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MESSAGE from
the Rabbi
Rabbi Andrea Merow
609.921.0100 ext. 203
RAM@thejewishcenter.org

I am excited to invite you to join me on a 
Mission to Israel this May. This is a service 
mission. We’ll volunteer, hear geopolitical 
briefings from multiple perspectives, and 
connect with trauma intervention work on the 
ground. Our time will take us to Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv, and the regions of S’dot Negev and 
Netivot. At a moment when our support and 
our presence are needed, this Mission is a way 
for us to stand with our sisters and brothers in 
Israel — and, as a community, to witness both 
the resilience of Israelis and the real challenges 
they face.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia, 
three Philadelphia-area synagogues, and TJC 
are sponsoring the Mission. Since October 7th, 
synagogues and Jewish organizations across 
the region have partnered to run missions 
together, because a larger group means access 
to a wider range of speakers and experiences 
than any one congregation could offer alone. 
I’m deeply grateful to Rabbi David Glanzberg-
Krainin — my friend and the rabbi I used to 
work with — and to my friend from Young 
Judaea, Jeff Lasday, Senior Chief of External 
Affairs at the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia, for inviting TJC to join this trip. 
The trip already has the critical mass to make 
it a go, so we know it’s happening: you can 
commit with confidence, not wait and see.
A limited number of subsidies are available 
to help people who might not otherwise be 
able to participate. No financial documents 
are needed — just your request — and they’re 
offered on a first-come, first-served basis.
This trip is not geared toward first-time visitors 
to Israel: it’s a Mission, and it won’t include the 
major sightseeing stops. However, if you’ve 

never been and would still like to come, I’d 
suggest arriving a week or a few days early 
or staying later to do more touring. The 
Philadelphia Federation’s travel department is 
happy to help you plan those details.
I remain deeply committed to our own 
Princeton Mercer Bucks Federation, where 
I currently serve ex officio on the board as 
the local Board of Rabbis’ representative. I’ve 
been in touch with our Federation’s president, 
immediate past co-president, as well as our 
Executive Director — all TJC members — about 
this opportunity from the very start. They’re 
glad to see TJCers travel to Israel, support 
Israelis, and see the Federation’s work up 
close. Though we are going with the Philly 
Federation, we will have an opportunity to 
learn about the work of our local Federation 
and TJC.’s work. I hope this Mission is a first 
step toward one day offering a Mercer County 
community Mission of our own — and I’ll be 
the first to sign up.

Join our virtual info session: Monday, 
October 12, 7:00–8:00 p.m. via Zoom 
(details below). To RSVP for the info session, 
ask logistics questions, or find out about 
subsidies, contact Erica N. Miller, Missions 
Manager at The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Philadelphia, at erica.miller@jewishphilly.org 
or 215.832.0629.

Please consider joining me. This is an 
opportunity not simply to visit Israel, but to 
show up — to serve, to listen, to learn, and to 
stand with people we care about. I would love 
to experience it together.

Rabbi Merow

Join Me on a Mission to Israel — May 6–14, 2027
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MESSAGE from  
the Executive Director
Joel Berger
609.921.0100 ext. 205  
jberger@thejewishcenter.org

I am writing this as we are nine days before Rosh 
Hashanah.  You are reading this, after the holidays 
have passed by.  I think it’s time to take a breath.

Our holiday prep begins in April when I make the 
first phone call to rent the outside tent.  Then we 
gather all of our checklists and go one by one, to 
make sure your holiday experience is a good one.  
What did we miss?  What did we not account for?  
The questions are endless and yes, cause sleepless 
nights.

People have been coming by and ask, “Are you 
guys busy?”  It’s kind of an easy question to answer.  
We are non-stop leading up to the holidays.  Does 
everyone have tickets?  Have you placed your Book 
of Remembrance ad?  Have you ordered your 
Lulav and Etrog?  Where are the gardeners?  Is the 
security all arranged for?  It goes on and on and on. 
So now it’s time to take a breath.

Having lived in Miami for over 30 years, you never 
really get to experience fall.  I did growing up on 
Long Island but I had missed it for so many years.  
And now that I have been here for the past 7 years, 
it’s time to appreciate this fall season.  It’s time to 
take a breath.

Leaves changing colors.  Crisp, Cool Air.  Sweater or 
Jacket season.  Apple picking for those who enjoy.  
Looking forward to Halloween and Thanksgiving.  
It’s Football season and so begins another year as a 
Jets fan.  It’s also college football season and being 
a Miami Hurricanes fan.  Baseball moves into the 
playoffs.  Basketball and Hockey are starting up.  
Fireplaces and bonfire smells are in the air.  It’s just 
an amazing time of year.  A time of year where we 
all need to take a breath.

Find time for yourself. Find time to relax, read a 
book, take a hike, reach out to family and friends, 
and enjoy what we have around us.  Look back on 

the holidays and look forward to the next holidays.  
They seem to come around all the time.  Look 
at our calendar of programs and maybe attend 
a program you would not even have thought to 
attend.  You’ll never know what you might hear or 
learn.

Get involved.  Join a committee.  Prepare our 
Kiddush lunch with the Krew.  Find out how you 
can do more for our community.  The opportunities 
are endless.

“Breathe. Let go. And remind yourself that this very 
moment is the only one you know you have for sure” 
by Oprah Winfrey

I’m taking a breath this fall.  I hope you do as well.

