Bar 
Mitzvah
					from	Abbye	and	Joshua	Cornfield
Gila Levin for helping to prepare 
Jacob for his Bar Mitzvah
					from	Abbye	and	Joshua	Cornfield

In memory of
Nathan and Rebecca Friedenberg
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
     from Sherry Pitkofsky and Seth 
Cohen

In memory of
Cynthia Sage
     from Cynthia and Tom Richman, 
 Joe and Barbara Schwartz
Miryam (Maxine) Elkins
     from Shoshana Silberman

SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND
     from Michael and 
 Rebeka Markowitz  

In honor of
The wedding of Suzanne Tepper and 
Stephen Hudis 
     from Suzanne Tepper and 
 Stephen Hudis
The baby naming of their 
granddaughter, Eloise Ruby Cantor
					from	Ed	and	Debbie	Soffen
The Bar Mitzvah of our grandson, 
Yonatan Richman-Dreyfus
     from Judy and Steve Richman

Myra Weiner and Judy Richman for 
organizing Guess Who’s Coming to 
Shabbas
     from Martha Friedman
  and Harold Heft

In memory of
Larry Berger 
     from Joe and Barbara Schwartz
Susan Heymsfeld
     from Joel Heymsfeld
Lillian Millner
     from Rita Swirsky
Helen Schwartz
     from Rita Swirsky
Lawrence Swirsky
     from Rita Swirsky
Tillye Klaben
					from	Norma	Papier
Lisa McKeegan
     from Avi Paradise and Debbie 
Freedman
Barbara Rosenberg
     from David Greenberg
Jacob and Sylvia Kodner
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross
Susan Bergman Hackett
     from Vicky Bergman
Gerald Finerman
     from Linda and Art Meisel, 
 Renee and Ted Altman, Judy and 
 Mike Leopold, Joan Levin, Fran 
 and Assaf Amir
Ralph T. Heymsfeld
     from Joel Heymsfeld

SILVER CIRCLE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Ruth Schulman

SOCIAL ACTION FUND
     from Linda Oppenheim 
 and Bob Karp

In honor of
Linda Oppenheim
     from Brenda Zlatin

In memory of
Allen Porter
     from Sandie Rabinowitz, 
 Avi Paradise and Debbie Freedman
Cynthia Sage
     from Wilma Solomon
  and David Goldberg
Norbert Wetzel
     from Linda and Art Meisel, 
 Judy and Mike Leopold
Miryam (Maxine) Elkins
     from	Nancy	Lerner-Weiss,	
 Alison and David Politziner
Gerald Finerman
     from Alison and David Politziner, 
 Harriet Kass and Alan Medvin

YOUTH AND FAMILY 
PROGRAMS FUND
In memory of
Cynthia Sage
     from Marci Meixler and Alan Braun
Allen Porter
     from Jonathan and Susan Gross

*This gift is from a Donor Advised 
Fund at the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Greater Mercer.
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Kiddush Community is a way to build more connection 
between congregants and eat good food.  It involves 
re-imagining how we organize Kiddush luncheons.
 
This re-imagining of the Kiddush Luncheon BUILDS our 
community by:
- Adding a source of alternative revenue
- Increasing participation in Shabbat: services or social
- Allowing us to celebrate more simchot together 

   Macher $1000

   Supporter $540

   Contributor $360

   Friend $180

• Each week multiple congregants can mark simchot at TJC by donating towards the kiddush luncheon.  
The spread stays the same (with some options for upper levels or additional donations.)

Do you know someone 
who is ill or in the 

hospital?  

Email Rabbi Merow at 
RAM@thejewishcenter.org 

to let us know.
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+ UPDATE
During the academic year, the 55 Plus Club of Princeton presents two lectures per month at The Jewish Center, usually on 
the first and third Thursdays of the month, at ten a.m. These events are open to everyone free of charge, with a $5 donation 
suggested. They are also available live via a Zoom feed at https://princeton55plus.org.
55 PLUS was organized in 1986 as a non-profit non-sectarian club and welcomes all attendees, regardless of gender, age, 
race, or religious affiliation.
Our volunteer organization finds interesting speakers, manages the finances, outreach, and support information 
technology. If you would like to help, please contact our head volunteer coordinator, Sanjay Sehgal (sehgal@iname.com).
55 PLUS speakers for June 2025
 
June 5, 2025: Ross Baker, Distinguished professor (emeritus), Political Science Department at Rutgers University
 
Topic: The House and Senate: The Non-Identical Twins
 
June 19: Dr. William Hu, Director, Center for Healthy Aging Research, Associate Professor and Chief of Cognitive 
Neurology at  Rutgers-RWJ Medical School and Institute for Health Policy and Aging Research

Topic: Long COVID

Interested in stock market investing?
At the Princeton Pikers, our goal is simple: earn while 
you learn! Whether you’re a seasoned investor or just 
starting out, our friendly, supportive environment is 
the perfect place to enhance your investment skills and 
knowledge.