Joel

Time to Take a Breath

MESSAGE from 
the President
Lew Gantwerk
lg.presidenttjc@gmail.com

Friends,

In a recent column in the NY Times, Roger 
Rosenblatt began his essay with the following: 
“The older I get, the more I appreciate the wonders 
around me.”  I was struck by the simplicity of this 
sentence but also by how strongly I identified 
with it.  I was sitting in our backyard just staring at 
the trees and leaves and the sun came out from 
behind a cloud and the brightness totally changed 
how everything looked.  I felt grateful that I noticed 
this tiny change and wondered how much I might 
be missing regarding the wonders around me.  

During Friday night services at The Jewish Center 
Rabbi Merow takes a moment to ask members of 
the congregation to think about a blessing they 
could share with us.  Congregants respond and tell 
us of a visit with a family member, of a successful 
event, an anniversary of something important to 
them.  We all respond by acknowledging their story 
and wishing a Mazal Tov.   

This got me thinking about the notion of 
appreciation.   At its core, appreciation is the act 
of recognizing, understanding, and savoring the 
goodness in one’s life, in other people, or in the 
world at large.  The opposite is, I think, taking 
things for granted.  Would our lives be enhanced if 
we could decide to resist taking things for granted 
and replace those moments by appreciating 
something related to the taken for granted 
moment?  I am not suggesting that we ignore 
problems we face, disappointments we experience, 
or worries that overwhelm us.  But I am suggesting 
that we actually might have a way to choose to see 
things a bit differently and thereby brighten our 
lives through appreciation.  

We’ve all had the experience of saying to our kids 
when they come home from school and we ask 
them how was school today and they say fine.  Or 

asking our partners how was your day and they 
say fine. What if we changed the greeting and 
said something like “Tell me something good (or 
nice, or pretty or  - you get it)  that you noticed 
today?  What made you smile today?  There must 
have been something today that resulted in your 
being happy or feeling good.  What was it?  Can 
we actually change the experience of our lives by 
focusing on our ability to choose appreciation?  I 
think it’s worth thinking about.

When people find out I’m serving as President 
of The Jewish Center, their reaction is often 
something like “oh, you have my condolences” 
or “how much longer do you have to serve” or 
some other response indicating that it must be 
unpleasant.  I have become determined to respond 
by letting these folks know that I really appreciate 
serving this community, and helping to contribute 
to making TJC a joyful place.  It’s true! 

I’m increasingly aware of the wonders around me 
– the joy I get from recognizing and appreciating 
the people in my life, the opportunities I have and 
the simple change of the sun on the leaves.  I know 
you’ll be reading this after the High Holidays and 
I hope that your participation in all the simchas 
during these last few months has left you feeling 
appreciative for all that we have.  I hope that 
your membership in The Jewish Center adds to 
your appreciation of, and gratitude for, all of our 
blessings. 

Lew
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MESSAGE   from the 
Director of Congregational Learning
Sharon Diamondstein  
609.921.0100 ext. 220  
sdiamondstein@thejewishcenter.org

To My Beloved Jewish Center Community, 
 
It’s hard to believe that this is my final bulletin letter. 
Since announcing in July that I would be leaving my 
position in early October, my family and I have felt an 
outpouring of love from so many of you. While I am 
excited for this next step, the friends and memories 
from The Jewish Center will be treasured in my heart. 
 
On the last day of Religious School, I read a story to our 
teachers and madrichim based on Leo Tolstoy’s Three 
Questions. It seems appropriate that I share it again here, 
as I shared it on the last day of school every year when I 
was in the classroom. 
 
I.n this adaptation by Jon J. Muth, a young boy named 
Nikolai sought advice from Leo, a wise old turtle, to 
answer three questions: When is the best time to do 
things? Who is the most important one? And what is 
the right thing to do? 
 
When Nikolai arrived at Leo’s house in the mountains, 
he found the old turtle digging in the garden. He asked 
his questions, but Leo didn’t answer. Nikolai figured 
that Leo was tired, so he took the shovel from him and 
continued digging until the work was done. 
 
As he finished, the weather changed, and Nikolai heard 
a cry for help. He ran toward the sound and found an 
injured panda. Nikolai carried her to Leo’s house, and 
when the panda woke, she asked where her child was. 
Nikolai ran into the woods and found the panda’s child, 
cold and shivering. He brought her back to her mother. 
 
Leo smiled. Nikolai again asked his questions, and Leo 
told him they had already been answered. He reminded 
Nikolai about the digging, the panda, and how he found 
her child.  He then said, “Remember then that there is 
only one important time, and that time is now. The most 
important one is always the one you are with. And the 
most important thing is to do good for the one who is 

standing at your side. For these, my dear boy, are the 
answers to what is most important in this world. That is 
why we are here.” 
 
For nine years, at one point or another, each of you has 
been the most important one to me. Each of you has 
given me opportunities to do good for you, reminding 
me what is important in this world. You have reminded 
me why I am here. 
 
It has been my honor and privilege to serve this 
community for the past nine years. Thank you for 
trusting me with your children, your families, your 
celebrations, your questions, your ideas, and so many 
meaningful moments along the way. 
 
On a deeply personal level, I will always be grateful for 
the support and warmth that surrounded my family 
and me after my mother died. Your kindness, your 
calls, your meals, your hugs, your presence, and your 
love carried us through a very difficult time. You have 
welcomed not just me, but Marc, Eric, and Jason, and 
made us feel like part of a much larger family. 
 
And while this may be my final bulletin letter, it is 
not quite goodbye. I am so fortunate that we still have 
one very important family milestone ahead of us here, 
and I am especially looking forward to celebrating 
Jason’s Bar Mitzvah with our community in October. 
Eric and Jason will also continue as madrichim, so the 
Diamondsteins are not disappearing from The Jewish 
Center anytime soon. 
 
Thank you for nine unforgettable years. It has truly been 
my honor to be here, to learn with you, to celebrate 
with you, to grow alongside you, and to call The Jewish 
Center home. 
 
With much love and gratitude,  
 
Sharon

PARKER COHEN - OCTOBER 24

Parker is an 8th grader at Princeton Middle School who loves spending time with 
friends, playing basketball and tennis, riding his bike, and trying new foods. He 
also enjoys cooking and following his favorite teams, players, stats and trades.
 
For his Chesed project, Parker volunteered as a ballperson at the Philly WTA tennis 
tournament, combining his love of tennis with service.
 
Parker is funny, caring and social, and he loves making people laugh. He’s also a 
great big brother to Ellie, with whom he enjoys shooting hoops and being silly. 
We’re excited to celebrate Parker as he becomes a Bar Mitzvah.

JASON DIAMONDSTEIN - OCTOBER 31

Jason Diamondstein is an 8th grade student at Highland Park Middle School.  He 
enjoys learning and in addition to playing percussion in the middles school band, 
he also plays in the HPMS percussion ensemble and jazz band.  He brings curiosity, 
humor and determination to everything he does.  He has attended The Jewish 
Center religious school since kindergarten, and feels very much at home when he 
is here.  In his spare time, Jason loves cooking, spending time with friends, and 
catching a Somerset Patriots game.  Jason is looking forward to participating in 
Sulam, TJC youth programs, and being a madrich.  He is grateful to his parents, 
brother, and dogs for their support as he celebrates becoming a Bar Mitzvah.

BECKETT WILLIAMS - NOVEMBER 14
 
Beckett Williams is an eighth grader at Princeton Middle School. His family 
moved to Princeton from New York City and joined The Jewish Center in 2020.
 
Beckett has trained with Princeton Judo for four years, earning his green belt 
and competing in several regional tournaments. He also plays bass, plays tennis, 
and recently joined the PNRA/Mercer Juniors rowing program. When he is not 
on the mat or the water, he is usually reading mythology and natural history.
 
Beckett is excited to serve as a Madrichim this fall, and would like to thank 
Rabbi Merow, Avi Paradise, Gila Levin, his family, and everyone else who helped 
him prepare to become a bar mitzvah. 
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GRAYSON ALLEN - NOVEMBER 21

Grayson Eli Allen is a seventh grader at The Center School in Somerset, New Jersey 
and a lifelong member of The Jewish Center of Princeton.  He is proudly the third 
generation in his family to celebrate becoming a B’nai Mitzvah here at TJC. He 
enjoys hiking, biking, chess, playing games, and being creative.  Grayson would like 
to thank his family, Gila Levin, Rabbi Merow, Avi Paradise, and all of his religious 
school teachers for helping him prepare for his Bar Mitzvah.
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Despite many obstacles along the way the Jewish community in Princeton has grown and today 
The Jewish Center of Princeton the home base for Jews from all around the area and even for 
visitors from overseas. Our congregation first met in a rented ballroom on Witherspoon St 
and has steadily grown. We moved to our current site on Nassau Street in 1956. From humble 
beginnings the Jewish Center campus is now a significant presence in Princeton.

But it is much more than just the brick-
and-mortar physical address for the 
Jewish community. For the past 26 ½ 
years, Beatrice and I have made The 
Jewish Center the place for our family to 
find nourishment for our spiritual well-
being. Our kids learned about Shabbat 
and other holidays in nursery school and 
they learned to make challah and read 
Torah in Hebrew School.  It was the place 
I found comfort after escaping New York 
City on September 11, 2001. We celebrated 
family simchas with the community as our 
children celebrated B’nai Mitzvot. It is the 
place we said kaddish when we mourned 
the passing of our parents. Today we regularly attend Shabbat services. If you are inclined you 
can also learn to play Mah Jongg, tend to the vegetable garden or maintain the nature trail. 

At a time when many synagogues are shrinking and facing financial challenges, The Jewish 
Center has been a consistent resource. To ensure the vitality and strength of The Jewish Center 
for future generations, we gladly donated to the Life & Legacy Program. It is so rewarding to 
know that with our pledge, we are directly contributing to the community that has supported us 
in many ways. It has been the source of many deep connections, new friendships and it has been 
our touchstone during our life in Princeton. With continued contributions to the Life & Legacy 
program, we believe that The Jewish Center will continue to enhance and expand its role in the 
greater Princeton Jewish community.

- Beatrice and Michael Bloom

LEGACYLIFE &
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LIBRARY
NEW ACQUISITIONS

We’re continuing to add new books to the collection. 
These books along with books purchased in the last 
year can be found on the New Acquisitions shelf to 
the right as you enter the library.

The Final Solution to the Jewish Question: A Love 
Story for the Living by Dara Horn  Combining deep 
historical research, investigative reporting, and 
storytelling bravado, Horn’s book is both diagnosis 
and prescription. She proposes a dramatic solution 
rooted in a new understanding of freedom and 
responsibility, and clears a path toward a shared 
future.

Porcupines: Novel  by Fran Fabriczki  A fresh and 
witty debut about a young immigrant mother and 
her increasingly inquisitive daughter, who wakes 
up one day and decides to find out who her father 
is.

Enormous Wings by Laurie Frankel  At seventy-
seven, Pepper Mills moves into a retirement 
community she didn’t choose, makes new friends, 
falls in love, and discovers she’s pregnant. 
Enormous Wings is a novel about female agency 
and bodily autonomy, morality and mortality. It’s 
about what happens when you don’t get to choose. 