What We Offer:
• Insightful discussions on investment strategies
• Expert guest speakers, including:
o The Head of IT at Princeton University discussing the 
future of AI and its impact on investing
o A representative from the Federal Reserve of 
Philadelphia sharing insights on the current economy

• Opportunities for friendship and camaraderie
• A chance to share experiences and tips
Don’t miss out on this chance to grow your wealth and 
wisdom together!

Join us and make your money work for you!
For more information, contact Bob at 
robert.levine19@gmail.com. 
Use the subject line: Pikers.  See you there!Every second 

Thursday of the 
month at TJC
9:30 am-Noon 
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In Memoriam:
We extend our deepest sympathy in remembering:

Kathleen Shanahan, 
sister of Frank (Deborah Marinsky) DiGiacomo

Barbara Rosenberg, 
mother of Linda (Barry Ableman) Rosenberg

Michael Herman Ramer, 
son of Iris and Elliot Ramer

Jeremiah Paul Ostriker, 
father of Eve (Nat Bottigheimer) Ostriker

Patsy Dunn Shanberg, 
mother of Debbi Dunn (Stephen) Solomon

Anny Meyer, 
mother of Gerard (Sherry Edelman) Meyer

Jeffrey Baumann, 
brother of Florence (Steven) Kahn

Norbert Wetzel, 
husband of Hinda Winawer

Miryam (Maxine) Elkins, 
wife of Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins

Gerald Finerman, 
brother of Adele Agin

Monroe Milstein, 
father of Andy (Carol) Milstein

Brenda Cohen, 
longtime member

JUNE 27JUNE 27

Friday, 6:30 p.m.Friday, 6:30 p.m.
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GOT A
FEW THINGS 
GOING ON?
Let me help you
with that!

The Marketing Source
for Your Outsourcing.
• branding
• design
• strategy • strategy 

Jenny Lowhar | 305.726.8494
jennylowhar@mac.com

Be a Volunteer!

Email us at
 info@thejewishcenter.org

Real estate is a process and I am with you every
step of the way. For me, real estate is deeply
rooted in relationships. Even after you close on
your house, you can always call me for advice,
for help, for information. 

EXPERIENCE GETS RESULTS

C: 609.462.2340   O: 609.924.1600

robinwallack.com

Broker Associate

robin.wallack@foxroach.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

 

Princeton Office  |  253 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ  08540
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Thank you for bringing your McCaffrey’s receipts to TJC! 
We appreciate you thinking of us whenever you shop.

Now collecting for June-July 2025. 

Please do not bring in older receipts.

Receipts with discounts cannot be accepted.

Thank you!

Would you like to sort? We are looking for volunteers 
to help sort receipts. Contact Roni at vgarrison@
thejewishcenter.org

Receipts

– DAVID R. BARILE, MD 
Medical Director,  
Greenwood House Hospice

Chief, Section of Geriatric Medicine,  
Penn Medicine Princeton Health

Founder and Medical Director Goals  
of Care Coalition of NJ

At Greenwood House,  
our residents, families and caregivers  
LOVE HOW MUCH WE CARE! 
AND YOU WILL, TOO.
But don’t take our word for it.

“I am proud and honored to serve as Greenwood House Hospice Medical 
Director and to work alongside some of the best nurses, social workers, 
chaplains and volunteers in the business. Our team provides intimate 
and comprehensive care for our terminally ill patients. We support not 
just those in their final months but also their families and loved ones.”

Greenwood House Hospice is a nonprofit, mission-based organization rooted in 
cherished Jewish traditions and an industry leader in providing high-quality senior 

health care in the state of New Jersey. Seniors of all faiths are welcome.

Call us today: (609) 883-6026 
Or email us at kfisher@greenwoodhouse.org

53 Walter Street, Ewing Township, NJ 08628 
(Off Parkway Ave/Scotch Rd Exit & I-295)

Greenwood House is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation of Princeton, Mercer, Bucks. 
*Greenwood House Hospice was established in memory of Renee Denmark Punia.

greenwoodhouse.org

@GreenwoodHouseNJ

Hospice is about living the fullest life possible according to a patient’s capabilities within a life-
limiting condition. In hospice, your choices guide the care we provide. Hospice care affirms quality 
of life.  Our goal is to prevent and relieve pain, discomfort, anxiety and fear.

We provide emotional and spiritual support to patients and their loved ones. Hospice care is 
provided wherever a patient feels most comfortable or where they call home. We help families 
and caregivers prepare for end-of-life challenges and find creative ways to share in life review and 
legacy projects so that our patient’s wisdom and memories can be treasured for future generations.