From Krakow to Krypton:  Jews and Comic Books 
by Arie Kaplan  Jews created the first comic 
book, the first graphic novel, and the first comic 
book convention. Kaplan tells their stories and 
demonstrates how they brought a uniquely 
Jewish perspective to their work and to the comics 
industry as a whole.

November Author Program

On Sunday morning, November 15, Esther Starry 
Schor will speak on Emma Lazarus’ “The New 
Colossus” and “The Statue of Liberty Law of the 
Land.” Lazarus’s poem has become a rallying cry 
for the rights of both immigrants and naturalized 
citizens. Esther/Starry Schor is the John J. F. 
Sherrerd ’52 University Professor and Professor of 
English, chairs the Humanities Council at Princeton. 
Her 2006 biography Emma Lazarus won the 
National Jewish Book Award. 

Honor System in the Library

We want to remind everyone that our TJC Library is 
based on the Honor System. Checking books out is  
easy. Just fill out  the green slips on the shelf near 
the desk and place completed slip(s ) in the large 
box on the shelf. We’ll take care of the rest. 

Bookplates

We encourage you to think of the Szanto-Kutin Library 
when honoring or remembering a friend or loved one. 
Each book bought by your donation will display a 
bookplate recognizing the donor and honoree.  

Looking forward to seeing you in the Library.

Deborah Marinsky and Roslyn Vanderbilt 

Library Committee Co-chairs

LIBRARY

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/53185.Dara_Horn
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+ UPDATE

October 1: Deborah 
Amos, Ferris Professor of 
Journalism in Residence 
at Princeton University.  
A longtime international 
correspondent, Amos spent 
much of her award-winning 
career at National Public 
Radio. Her reporting on the 
Middle East and refugees in 
the U.S. regularly featured 
on NPR’s Morning Edition, 
Weekend Edition, and All 
Things Considered. She 
recently covered the Syrian 
and Iraqi refugee crises, the 
economy in the Middle East, 
and the Arab youth surge. 
Amos is the author of two 
books: Eclipse of the Sunnis: 
Power, Exile, and Upheaval 
in the Middle East, and Lines 
in the Sand: Desert Storm 
and the Remaking of the 
Arab World. She has won 
several major journalism 
honors, including a Courage 
in Journalism Award from 
the International Women’s 
Media Foundation, a George 
Foster Peabody Award, an 
Edward R. Murrow Lifetime 
Achievement Award, and an 
Emmy.

Topic:  “Why Journalism 
Matters: A conversation 
about the Autocrats 
Playbook”

October 15
Steve Kornacki, National 
political correspondent for 
NBC News.  Kornacki is an 
American political journalist, 
writer, and television 
presenter. He is a national 
political correspondent for 
NBC News. He has written 
articles for Salon, The New 
York Observer, The Wall 
Street Journal, The New York 
Times, New York Daily News, 
New York Post, The Boston 
Globe, and The Daily Beast. 
Kornacki was the multimedia 
anchor for much of MSNBC’s 
The Place for Politics 
campaign coverage, having 
led the network’s analysis 
of voting results for Election 
Day in the United States 
from 2014 to 2024.

Topic:  “On forthcoming 
elections”

	

November 5
 Frederick Wherry, 
Townsend Martin Class of 
1917 Professor of Sociology; 
Vice Dean for Development 
and Inclusion; Director of 
the Presidential Postdoctoral 
Fellowship Program in the 
Office of the Dean of the 
Faculty.  He is currently 
writing a book What We 
Owe: How Debt Came for All 
of Us and How We Get Free 
that examines the rise of 
mass debt, which now rivals 
mass incarceration in scale, 
and exposes the predatory 
tactics of debt collectors 
and the court system. He 
founded the Debt Collection 
Lab (debtcollectionlab.org) 
where he works on issues of 
economic justice. He is the 
author, editor, or co-editor 
of ten books, including Viral 
Debt: The Production and 
Reproduction of Economic 
Vulnerability, Credit Where 
It’s Due: Rethinking Financial 
Citizenship (with Kristin 
Seefeldt and Anthony 
Alvarez), The Oxford 
Handbook of Consumption 
(with Ian Woodward), and 
Money Talks (with Nina 
Bandelj and Viviana Zelizer). 

Topic: “On Debt 
Collection”

November 19
Donna Lieberman, Executive 
Director, New York Civil 
Liberties Union.  She 
has been the executive 
director of the New York 
Civil Liberties Union since 
December 2001. She also 
founded the NYCLU’s 
Reproductive Rights 
Project. During her tenure, 
the NYCLU has grown to 
over 185,000 members, 
with eight offices around 
the state, and become 
the state’s leading voice 
for freedom, justice and 
equality, especially for those 
whose rights are most at 
risk: people of color, young 
people, and low-income 
New Yorkers. Under her 
leadership the NYCLU has 
developed an integrated 
strategy that combines 
litigation, public education, 
advocacy, and lobbying to 
promote and protect civil 
rights and civil liberties.

Topic: “Defending 
Democracy: How can 
Americans fight back to 
protect our civil rights 
and liberties?”

During the academic year, the 55 Plus Club of Princeton presents two lectures per month at The Jewish Center, 
usually on the first and third Thursdays of the month, at ten a.m. These events are open to everyone free of charge, 
with a $5 donation suggested. They are in-person and also available live via a Zoom feed at https://princeton55plus.
org, unless indicated otherwise.  The in-person events are easily accessible with ample free parking at the Center.
55 PLUS was organized in 1986 as a non-profit non-sectarian club and welcomes all attendees, regardless of 
gender, age, race, or religious affiliation.
The all volunteer organization finds interesting speakers, manages the finances, outreach, and support 
information technology. If you would like to help, please contact our head volunteer coordinator, Sanjay Sehgal 
(sehgal@iname.com).

55 PLUS speakers for October & November 2026

Interested in stock market investing?
At the Princeton Pikers, our goal is simple: earn 
while you learn! Whether you’re a seasoned 
investor or just starting out, our friendly, supportive 
environment is the perfect place to enhance your 
investment skills and knowledge.

What We Offer:
• Insightful discussions on investment strategies
• Expert guest speakers, including:
o The Head of IT at Princeton University discussing 
the future of AI and its impact on investing
o A representative from the Federal Reserve of 
Philadelphia sharing insights on the current 
economy

• Opportunities for friendship and camaraderie
• A chance to share experiences and tips
Don’t miss out on this chance to grow your wealth 
and wisdom together!

Join us and make your money work for you!
For more information, contact Bob at 
robert.levine19@gmail.com. Use the subject line: 
Pikers.  See you there!
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The mission of the Chavurat Chesed committe is 
to cultivate a caring and connected community 
at The Jewish Center, by supporting members 
during life cycle moments and times of need. 

This year, our committee is focused on 
communicating one simple message:   We 
are a small group of caring volunteers who 
stand ready to be helpful and supportive to 
any member of the congregation in times of 
need.  If you (or someone in your family) could 
benefit from a meal, a visit, or support during 
illness, recovery, bereavement, or another 
challenging time, please let us know.  

Jewish tradition teaches that communities are 
strengthened not only by those who give, but 
also by those who allow others the privilege 
of giving. Your trust in our support will be a 
gift that allows fellow congregants to fulfill the 
mitzvah of chesed (loving kindness).

This is our third year for a renewed Chavurat 
Chesed committee!  We are grateful that so 
many of you have already volunteered on one 
or more of our four subcommittees. 

Chavurat Chesed matches TJC member 
volunteers with individuals and families in 
need of support in the following areas:

Meal Trains – Zvia Schoenberg & Judy 
Leopold.
Friendly Visits  and Phone Calls– Lynne 
Ross & Jess Deutsch

Shiva Support – Mindy Langer & 
Roberta Sternthal
Caring Drivers – Seeking Co-Chairs

How to contact Chavurat Chesed to request 
support:

•	 Call TJC phone line 609 921-0100 ex-
tension #8

•	 Send an email to chavuratchesed@
thejewishcenter.org

•	 Contact Rabbi Merow 609 921-0100 
extension #203

Examples of mitzvot organized last year: 
•	 Meal Trains for families with newborns 

and individuals recovering from surgery 
or an illness

•	 Support to congregants’ preparing for 
Shiva

•	 “Friendly visits” and follow up phone 
calls Rides for services/programs at TJC 

If you are interested in joining us, contact 
Pam Zaifman or Martha Friedman at
chavuratchesed@thejewishcenter.org.

Let’s keep the kindness growing!

mailto:chavuratchesed@thejewishcenter.org
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We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support The Jewish Center by remembering and 
honoring friends and loved ones through their generous contributions:

HIGH HOLIDAY FLOWERS 
In memory of
Gloria Shavel, Matthew Shavel, 
Merrye Shavel-Hudis, Rabbi Adam 
Feldman

from The Shavel Family

GENERAL FUND
from Ruth and Philip Holmes 
from Jose Matiella

In honor of
Nancy and Neil Lewis on the birth 
of their grandson, Matthew Boaz 
Lewis

from Marcie and Marc Citron

Carly Silverman’s Art Exhibition 
and Cocktails in the Corridor

from Richard and Sheryl Feinstein

Donna Gabai’s Aliyah on 
September 5th

from David and Donna Gabai

In memory of
Ben Shylit

from Sharon Shylit

Morris Goldshore and Lea 
Goldshore

from Lewis Goldshore

Josh Milstein
from Joan Bourdon, Michael 
and Naomi Goldin, Sofia Parish, 
Donna and David Gabai, Judy 
and Mike Leopold, Pamela and 
Howard Dorman, Myra Weiner, 
Marilyn Marks Tal and Reli Tal, 
Rachel Klein-Kircher, Marcie and 
Marc Citron, Lew and Barbara 
Gantwerk, Arthur and Dina 
Epstein, Sandie Rabinowitz, 

Scott and Charlene Borsack, 
Change Board of Directors and 
Staff, Jen and Jeremy Black

Howard Bernstein
from Michael Belzer

Sandie Rabinowitz
from Donna and David Gabai, 
Alison and David Politziner

Baruch Israel
from Olga Barsky

ADULT EDUCATION FUND  
   from Denise and Arnold Landy 
 
In memory of
Harry Jacob Leiman

from Sher Leiman

Josh Milstein
from Shoshana Silberman, Steven 
and Judy Richman, Judi and 
Bernie Fleitman, Ned Wingreen 
and Rachelle Simon

my daughter, Rebecca Annitto, 
whose light continues to shine

from Michal Saraf

ANNUAL FUND 
In memory of
Josh Milstein

from Denise Feder

Carol Alpert, thank you for being a 
bright light for my children

from Dina Shaw

David Heymsfeld and Susan 
Heymsfeld

from Joel Heymsfeld

ARTS & CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
In memory of
Niso Guvenis

from Hasan Kudret and Louise 
Celebi and family

Josh Milstein
from Sher and Jeanne Leiman

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
from Ruth and Philip Holmes