Our Hospice Team consists of:
•  Hospice Medical Director, a board-certified 

hospice physician
•  Registered Nurses (RNs) monitoring pain, 

managing symptoms and guiding patient’s 
plan of care

•  Hospice Certified Nursing Aides (CNAs) 
providing personal patient care and 
companionship

•  Social Workers supporting patients and families 
and connecting them with community resources

•  Spiritual Counselors providing emotional 
support and personal counseling

•  Bereavement Services offering guidance 
and education concerning anticipatory 
grief to families throughout care and 
bereavement

•  Hospice Volunteers assisting with variety 
of patient and family personalized 
support activities

“the only choice 
for my patient’s”
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ADVERTISE WITH US!
Please support our advertisers. 

If you’d like to advertise
 in our full-color bulletin, printed 

six times a year, 
please contact our TJC office at (609) 921-0100 or 

info@thejewishcenter.org.

I will donate $180 in honor of each of my TJC clients who 
buy or sell a home this year.   

The donation will be made to the fund of their choice.   
 

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED AND GROW! 

Contact me to schedule a FREE confidential consultation 
Office: 609-921-1900|Cell: 609-577-2989|info@BeatriceBloom.com|BeatriceBloom.com 
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BILL'S BRIDGE CLUB
Tuesday Duplicate Bridge Games 

at The Jewish Center 

435 Nassau St
Princeton, NJ

Refreshments
Provided 

Need help finding a partner?
Please let us know if there is anything we can do to help.

Thank you for supporting our bridge club.

Bill & Stephanie Miller

billsbridge@gmail.com         (908) 872-7927

Interested in
learning Bridge?

Beginner classes will
be offered in the
fall. Watch your
email for details.

 
Beginner/Intermediate

Separate Section
Attendance Permitting

at TJC!

$20 
per pair

collected at
the door

Cemetery Plots for Sale!

The Jewish Center has 23 
plots available for sale at

Beth Israel Cemetery 
in Woodbridge, NJ.

If you are interested in 
purchasing plots, please reach 

out to Joel Berger at 
jberger@thejewishcenter.org

mailto:jberger@thejewishcenter.org
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Contributions
The Jewish Center is grateful for the many donations that you give both in honor of joyous occasions and in memory of 
beloved family and friends. To make the logistics easier and the gifting choices clearer, a donor form is printed on the 
back of each monthly newsletter. Donor forms are also available in the Main Office. We thank you for the generosity that 
goes into each of these donations!

Your name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter:  _____________________________________________________________
Donor’s Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Occasion:    In memory of:     In honor of:   Name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Send donation acknowledgement to:  ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(A beautiful new tribute card will be sent for contributions of $18 or more. A listing will be posted as you would like it to appear in the 
newsletter for any donated amount.)
Amount Enclosed: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice below and mail this form and a check to The Jewish Center, 435 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08540. 
If you are interested in planned giving opportunities, please call The Jewish Center office, 609-921-0100 ext. 200.
Funds

  General Fund
  Bimah Accessibility Project
  Adult Education Fund
  Annual Fund
  Apartment Construction Fund
  Arts & Cultural Affairs
  Fran Amir Community Service Trip Fund
  Hachutzah Exploratory Trail Fund 
  Hazzan’s Music Fund
   Irving N. Rabinowitz Conversational 
Hebrew Fund

  Israel and Us Fund
  Java Nagila Café
  Jess & Marion Epstein Lunch & Learn Fund 
  The Jewish Center Refugee Fund
  Jewish Center Women
  Library
  Life and Legacy Endowment Fund

   Marchand Espir Family Holocaust 
Education Fund

  Men’s Club
  Neimark Senior Mitzvah Fund
   New Siddur ($36) New Chumash ($75)
New Machzor ($36)

  Rabbi Merow’s Discretionary Fund
  Rabbi Feldman Memorial Fund
  Rabbi Tucker Life Cycle Fund
  Religious Affairs Fund
  Religious School Fund 
  Sapoff Art Purchase & Restoration Fund
  The Schnitzer Family Shekel Fund 

     for Adventures in Israel 
  Shabbat Luncheon Fund  
  Silver Circle Scholarship Fund
  Social Action
  Steven Levine Special Education Fund
  Tchelet Tzitzit Fund

  Torah Repair Fund
  Youth and Family Programs

 
Plaques and Remembrances

  Memorial Plaque $350 
   Tree of Life Leaf $216 
(to commemorate a simcha)

Kiddush Community
  Friend $180 
   Contributor $360
   Supporter $540
   Macher $1000 

Brick Pavers 
  Small - $250 
  Medium - $500
  Large - $750

* Now you can donate through our website. 
Go to www.thejewishcenter.org 
and follow the instructions!

Scan code to donate
 via phone or tablet.