In honor of
The Ozvath-Sperber Family

from Beatrice Bloom

Wendy and Mark Merkovitz
from Anonymous

In memory of
Jules Safir

from Francine Safir

Sandie Rabinowitz
from Steven Emmerich  
and Eve Horwitz

HACHUTZAH EXPLORATORY 
TRAIL FUND

from Jerry Seid

ISRAEL & US FUND 
   from Denise and Arnold Landy 
In honor of
Michael and Beatrice Bloom on 
their anniversary

from Tami and Robert Bloom

Nancy and Neil Lewis on the birth 
of their grandson, Matthew Boaz 
Lewis

from Moshe and Judy Margolin

In memory of
Josh Milstein

from Tirza Wahrman  
and Warren Mitlak

Barbara Krupkin
from Moshe and Judy Margolin

THE JEWISH CENTER 
REFUGEE FUND
   from Anonymous (3) 
   from Steven Sheriff and  
   Michele Alperin

 
In honor of 
Louise Sandburg and Peter Smith 
for all of their hard work on behalf 
of the refugees 
   from Phyllis Teitelbaum and 
Anthony Lunn

Peter Smith’s ongoing kindness and 
generosity

from Kendra DiPaola

In memory of
Josh Milstein

from Fran Zeitler Edelman and 
Fred Edelman

KIDDUSH COMMUNITY
from Ellen and George Pristach

LIFE AND LEGACY 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In honor of
Arlene and Henry Opatut on the 
birth of their grandson, Brodie 
Eben Opatut

from Linda and Art Meisel

Nancy and Neil Lewis on the birth 
of their grandson, Matthew Boaz 
Lewis

from Linda and Art Meisel

Art Meisel on his special birthday
   from Joan Levin 
In memory of
Josh Milstein

from Linda and Art Meisel, Evy 
and Lenny Grossman, Marsha and 
Eliot Freeman

Sandie Rabinowitz
from Linda and Art Meisel

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
In honor of
Diane and Allan Richman on their 
65th Wedding Anniversary
   from Estelle and Ira Meltzer 
In memory of

Josh Milstein
from Brad and Cathy Bailey

RABBI ADAM FELDMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND 
In honor of
The celebration of the engagement 
of Talia Feldman and Noah Spector

from Amy Vogt

Lynn Coopersmith on her special 
birthday

from Nita and Gary Chesler

In memory of
Bernard Cheifetz and Leslie 
Cheifetz

from Ira and Linda Cheifetz

Marc Surrey
from Samantha Surrey

Stacy Cheifetz Marino
from Ira and Linda Cheifetz

RABBI MEROW’S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND
   from MaryLu Simon 
   from Denise and Arnold Landy 
In honor of

Jewish Education
from Rabbi Jan Caryl Kaufman

Rabbi Merow for the beautiful and 
joyous aufruf for Eliza and Paul

from Ellen and George Pristach

Rachel Markowitz’s granddaughter 
Laura Perlstein on her marriage to 
Josh Cohen

from Allan and Diane Richman

Rabbi Andrea Merow and her 
wonderful High Holiday Services

from Jody Sysler

Rabbi Andi Merow on her special 
birthday

from Jen and Jeremy Black

In memory of
My beloved grandmother, Fannie 
Goldfarb

from Ruth Koizim

Carol Alpert
from The Alpert Family

Josh Milstein
from Marci Alboher, Jane, Jennifer 
and John Altman

Rabbi Raymond Leiman
from Sher Leiman

Todd Richman
from Diane and Allan Richman
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Tuesdays, October 20 & November 17 
7:30 p.m. via Zoom.

All are welcome 
to join our 
Book Club 

Discussions.  
Please contact 

Louise Sandburg 
for more info:  

louisesandburg@
gmail.com

Tuesday, October 20, at 7:30 pm 
we’ll meet via Zoom to discuss:  
Nemesis by Philip Roth

Philip Roth’s…protagonist is not one of his self-conscious writer-heroes, 
like Nathan Zuckerman or Peter Tarnopol, who spend their lives turning 
sentences around and contemplating the equation between life and art. No, 
he’s a simple Newark gym teacher who in the summer of 1944 is supervising 
the neighborhood playground, watching the boys play ball and the girls jump 
rope. In Mr. Roth’s…novel, “Nemesis,” it’s the summer when a polio epidemic 
sweeps through the city, spreading anxiety and suspicion. (New York Times)

Tuesday, November 17, at 7:30 pm 
we’ll meet via Zoom to discuss:  
In the Time of our History by Susanne Pari 

“Every family has secrets. Try as we might to keep them hidden, secrets 
have a way of being revealed—sometimes resulting in utter devastation, 
sometimes in forgiveness and understanding. Susanne Pari took me deep 
into these conflicts in her beautifully written novel, In the Time of Our History.  
Days later, I’m still thinking about the women—mothers and daughters, 
sisters, aunts and nieces—who inhabited these pages, the choices they made, 
and the love between them.” (Lisa See) 

For future planning, save these dates and read these books: 

December 15 – Mad Honey by Jodi Picoult
January 19 – The Only Daughter by A.B. Yehoshua
February 16 – Heart of a Stranger by Angela Buchdal 

COMING UP NEXT!

RABBI TUCKER LIFE CYCLE 
FUND

from Larry and Madlen Mayer

In honor of
Gail Gendler and Mitch Gladstein 
on the birth of their granddaughter, 
Alice Ruby Arno

from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs

Nancy and Neil Lewis on the birth 
of their grandson, Matthew Boaz 
Lewis

from Helaine and Hanan Isaacs

Rabbi Bob Freedman for his 
kindness and generosity

from Lois Safer and Family

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS FUND 
In honor of
Nancy and Neil Lewis on the birth 
of their grandson, Matthew Boaz 
Lewis
   from The Kamenir Family 
In memory of

Shirley Neumann
from Anonymous

Josh Milstein
from Joseph Schwartz, Jonathan 
and Susan Gross, Helaine and 
Hanan Isaacs

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
In honor of
The Martinez Family on Adina’s Bat 
Mitzvah

from Michael and Beatrice Bloom

Ellen and George Pristach on the 
marriage of Eliza and Paul

from Anonymous

Ellen and George Pristach on 
the aufruf and wedding of their 
granddaughter

from Myra Weiner

In memory of
Carol Alpert

from Cynthia and Tom Richman, 
Lana and Elliot Sambol, Joe and 
Barbara Schwartz

SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND
   from Joe and Barbara Schwartz 
   from Jerry Seid 
   from Myra Weiner 
In honor of

Zoe’s baby naming
from Laura Zwanziger and Jacob 
Schwartz

Arlene and Henry Opatut on the 
birth of their grandson, Brodie 
Eben Opatut

from Joan Levin

Diane and Allan Richman on their 
65th Wedding Anniversary

from Sofia Parish

Suzanne Esterman and her D’var 
about community

from Judy and Mike Leopold

Ed Soffen for all that he does and 
how much he cares

from Carol Schwartz

In memory of
David Heymsfeld

from Joel Heymsfeld

Reuben Klaben
from Norma Papier

Steven Bacall
from Beth Bacall

Sandie Rabinowitz
from Joe and Barbara Schwartz

SILVER CIRCLE  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In memory of
My adored father, Samuel Goldfarb

from Ruth Koizim

SOCIAL ACTION FUND

In memory of
Carol Alpert

from Debbie Freedman and Avi 
Paradise

Josh Milstein
from Debbie Freedman and Avi 
Paradise, Missy Peck

SZANTO-KUTIN MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY FUND

from Jerry Seid

TORAH REPAIR FUND 
In honor of
Nancy Lewis on her special 
birthday

from Lynne Ross

YOUTH AND FAMILY 
PROGRAMS FUND 
In honor of
The Ozvath-Sperber Family

from Beatrice Bloom

*This gift is from a Donor Advised 
Fund at the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Greater Mercer.
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Me’orot				    Luminaries 			   $54,000 
Chalutzim 				   Pioneers 				    $36,000 
Kochavim 				   Stars 				    $18,000 & above
Manhigim 				   Leaders				    $10,000 & above
Giborim 				    Heroes				    $5,400 & above
Amudim 				    Pillars				    $3,600 & above
Shomrim	  			   Guardians				   $1,800 & above
Bonim 				    Builders				    $900 & above
Tormim 				    Supporters			   $500 & above
Haverim				    Friends				    $180 & above 
Solelim 				    Pathfinders 			   $100
Madrichim 			   Guides 				    $72
Talmidim 				    Students 				    $54
Shoafim 				    Aspirers				    $36

THE ANNUAL FUND 5787
GIVING LEVELS

I/We want to contribute to The Jewish Center’s 5787 Annual Fund. 

Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address ___________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________________________ State_____ Zip __________
Telephone: (cell) __________________________________ (home) _________________________________ 
Email __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my/ our gift:
	 0 $54,000 	 0 $36,000 	 0 $18,000 	 0 $10,000 	 0 $5,400 	 0 $3,600 	 0 $1,800 		
	 0 $900 	 0 $500 	 0 $180	 0 $100 	 0 $72    	 0 $54	  	 0 $36	  	  
	 Other: ___________

0 I wish my gift to be anonymous

	 0 Check		  0 Visa		 0 Mastercard		 0 Amex    
	 0 Securities

Please make checks payable to: The Jewish Center 

Account Number __________________________________________________________________________
Exp. Date _____ / _____ CVV_________________ 
Signature _______________________________________________________________________________

0 I/We want to make a gift of stock or mutual funds. Please have someone contact us.

0 I/we want to make a gift with an IRA Charitable Roller (the donor must be at least age 70 ½ at the time of 
transfer and the funds must pass directly from the donor’s IRA custodian to TJC) 
Please have someone contact us with specific instructions.

0 I/We are interested in including The Jewish Center in my/our estate planning.

0 Please have someone contact us about setting up a Life and Legacy gift.

Thank you in advance for your philanthropy.
Questions? Please contact Executive Director Joel Berger at jberger@thejewishcenter.org

or at  609.921.0100 ext. 205.
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In Memoriam:
We extend our deepest 

sympathy in remembering:

Carol Alpert, 
longtime teacher at 

The Jewish Center Religious School
 

Joshua Milstein, 
Husband of Linda Milstein

Sandie Rabinowitz, 
longtime congregant 

Bible BaBoker is a diverse community and  
carries on the Jewish tradition of Torah study in 
an open and respectful atmosphere. We strive 
for discussions based on reading Torah, other 
Jewish texts, and additional relevant resources 

from ancient to modern sources. 
Participants with a variety of backgrounds and 
beliefs deepen our understanding of Judaism, 

share insights and opinions, extract and develop 
wisdom, and consider our purpose in life, ethical 

principles to live by, and ways to be better  
human beings. Prior Torah knowledge or  

background is not necessary and new  
participants are always welcome. Study with us 

each week or whenever you can make it! We 
look forward to learning together. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87570201257p-
wd=SncvMTMvNkJOQklGWWJrdDBFMlp2dz09 

To be added to the BBB mailing list or for  
questions, contact Michael Goldin at 

mmgold18@yahoo.com.

Bible BaBoker  
Saturdays 
8:45 a.m. 

Did you know TJC has a 
hearing-impaired system in our 

Sanctuary?

The next time you visit, look for the card 
below and connect via your Bluetooth!

 
 

Do you have a 
Simcha or happy 

occasion to celebrate?  
Email us at mazaltov@thejewishcenter.org 

so we can celebrate with you!

Kiddush Community is a way to build more 
connection between congregants and eat 
good food.  It involves re-imagining how 
we organize Kiddush luncheons.
 
This re-imagining of the Kiddush Luncheon 
BUILDS our community by:

- Adding a source of alternative revenue

- Increasing participation in Shabbat: 
services or social

- Allowing us to celebrate more simchot 
together 

Show your support:

  �Macher $1000

  �Supporter $540

  �Contributor $360

  �Friend $180

• Each week multiple congregants can mark 
simchot at TJC by donating towards the kiddush 
luncheon.  The spread stays the same (with 
some options for upper levels or additional 
donations.)
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Do you know someone 
who is ill or in the 

hospital?  

Email Rabbi Merow at 
RAM@thejewishcenter.org 

to let us know.

I will donate $180 in honor of each of my TJC clients who 
buy or sell a home this year.   

The donation will be made to the fund of their choice.   
 

BLOOM WHERE YOU’RE PLANTED AND GROW! 

Contact me to schedule a FREE confidential consultation 
Office: 609-921-1900|Cell: 609-577-2989|info@BeatriceBloom.com|BeatriceBloom.com 

Real estate is a process and I am with you every
step of the way. For me, real estate is deeply
rooted in relationships. Even after you close on
your house, you can always call me for advice,
for help, for information. 

EXPERIENCE GETS RESULTS

C: 609.462.2340   O: 609.924.1600

robinwallack.com

Broker Associate

robin.wallack@foxroach.com

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thinking of Buying or Selling?

 

Princeton Office  |  253 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ  08540
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Thank you for bringing your McCaffrey’s receipts to TJC! 
We appreciate you thinking of us whenever you shop.

Now collecting for October-November 2026.

Please do not bring in older receipts.

Receipts with discounts cannot be accepted.

Thank you!

Would you like to sort? We are looking for volunteers 
to help sort receipts. Contact Roni at vgarrison@
thejewishcenter.org

Receipts

ADVERTISE 
WITH US!

Please support 
our advertisers. 

If you’d like 
to advertise

 in our full-color 
bulletin, printed 
six times a year, 

please contact our 
TJC office at 

(609) 921-0100 or 
info@thejewishcenter.org
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Contributions
The Jewish Center is grateful for the many donations that you give both in honor of joyous occasions and in memory of 
beloved family and friends. To make the logistics easier and the gifting choices clearer, a donor form is printed on the 
back of each monthly newsletter. Donor forms are also available in the Main Office. We thank you for the generosity that 
goes into each of these donations!

Your name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter: _ _____________________________________________________________
Donor’s Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Occasion:    In memory of:     In honor of:   Name(s) as you would like it to appear in newsletter: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Send donation acknowledgement to: _______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(A beautiful new tribute card will be sent for contributions of $18 or more. A listing will be posted as you would like it to appear in the 
newsletter for any donated amount.)
Amount Enclosed:______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate your choice below and mail this form and a check to The Jewish Center, 435 Nassau St., Princeton, NJ 08540. 
If you are interested in planned giving opportunities, please call The Jewish Center office, 609-921-0100 ext. 200.
Funds

  Annual Fund 5787
  Adult Education Fund
  Arts & Cultural Affairs Fund
  Chavurat Chesed Fund
  General Fund
  Hachutzah Exploratory Trail Fund 
  Hazzan’s Music Fund
  �Irving N. Rabinowitz Conversational 

Hebrew Fund
  Israel and Us Fund
  Jess Epstein Lunch & Learn Fund 
  Jewish Center Refugee Fund
  Jewish Center Women
  Life and Legacy Endowment Fund
  �Marchand Espir Family Holocaust 

Education Fund
  Maxine Elkins Israel Artist Fund
  Men’s Club

  �New Siddur ($36) New Chumash ($75)
New Machzor ($36)

  Rabbi Merow’s Discretionary Fund
  Rabbi Feldman Memorial Fund
  Rabbi Tucker Life Cycle Fund
  Religious Affairs Fund
  Religious School Fund 
  Sapoff Art Purchase & Restoration Fund
  The Schnitzer Family Shekel Fund 
  Shabbat Luncheon Fund 
  Silver Circle Scholarship Fund 
  Social Action Fund
  Szanto-Kutin Library
  Torah Repair Fund
  Youth and Family Programs

Plaques and Remembrances
  Memorial Plaque $350 
  �Tree of Life Leaf $216 
(to commemorate a simcha)

Kiddush Community
  Friend $180 
  �Contributor $360
  �Supporter $540
  �Macher $1000 

Brick Pavers 
  Small - $250 
  Medium - $500
  Large - $750

*�Now you can donate through our website. 
Go to www.thejewishcenter.org 
and follow the instructions!

Scan code to donate
 via phone or tablet.



